
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



39tiiMisisltinni>i eummott Stdoolm. 



REPORT 



OF TDE 



SUPERINTENDEIS'T 



OF 



Camntoii ^cliaal^ 



OF 



PENNSYLVANIA, 



Foil THE Yeah endkng June 4-. 1803. 



II A R R I S 13 U R G : 

SINUERLY & MYEUP, STATE TRIXTERS. 
lS6i. 
. I v. 



COMMUNICATION. 



Departmext of Common Schools. ) 

Harri^burg, December 31, ISuS. / 

To Ilia Kxcollency, Andrew G. Curtin, 

Governor of Pennnyhania: 

Sir: — In coinpliancc with the act of Apscmbly, 1 have the honor here- 
with to prt'?ent to you, the thirtieth annual rej»ort of the Superintendent <»! 
Common Schools, for the school year ending .June 1, 18G3. 
Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

C. R. COBURX, 

SupH Common Schools. 



TABLE OF CONTExNTS. 



PAGE. 

Letter to the Govkiinor iii 

Hoi)ort of tlic Siiperintomlcut v 

Report of tho Doputy Superintendent xxv 

Reports of County Superintendents 25 

Tabular stfitoniont of Common Scliools in each eounty 190 

State table by counties 268 

Coinparaiive statement of the system since its establishment 272 

Statistics of schools of Philadelphia 278 

Tables of unpaid districts 27'i 

Report of State Xormal school, of 2d district 275 

Do do do do 5th... .do 27C 

Do do do do 12th.. ..do 278 

Statistics of colleges 282 

Statistics of academies and seminaries 2S4« 

Statistics of public high schuols 2SG 

List of Cuunty Superintendents now in commission 287 



REPORT. 



To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwalth of 

Pennsylvania: 

GENTLEAfEN: — The law wis^ely ordains that the Superintendent shall pre- 
pare and submit to the Legislaturej a full account of the condition of the 
Common Schools in the State, the expenditures of the system during the 
year, estimates of the sums requisite for the ensuing year, the whole num- 
ber of pupils, the cost of teaching each, the number of districts, the plan^ 
for the improvement of the system, &c. 

Having commenced my duties as* Superintendent the day upon which 
the sclioul year of 1^03 closed, I have had no method of obtaining informa- 
tion upon the subjects to be presented in this report, except from i)apers and 
docunu'nt-? found in the Department. From these doninionts, wl^ch were 
bufficiontly complete, the facts herein presented were collected. 

The statistical information required to be communicated to the Legisla- 
ture Avill be found in the following table, which also exhibits the comparative 
workings of the system for the school years ending on the first Mondays 
of June, 18t32 and 1863, respectively. 

These statistics do not embrace the operations of the schools of Philadel- 
phia, except as regards the State appropriation. By them the leading fea- 
tures and prominent agencies of our system are presented. 
Whole number of school districts in 18G2. J, 80S 

Do do do 18G3 1,820 

Increase in 18G3 12 

Whole number of schools in 1862 11,99(» 

Do do do 1863 12, nil 

Increase in 18(13 t 171 



Whole attendance of pupils fn 1862 615,087 

Do do do 1863 634, MM* 

.Increase in 1863 19,112 
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Avoi'flge attendance of pupils in 1862 388,063 

Do do do 1863 397,722 

Inoivase in lb(S3 0,659 



I'or contnni of avcrago upon Avhole number, 1862 .63 

Do do do do 1863 .635 

Increase in 1863 .005 



Average length of school term in 1862 5 mos. 10 days 

Do do do do 1863 5 mos. 14. do. 

Increase in 1863 4- do. 

Average cost of each pupil per month, including all expenses, 

inlS62 

Average co:?t for 1SG3 , 

Increase in 1S63 



AVhole number of teachers in 1862. 

Du do do 1863. 

Increase in 1863 



Whole number of male teachers in 1862.. 

Do do do 1863. 

^>ecrease in 1863 



Whole number of female teachers in 1862 ^,, 

Do do do do 1863 

Inerca.se in 1863 



Whole number of teachers examined in 1862. 

Do do do do 1863. 

Increase in 1S63 



Average salaries of male t(?achers per month, in 1862., 

Do do do do do 1863.. 

Increase in 1863 



Average salaries of femah? tcacliers per month, in 1862. 

Do do do do do 1863. 

Increase in 1863 



40 cts. 


50 cts. 


1 ct. 


14,380 


U,442 


62 


7,087 


7,270 


717 


6,393 


7,172 


779 


17,.i94 


17,628 


34 


$23 81 


23 94 


13 


$18 55 


18 56 


1 



Total cost of tuition in 1862 $1,367,181 33 

Do do 1863 1,498,040 01 

Increase in 15563 130,858 68 



SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. vii 

Total cost of fuel and contingencies in 18G2 $23*2,337 31 

Do do do do 1S()3 !250,oi)() iV^ 

Increase in 1863 18,210 21 



Total cost for purchasing, building, renting and repairing 

houses in ISC2 !f3r)r),79G 90 

Total cost fori 8G3./. • -l-0S,r)G7 .Jo 

Increase in 1863 52,770 46 



Total expenditure of system for tuition, fuel and houses in '62 $1 , Of)') , 31f» 54* 

Do do do do do 1863 2,11.3,3o3 ftS 

fuereasc in 1863 1S8,048 34 



Total State appropriation for all common school purposes in 

1S62 $262,000 00 

Total State appropriation for 1863 303,625 00 

Increaseon 1862 41,625 00 



Average nuniher of mills on dollar "school tax'* in 1862 4.75 

Do do do do do in :S63 4.90 

Increase in 1863 .15 



Average number of mills on dollar "building tax'* in 1862.... 3.47 

Do do do do do 1863.... 3.03 

Decrease in 1863 .44 



Total cost of system, being whole amount of tax levied and 
State ap])ropriation. including ?46,000 paid to Philadel- 
phia in 1862 ?2,227, 164 91 

Total cost of system, being whole amount of tax levied and 
State appropriation, including $16,000 paid to Philadel- 
phia, in 1863 2,284.099 26 

Increase in 1863 56,934 35 



Including the city of Philadelphia, the following comparative statistics 
show the grand results for the years 1862 and 1863: 

Whole number of schools in 1862 12,337 

Do do do 1863 12,55S 

Increase in 1863 221 

Whole number of teachers in 1862 ir>,52h 

Do do do 1863 16.722 

1 crease in 1863 1, 194 
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AVholc number of pupils in 18()2 682, 182 

Po do (I.) 1S63 703,453 

Incrense in 1863 21,271 



Av(?rago attendance of pupils in 1862 4-14, 214 

Po do do 1863 455,598 

Increase in 18G3 11,384 



Average lentrtb of term 1862 5 months 13 days 

Do do do. 1863 5 do. 17 do. 

Increase in 1S63 4 davs 



Average cost of pupil per month 1862 52 cts. 

Do do do do 1863 1 49 cts. 

Decrease in 1863 3 ots. 



Total cost of tuition in 1S()2 $1,710,693 90 

Do do do 1863 1,864,310 J7 

Increase in 1S63 153,716 27 



Total fuel and contingencies 1862 ?338,625 Oe> 

Do do do 1863 341,783 24 

Increase in 1863 3, 158 lb 



Total for school houses for 1862 $1-52,426 90 

Do do do... 1863 460,521 40 

Increa::'e in 1863 8,094 50 



Total cost of the system, including taxes levied, amount 

paid by l*hi]ad<;lphia, and ^tate appropriation, for lvS62. . $2,773,595 23 

Total cost of iLo system, including taxes levied, amount 

l)aid by riiiladeiphia, and State appropriation, for 1863.. 2,888, 199 7; 

Increase in 1863 104,604 51 

Trom the facts presented by the foregoing comparative statistics, tlj» 
friends of the system should be encouraged. 

The State has most nobly responded to every call made by the General and 
State governments, for men and means 1o prosecute the war; and our pro- 
ductive labor has ])een diminished by the withdrawal uf many of our most 
hardy laborers. Still, our educational interests have not been allowed to 
sufl'er. l>y an inspection of these statistics, it will be seen that there was 
an increase during the school year 1863, in almost every department of tiie 
system. The average attendance of pupils was much larger than in 1862, 
the average per cent, upon the whole number in attendance being one-half 
per cent. great^M- than last year. The average length of school term was 
increa»ed four days. A fact worthy of notice, iu connection with this sub- 
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ject, is the comparative decrease in the number of male teachers, and the 
increase of females. While there were but 62 more teachers in 1863 than 
in 1862, there were 717 leM^H males, and 779 more females. Another singu- 
lar fact, is the comparative salaries of teachers, both males and females It 
has been supposed, and strenuously contended by many, that in consequence 
of the war, these salaries would be diminished. This has not been the case, 
as the numbers demonstrate. In both of these there was a decrease in 1862. 

The cost of tuition is a much larger sum than the one reported in 1862. 
There wa« somewhat of an increase, but not sullicicnt to make the great dif- 
ference shown by the numbers. It is to be accounted for in this way : In 
several of the counties the teachers board with th« jiarents, and the direc- 
tors are requested to state this fact in their annual report, and state the price 
of board in their neighborhood. This price of bioard has, heretofore, been 
added to the teacher's wages, but not to the cost of tuition. Believing that 
if it be made a part of the teacher's salary, it should also be added to the 
sum paid for tuition, and it has accordingly been done, and it accounts for 
the great increase in the item of "Total cost of tuition," over and above 
the natural increase. This will also account for the diflerence in the total 
expenditures of the system, for tuition, fuel and houses, and the similar 
items in the statistics, inclusive of riiiladelphia. 

The expenses for building have been largly increased, Avhile in 1862 there 
was a tlecrease from 1861 of $14-0,327 77. There is also an increase of 
$18,218 59 on the item of fuel and contingencies. 

There is one fault of our people in connection with our schools, which is 
placed in a strong light, by a comparison of the schools in the other por- 
tions of the State, with those of Philadelphia, that is, the small per cent, of 
the average attendance upon the whole number In the State, exclusive of 
the city, it was sixty-three and five-tenths, per cent., or not much more than 
one-half, while in Philadelphia it was eighty-four and four-tenths per cent. 

This irregularity of attendance is a great (lr;uvi)ack to the usefulness of 
our schools, and is deplored by all who have i)jiid the least attention to the 
subject. 

MANSFIEIJ) STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 

The Normal school for the Fifth district was recognized by the State au- 
thorities in December, 1862, but no appropriation was made to defray the 
expenses incurred by said recognition until the general appropriation act 
of April U, 1863. 

The sum thus appropriated $250 00 

Do do.... drawn and accounted for 212 37 

Unexpended balance , 87 >j3 
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FINANCIAL OPERATIONS OF THE SYSTEM. 

These embrace the whole receipts and expenditures. 

Amount of tax levied in 1787 districts in 1863 $1,980,474 26 

Do do.... received from collectors 1,797,847 36 

Balance not received into the treasuries 182, 626 90 

Actual receipts by districts : 

Amount received from collectors, as above $1,797,847 36 

State appropriation 209,988 40 

Total 2^07_,835_76 

Payments by districts : 

For instruction in 1787 districts $1,498,040 01 

For fuel and contingencies 250,556 52 

For school houses, ground and repairing 394,767 35 



Total. 



2,143.363 88 



Balances on hand and debts : 

Balances on hand.. $246,559 89 

Temporary debt 97,336 35 

Permanent debt 253,9 23 99 

These sums exhi))it a decided inii>rovemeut in the operations of the dis- 
trict school officers. By the last report it will be seen that the difference 
between the amount of tax levied and tax received from collectors, was 
$208,857 53, whih; for the year 1863, it was but $182,626 90, or $26,230 
63 less than in 1862. If we deduct the $75,000 paid to collectors for their 
commissions, we shall have but $107,626 90 as not collected or paid over 
by the collectors to the proper oflicer. This sum is about one-nineteenth 
of the whole. The greater part of this is to be charged to the exonerations 
made in accordance with the requirements of the school law. Still it is 
presumed that something has been lost in consequence of neglect on the 
part of the officers. This sjim must be but small, when compared with 
former years. In 1860, the amount levied was $2,039,648 06, and the 
amount received from collectors ^376,401 97 less. Making the deduction 
as above, it will be seen that the amount allowed for exonerations, (fee, for 
1860, was one-fourteenth of the whole sum levied. This is but another 
evidence of the increasing faithfulness of the school officers in the several 
difitricta 
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Still another favorable feature presented by the foregoing is, that the bal- 
ance in hand is greater than in 1862, by §44,602 62, while the indebted- 
ness of the several districts is less by $105,421 77. 

Under the head of ^'Special Statistics,^^ the undersigned has not been 
able to collect from the annual and monthly reports of County Superintend- 
ents, sufficient to enable him to construct a table that shall be so full and 
reliable, as to be of any practical utility. A few of the items formerly cm- 
braced in this table, are complete, but most of the facts required to be 
presented, are either wholly wanting, or are so meagre and unreliable that 
it is not deemed advisable to present them in tabular form. However, in 
comparing the few facts and figures that are at command, with the same 
class of facts and figures that were presented in the report of 1862, it is 
evident that in several important particulars there has been a steady, but 
not rapid improvement. The number of houses erected is greater than in 
1862, as well as the number supplied with suitable furniture. The number 
of teachers examined is nearly the same, there being an increase of but 34. 
The number of district institutes has more- than quadrupled; but these 
teachers' meetings were, in 1862, voluntary on the part of the teachers; 
while, by the law of April 11, 1862, they were required to hold institutes 
on each alternate Saturday during school term. This will account for the 
increase in this particular. There is also a corresponding increase in the 
number of teachers attending these institutes. 

EXPENDITURES BY THE DEPARTMENT. 

Consisting of the disbursements of the State appropriation, and the ex- 
penses of the Department itself. 
Total State appropriation for year ending June 1, 1863, $303,625 00 

This^ amount was expended as follows : 

Paid to the city of Philadelphia $46,000 00 

Paid to tlie Twelfth Normal school district, as per 

act of April U, 1862, '. 5,000 00 

To the Pennsylvania School Journal for 1862, 

1886 copies, at 75 cents 1.414 50 

52,414 50 

Amount to be applied to the rest of State 251,210 50 

Deduct for salaries of County Superintendents 40,061 00 

211,149 50 
Add appropriation forfeited in 1862 3,381 00 

Amount to bo distributed to accepting districts 214,530 50 
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This amount gave a dividend of 40 cents per taxable, exclusive of the 
city of Philadelphia. 

The former Superintendent, in his annual report for 1861, gave his rea- 
sons at length for using from year to year the sums actually forfeited by 
the districts, for non-compliance with the law. It seems but equitable that 
all the money appropriated by the State for the support of the Common 
Schools, should be divided among the several districts of the State, which 
conform to the conditions of the law ; hence the forfeited sums will be added 
to the other amount to be apportioned. 

EXPENSES or THE SCHOOL DEPAllTMENT. 

Embracing the salaries of the officers, contingent expenses, and bills for 
printing and binding. 

The act of April llth, 1862, established the salaries as follows : 
Salary of Superintendent $1,600 00 

Do Clerks and Messenger 4,800 00 

§6,400 00 

By payment in full 6,400 00 



The contingent expenses, by act of April 11, 1862, were as follows, viz : 

Stationery and bkink books $300 00 

Tostage, telegrams and express charges 1,000 00 

Fuel, light, cleaning office and miscellaneous ex- 
penses 110 00 

Packing and distributing blank forms, reports, &c., 600 00 

Traveling expenses 300 00 



By amount expended and accounted for. 
Excess of expenses 



$2 


,310 00 


2 


,456 

f 


02 




146 


02 



The following presents the amount expended for printing and binding 
during the year : 
Printing and binding annual reports, English $3,758 00 

Do do do do. ...German 846 40 

$4,604 40 

Miscellaneous 150 00 



4,754 40 



It will be seen by the above, that the expenditures were in excess of the 
ftpproprialion, by $146 02. This excess of expenditure was for engraving, 
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for which no specific appropriation was made in 1862. $84 OC of this 
excess was drawn from the appropriation for 1863, for that purpose; the 
remainder, $(v2 02, from unexpended bahmccs of former years. 

This amount, §214', 550 50, was applied for the support of schools as fol- 
lows : Of the 1S20 districts in the Slate, exclusive of Piiiladelphia, 
1757 have received their State appropriation, amounting to ^209,988 40 

29 vet unpaid, but are supposed to be entitled to 2, 160 40 

9 have forfeited, by having no school during the year.... 702 40 

25 have forfeited, by non-acceptance of the system 1,753 6Q, 

1820 214,604 80 

The above statistics differ somewhat from the same class in the report for 
1862. There are 13 less districts which had no school during the year, and 
two (viz : Ali*i)po, in Greene, and Springhill, in Fayette county,) Icbs that 
continue to n-jt^ct the system. These facts should encourage the friends of 
the school^* with the hope that, with i)rudent administration of the school 
system in all of its departments, and by all of its officers, it will, ere long, 
be cheerfully adopted by every district in the Commonwealth. 

CORNPLANTER INDIANS. 

The Superintendent of Warren county reports that the school for the 
Cornplanter Indians was prosperous during the year, and that the annual 
appropriation for the support of said school has been expended in the fol- 
lowing manner: 

Paid Miss Fisher for teaching 4 months, at $16 per month §64 00 

Do. ..do.. .Case do lJ....do do do 24 00 

Do. incidental expenses for books, «fcc .'. 5 00 

93 00 



COUNTY SUPERINTENDENCY. 

That there are defects in our system of supervision by County Superin- 
tendents, no one who has investigated the subject will deny. If the plan 
of operation could be so altered as to give to each local officer about the 
same amount of labor to perform, and the same amount of compensation 
for his labor, without materially interfering with the other portions of the 
law, it is evident, to evenarcasual observer, that in some respects the system 
would work better; or, if the salaries were graded by the amount of labor 
to be performed by each Superintendent, it would appear to be more equal 
in its operations and equitable in its remuneration. 
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The law has now been 'tried nine years, and these oflBcers have performed 
a work that no other agency could have performed. Influences favorable 
to the cause of Common Schools have been brought to bear upon the com- 
munity, through the labors of the Superintendents, that could have been exerted 
in no other way. The standard of qualiflcations required of the teachers of the 
State has been elevated, and teachers are much better prepared, in every re- 
spect, to take charge of our youth, than they were ten years ago. Institutes 
for their improvement have been established in almost every county. Parents 
Jiave been brought to feel more fully thp importance of their schools, and 
the necessity of giving them a liberal support ; and the whole system has, 
from year to year, become more and more popular. Even the Superinten- 
dency itself, that feature of the law of lSb4f that was, perhaps, the most 
unpopular, has silently Avorked its way into favor in a large majority of the 
counties of the State. More valuable and reliable statistics are now annu- 
ally collected and transmitted to the School Department, than it was possible 
to collect l)efore this feature was added to the system. These improvements 
have, to a great extent, been introduced by the agency, and through the in- 
strumentality, of the County Superintcndency. This agency is emphati- 
cally the working power of the system, the regulator whose influence is 
felt through the whole community, the channel through which the extensive 
correspondence of the State Department, with the eight or ten thousand 
school officers of the State, is conducted. The intelligent, faithful, compe- 
tent, energetic Superintendent is the adviser of the directors, the friend and 
instructor of the teachers, the protector and guardian of the dearest interests 
of the rising generation. 

It is readily granted that in some counties the best selections have not al- 
ways been made, that improper influences have sometimes been brought to 
bear upon those who select the officer, and that in a few instances bad, and 
even dishonest and immoral men, have been elected ; and yet it is confidently 
believed, that the cases of this kind have been as rare as could reasonably 
have been expected, and as few as would have been under any other mode 
of selection or appointment. Bad men will sometimes get into office, 
whether the officer be selected by appointment or election. 

The year closing with June 1, 1863, has been an eventful one for this na- 
tion. All other interests have been swallowed up by the condition of our 
country; and if, in all respects, the tables do not show that Superintendents 
have performed as much labor as was performed during the previous years, 
it does not present a very cogent argument against the efficiency of the offi- 
cers, or the value of the office to the educational interest of the Common- 
wealth. It would, in the opinion of the undersigned, be a calamity to our 
noble system, and the educational agencies that it has brought into this field 



SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. xv 

of labor, either to have the office abolished, or so distended as to materially 
and radically change its operations. 

DISTRICT INSTITUTES. 

The law of April 1 1, 1862, fixing the school month at twenty-two days, and 
requiring teachers to spend two Saturdays in each month in district insti- 
tutes, or other exercises for their improvement, was first put into operation 
in the winter of 1862 and 1863. In September the Superintendent issued 
instructions to County Superintendents for their annual reports for the 
school year ending June 4, 1863. In these instructions, they were required 
to report upon the success of district institutes, and the number held in 
their respective counties. These officers have stated, with great unanimity, 
that in districts where the local officers and teachers took hold of the matter 
with the right spirit, and evinced a determination to give the law a fair 
trial, the institutes were popular with the directors, teachers and the 
people, and have been useful. But on the other hand, where the law 
was opposed by directors, and neglected wholly by teachers, or only com- 
plied with in part by them because it must be done, it became unpopular 
with all, and the results have not been favorable. It was not antici- 
pated that such a change as was contemplated by this law would bo 
acquiesced in, or its usefulness appreciated by all interested in its results, 
during the first year of its operation ; and yet, the reports above referred 
to, show that it has been more generally adopted by the districts than its 
friends supposed it would be in so short a time. Some few districts have 
neglected, or refused to comply with the requirements of the law, but the 
cases are so rare that they are but the few exceptions to the general rule. 
This plan of district institutes has not yet been fairly tested ; many of 
the directors did not understand its provisions ; teachers were not familiar 
with the methods of conducting them, so as to make them pleasant and 
profitable ; consequently the success of the past year is not a criterion by 
which to judge of the good that may be accomplished in the future. 

Prudence, as well as the caution evinced by our previous school legisla- 
tion, would seem to dictate that this, as well as all other laws relating to 
our educational system, should remain undisturbed long enough to be fairly 
tested. After such a trial, it will stand or fall upon its own merits or de- 
merits. 

STATE APPROPRIATION. 

By the first clause of the 29th section of the general appropriation bill, 
approved April 14, 1863, the basis upon which the State appropriation for 
the support of Commom Schools, for the school year ending on the first Mon- 
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day of June, 18C 1?, is entirely changed. The clause referred to is in the fol- 
lowing words: 'Tor the support of the Common Schools, to be paid on 
warrants drawn by the Superintendent, in favor of the several districts of 
the Commonwealth, in proportion to the number of pupils attending the 
schools therein, by the Superintendent's report of one thou!>and eight 
hundred and sixty-three. 

This appropriation has heretofore been divided among the districts in pro- 
portion to the number of taxables. It is evident to every one that this 
alteration will materially change the sums received in the different localities, 
giving to some districts and counties almost double the amount previously 
received, and toothers but about half their former sums. If the money were to 
be apportioned according to the number of children between certain ages, 
residing within the district, upon a specified day, and some plan adopted 
to have the exact number ascertained, the law would not be so objectionable ; 
or if the law had in advance, provided some method by which the exact num- 
ber of children in attendance could bo known, before the division was re- 
quired to be made, it would not have produced such great inequality. 

The law is so worded that the division may be based upon the whole or 
tfie average number in attendance ; in either, case the data would be unre- 
liable. The facts in this respect as presented in the directors' reports/ 
from which the report of this Department is compiled, are taken from the 
monthly reports of teachers, \\hich of themselves are most of them far from 
being correct. When these reports reach the Department it is impos- 
sible to correct errors, however glaring they may be. 

There are doubtless advantages in the plan of division proposed by the 
act under consideration. If parents could be made to feel that the irregu- 
larity of attendance upon the school diminishes the amount of money re- 
ceived from the State, it would to a certain extent correct that evil. If, too, 
it be understood that only those who attend the public schools draw money, 
less funds would be expended upon private institutions, and much of the 
influence now given to select schools would be directed to our public schoo^ 
system. 

The whole subject is respectfully submitted to the Legislature, with the 
suggestion, that it is highly important that the method of distributinjr the 
State appropriation, among the several districts of the State, be upon a basis 
that is reliable. If one year it be by the taxables, and the next by the 
number of pupils, and the next some other plan be adopted, the jK'ople 
will lose confidence in the system. If, too, the amount received by 
the several districts bo so materially altered from year to year, as it must 
bo by this change in the method of dividing, it will be extremely difficult for 
directors to fix their per cent, of tax to meet the requirements of the schools 
of the districts. Stability in this regard is of the utmost importance. 
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STATE NOUMAL 8CU00L&. 

There are now three institutions of this kind in succossfiil operation. — 
During the year the seliool in the Filth distriet wa?* somewhat enibarrasped 
bj an incumbrance, which was, unexpectedly to tiie trur^tces, pressed for 
eollection. The aid from the State, extended ]>y the Legislature in the act 
of April 14, 18()3, greatly relieved this school, and it is now prosperous, as 
are the other two. These institutions are doing a good work for our schools, 
and are recommended to the fostering care of the State. 

The schools at Millersville and Edenboro* have each received $10,000 00 
from the treasury. These are much older than the one in the Fifih Xormal 
School distriet, and consequently better able, perhaps, to work their w^ay 
without State patronage, for the jiresent. It ^eems but just to all of these 
institutions, that the one located at Mansfield. Tioga county, receive the 
»ame amount as the other two. The sum given to it last year was par- 
tially, at least, diverted from the object for which the trustees asked aid, 
Tif: to make additions and improvements, and to purchase apparatus. — 
A like sum is recommended to be given to the school this year, in order to 
enable the trustees to afford the same facilities to pupils, in the way of 
neatly fenced and beautifully ornamented grounds, and well selected libra- 
ries, and a proper supply of philosophical ap}>aratus, that are afforded to 
the two other Normal schools in the State. 

The annual reports of the trustees of each of the schools is appended, and 
for detail relative to their operations and financial condition, reference is 
respectfully made to these reports. They will show, that each school is in 
a flourishing condition, and fully justifying the anticipation of the friends 
of our system of Normal schools. 

AMENDMENTS TO TlfE SCHOOL LAW. 

While it is believed that our school system, as a whole, is among the very 
best in the Union, it is not claimed that it is a perfect systeui. In its or- 
ganic structure it is, perhaps, better adapted to the people of our Common'- 
wealth than any other now in operation on this continent, based as it i0 
wholly upon the popular will, as expressed through the ballot box, in the 
election of the school oflBcers, who are, in turn, to vote a tax upon the peo- 
ple, by which the schools are to be kept in operation. 

Still, in many of the details of the law it might, probably, be so altered 
or amended as the better to subserve the important object had in view by 
those who originated and built up the noble system — the free education of 
erery child within the State. 

Some sections might be stricken out, and others inserted, that would mak# 
the law, in some respects, better, and more acceptable to some portions of 
2 
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the people. Notwithstanding this, it is the opinion of the undersigned, 
that unless some decided improvement can be made that shall be permanent, 
the object of the whole law will be more certainly accomplished by allow- 
ing it to remain in tact 

There is no other interest of the Commonwealth for which it is so difficult 
to legislate, to the satisfaction of the people. The school laws, unlike most 
others, are generally to be administered by those who are not familiar with 
law and its technicalities, and peculiar modes of expression ; hence the nc- 
cessit}*^ of having those laws so clear and specific in their application that 
all can understand them. 

There are connected with the administration of the school laws, exclu- 
sive of County Superintendents, between twelve and thirteen thousand 
officers, a very large majority of whom are entirely ignorant of law, in the 
proper acceptation of that term ; and very many are, from the necessity of 
the case, to a certain extent uneducated. Their habits of thought have not 
prepared them to understand legal principles. Hence the importance ef 
keeping our school system as simple as possible ; of not loading it down 
with voluminous enactments and complicated machinery. Hence, too, the 
importance of introducing as few changes as possible. A reasonably good 
school system, when well understood by its officers and the people, and 
successfully administered, is preferable to continual changes, even with a 
prospect of some slight improvement. Our people are proverbial for their 
love of stability, their dislike of change in our institutions and laws. Our 
legislation, too, on school matters has, hitherto, been cautious but steadily 
progressive. Whatever steps have been taken were in the advance. When, 
therefore, the law is well understood by the people, and they become fa- 
miliar with its administration, it is not wise to make a change. 

The alteration recommended by my predecessor, and effected by, the act 
of April 22, 1863, was an important one. The official duties of all school 
officers now commence with the school year. This will, doubtless, secort 
greater accuracy in their annual reports, inasmuch as the officer charged 
with the duty of making these reports must have a knowledge of the ope- 
rations of the schools in his district, during the year for which he reports ; 
while under the old law, presidents of boards were frequently obliged t« 
make out reports, of the correctness of which they could have no actual 
knowledge. 

Believing that onr system of free schools is generally acceptable to our 
oitixens, and, if allowed to remain as it now is, will be well administered bj 
its officers ; and entertaining, as I do, the views as expressed in the pre- 
ceding remarks relative to frequent changes in school laws, no modificatiom 
will be proposed. 
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I 

ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR OOMMENriNG JUNE, 1864*. 

These embrace the appropriation for the sysl^ni generally, and for this 
Department. 

For the System generalbj. 

Sute appropriation to common school districts, including Phila- 
delphia $275,000 0« 

For salaries of Superintendents 40, 164 00 

For Normal schoolin the 5th district 5,000 0« 



320, Hi4 00 



For thin Department. 

Salary of State Superintendent .. ■■ . ■ .... $1,600 00 

Salary of Deputy Superintendent 1,400 00 

Three clerks and messenger 3,500 00 

Postage expenses and telegrams 1,000 00 

Boxing and forwarding reports, &c t>00 00 

Stationery, blank books, &c 300 00 

Trareling expenses of Department 300 00 

Eograving, printing warrants, certificates and di- 
plomas 250 00 

Cleaning Department and miscellaneous 110 00 



9,060 00 

329,224 00 

This snm is greater than the appropriation for the school year commenc- 
ing on the first Monday of June, 1864, by $3,724 00. While $5,000 00 
more are to be appropriated for the system generally, to be divided among 
the districts, than was asked for by the last report, the appropriation for 
this Department is less than was then called for, by $740 00. Nothing was 
appropriated last year for traveling expenses ; in the above estimate $300 00 
are allowed for that purpose, because it is believed that much benefit has 
accrued from the visits of an officer from the State Department, to the va- 
rious counties of the State. This has been done by the Superintendent and 
the Deputy to a considerable extent, and it is deemed but just that the ex- 
penses incurred for traveling, while thus engaged, should be defrayed by 
the Department. 
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COLLEGES, 8EM1XARTE8, ACADEMIES AND lUGll E<:;U00L8. 

Ill Aiiffusf, 18u2, II letter was adiirossod by Pr. I^urmwey to Mr. Bates, 
thf Deputy SiiiKM'intcudi'nt. ciMistitutipjr him trnvoliu«r ap:<^'nt of theDepart- 
incut; a portion of wliose dutici-j were to inspect every collegp, sciniaaryy 
academy wwl hijrh siliool in the Stiite, and take noie^ of his visitations, as to 
the c<jn<lition and usefuhiess of these innlitutions, the condition of the build- 
iiiji^s and jrrounds, the amouat and value of apparatus, &c., together with all 
other thinjrs connected with their management and arrangemeiit. He was 
required to re])orL to the Department as often as onoo a month. The Deputr 
immediately entered upon his duties, and continued to travel in that capa- 
city, till the close of the school 3"ear. 

Hut little of the lal»or marked out by these instructions, was performed 
at the date of the rejmrt for ISGS, consequently it was not deemed expedi- 
ent to embody in it an extensive account of the operations of the traveling 
agent, even up to that time. A full report of his labors is appended to this 
document. 

Much valuable information ri^lative to the cducntional forces and agencies 
at work in our State, was collected, and is herewith presented to the 
Legislature. Statistical tables will be found in the coiicluding pages of 
this report, sf tting forth the recei])ts. expenditures, teaching force, num- 
ber of students, amount of apparatus, and the number of volumes in the 
libraries of all these institutions. iJlanks were forwarded to the principal 
of each of the institutions named in the instructions, early in June, but all 
hare not retunicd thoni tilled out. All that have been received, are em- 
bodied in these tables. 

The comlitiou of the school system, together with estimates for carrying 
it on for tlie ensuing year, has thus bei'U presented in the prescribed order. 

The acconipanying documents, viz : Reports of County Superintendents, 
of the Boards of Trustees of Normal Schools and the tabular statements, 
will afford further information as to. the details and the practical workings 
•f the system. An examination of these reports and tables is respcctftillT 
solicited. The tables arc not in all respects as accurate as might be desi- 
rable, but where errors do occur, they are of such a nature that they could 
not be corrected in this Department, and they do not materially affect th» 
grand results. 

The reports of Superintendents will be found to contain much that is in- 
teresting relative to the practical operations of our system, and suggestions 
as to the future course to be pursued. 

Allow me, in conclusion, to solicit for the educational interests of our 
Commonwealth the fostering care of the Legislative and ExecutiTe De- 
partments of our State government. No other interest in more vital to 
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the prosperity of the State or the porpetiiity of our free institutions; and 
at no previous period «)fonr history have \\i\ a?»a pooplr, so nnich needed th»» 
tdvantatren of free, universal education, as at tlie pn'smt mnnient; nor ha* 
there ever been a time whon the fM>ntra^t hr^twj-en ih()sp Stni«»s which hav«^ 
had suoh systems an<l thox? which have n.it. has rendered so apparent the 
ble^»sings of a good sy^teiu of free schools. 

C. R. COBURX, 

Sitp-f Common Schools. 
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REPORT. 



Hon. CHA&LS8 R. Cobuen, 

Superintendent of Common Schools : 

Sib: — In the discharge of the duties entrusted to me, during the school 
year ending on. the 4th of June, 1863, I have to present, of my operations 
in this office, and in the State at large, the following brief report : 

Plan of Labor. — The duties, to the accomplishment of which my labors 
were directed, were, the preparation and distribution of blank forms, to 
colleges, academies, female seminaries, and public high schools; tabu- 
larizing and preparing the reports of these institutions for the annual re- 
port ; lecturing and giving instruction at teachers' institutes in the various 
counties of the State ; visiting and ascertaining the organization of the 
schools in cities and large towns ; visiting and examining into the condition 
of the colleges, and preparing minute and extended reports of my obser- 
vations for publication ; visiting academies, female seminaries and other 
private institutions when practicable, and reporting respecting them. 

Preparation of Blanks — The higher institutions of learning, other 
than those immediately under Common School patronage, had, since the 
year 1845, neglected to report to this Department, the law requiring such 
reports remaining to the present time, a dead letter. Consequently the 
whole machinery for obtaining such reports and for tabularizing them, had 
to be commenced anew. Not even the names of these institutions, nor the 
names of their principals, were on file. A circular was accordingly trans- 
mitted, a copy of which is herewith annexed, to County Superintendents, 
requesting them to forward the names of all such institutions within their 
counties, and the names of the presidents and principals, with their post 
office addresses. 

Three classes of blanks had, to be prepared ; one for colleges, one for 
academies and female s minaries, and one for public high schools. In 
the preparation of these blanks I was guided not so much by a desire to 
lecnro a simple report, showing the annual doings and progress of the in- 
stitution, as to ascertain, so far as possible, its actual status, its organixa- 
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tion, the methods and usages which prevailed in its management and in- 
struction, and the amount of culture necessary for admission and graduation. 
Hence the blanks embrace more details, and are more cumbersome than will 
be necessary in an ordinary annual report hereafter. These blanks were 
despatched to the several classes of institutions named, accompanied with 
a circular embracing the act of Assembly authorizing the requirement of 
such a report to this Department, and respectfully requesting an early re- 
port. Annexed are copies of tho circular and blanks. 

Reports were received from most of the colleges, and from a considerable 
number of the academies and female seminaries. But few of tho public 
high schools reported, from the fact that the County Superintendents, in 
many instances, failed to report respecting them in their reply to the cir- 
cular, and also from the fact that tho highest department in the graded 
schools was not regarded as a high school. These reports were tabularized 
and published under the appropriate heads in the last amjiual report of the 
Superintendent. 

Labor pebtormed. — Institutes and public meetings were attended in the 
following counties : Chester, Lancaster, Erie, Dauphin, Westmoreland, Craw- 
ford, Cambria, Lawrence, Delaware, Washington, Wayne, Northumberland, 
Lebanon, Lycoming, Philadelphia, Bucks, Montgomery, Allegheny, Lu- 
zerne and Warren. School buildings, and schools when in operation, were 
visited and examined in the following cities and towns : — Washington, Potts- 
town, Columbus, Mercer, West Chester, Johnstown, Northumberland, Scran- 
ton, Williamsport, Meadville, Philadelphia, New Castle, flarrisburg, Lew- 
istown, Canonsburg, Waymart, West Newton, Media, Monongahela City, 
Lebanon, Quakertown and Ediuboro'. In cases where defects were dis- 
covered in buildings, or in organization of schools, or where special excel- 
lences were observed, extended reports were made, and were published 
monthly in the School Journal. Academies, female seminaries, and other 
private institutions were visited as opportunity presented, and were men- 
tioned in the reports of visitation. 

Visits were also made and considerable time spent in examining into tha 
condition of the following institutions : — The State Normal school of the 
Second district, at Millersville, in Lancaster county, — the State Normal 
achoolof the Twelfth district, at Edinboro', in Erie county, — Allegheny Col- 
lege, at Meadville, Crawford county, — "Lewisburg University," at Lewis- 
burg, Union county, — "Williamsport Dickinson seminary,'* at Williamsport, 
Lycoming county, — ^'Pennsylvania University, "at Philadelphia, — Washing- 
ton College, at Washington, — * 'Jefferson College," at Canonsburg, Wash- 
ington county, — and **The Western University," at Pittsburg. Careful notea 
were taken at each of these visits, and detailed reports were made to this 
Department, which were also published in the School Journal 
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Some estimate can be made qf the labor performed by the following state- 
ment : 

The estimated number of miles traveled, is 8,815; number of addresses 
delivered before public assemblies, 33; number of lectures delivered to 
teachers' Institutes and teachers' classes, 89 ; number of schools visited, 14-8 ; 
aggregate number of scholars present in schools visited, 5,950; aggregate 
attendance at public meetings addressed, 8,900; aggregate attendance of 
actual teachers at institutes, 1,500. In addition to this a week was spent 
in giving instruction in physicial culture, at the Edinboro' State Normal 
school. 

In addressing mixed audiences of teachers and people, subjects were 
chosen which seemed to be indicated by the wants of the localities, and the 
condition of public sentiment. Among the subjects presented on these oc- 
casions were the following : — School houses and school grounds — size, ar- 
rangement, ventilation, shade-trees and shrubbery, — Graded schools and the 
methods of organizing them to make them elncient. — Physical culture and 
the conditions of health. — Feeling and volition as agencies in education. — 
Theory of intellectual education. — Object lessons and the order of mental 
development. — Means of making the school system efficient. — The Senses 
and Reflection as related to each other in a course of training. — The rela- 
tions of the several school officers and agencies in our system to each 
other. — Moral education — necessity of making it systematic. — The object 
of education to secure fruit. — Teachers' responsibilities and the importance 
of having an exalted ideal. 

In lecturing to bodies of teachers, the subjects selected have been such 
as the immediate necessities of the school room demand. Among these 
were, methods of organizing a school ; systematic arrangement of classes ; 
methods of securing strict attention; thorough teaching, and necessity of 
reviews; how to secure order and quiet in school; methods to be pursued 
in teaching the several school branches; but, prominent subjects on all 
occasions, because believed to be too commonly neglected, have been moral 
ctiUure and physical culture, and the necessity of having these regularly 
and systematically taught 

CoLLEQiss. — Previous to the breaking out of the rebellion, the colleges of 
the State seemed to give promise of fair success. Several of them had 
been moderately endowed, either by private munificence, or by the religi- 
ouB denominations with which they affiliated. The war, however, has 
seriously disturbed the attendance in all of them, and their efficiency has 
been to some extent checked. A part of them, at least, are in great need 
of pecuniary aid ; not simply to live, for the life of none is in serious dan-^ 
ger ; but to enable them to enlarge their usefulness. Some of them need 
improvements in boildijigSy additions to their cabinets and to their appara- 



iii REPORT OP THE DEPUTY 

ins, new furoiturc, increase in teaching force, and all, without exception, 
need to have their libraries rejuvenated and increased. 

It is believed, that the Legislature would act wisely in appr«.priating 
Boniething for the improvement and encouragement of those institutions. — 
Such appropriation should not, however, be made without definite know- 
ledge respecting the exact condition and organization of each, and a settled 
plan for improving them. The aid granted, should effect two purposes: 
one to elevate the standard of culture, and the other to furnish the means 
for sustaining this increased standard. Aid should be .given on condition 
of stipulated improvements, where improvements seem to be demanded. 

IsoRMAL Schools. — The Normal schools are making good progress and 
are in ellieient operation. 'J he money appropriated by the State has been 
wisely expended, and the fruits are already apparent. The chief want of 
our public school system is a well drilled teaching corps. It is only by the 
preparation and training of such a force that we can make the large expen- 
diture annually appropriated for the support of the system, produce good 
and abundant fruit. The wisdom of the Legislature in bestowing its aid 
to these schools is clear, and reflects great credit upon its foresight. Further 
aid to these institutions is needed, and will be productive of the greatest 
good. 

A(Lvi)EMiE8 AND Female SEMINARIES. — Rcports from but a small numbcjr 
of these institutions, compared with the whole number believed to exist, 
were received. The number which were visited, owing to the extent of 
other work, was of necessity limited. In the absence of adequate informa- 
tion concerning them, no definite recommendation can be hazarded. It would 
»eem though from the very important sphere which they occupy in our vast 
•ducat ioual system, that their clainois to recognition and aid should not be 
ignored. 

GiL\DED Schools. — The number of these is steadily increasing, and their 
superior excellence and efficiency, compared with the ungraded system, is 
•verywhere apparent. They have, however, in a few localities, failed to 
meet the expectations, of a portion at least, of their patrons. Still, the 
fault is not in the system, but in the imperfect manner in which it is put in 
operation. 

The practice which most injuriously affects this system, consists in de- 
grading the high school department, by crowding pupils into it before they 
are prepared for the transfe.r. If in the highest department, a number of 
scholars are admitted who properly belong to a lower grade, it will be im- 
possible for the teacher of that department to give instruction in his own 
grade, and at the same time in that of the lower, either so well or po 
thoroughly as he could if he had only his own proper work to do. Parents 
#f advanced pupils, finding that their sons and daughters are deprived of 
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proper instruction, by the great multitude of classes, in branches which 
should he taught in the lower grades, and finding them associated with a 
throng of undisciplined pnj>i]s, couchide to secure private instruction. 

The nmniier in which this evil springs up is ihis : The directors find that 
the primary school is too full. They accordingly attempt to relieve it. not 
by dividing and c\stal)lishing another primary school, but they look about 
for a few of the most advanced pupils and transfer ihem into the next higher 
grade, before th(jy have finished the course in the primary school, Tbia 
affords a temporary relief, but has to be repeated, and hence all attempts at 
classification are seriously disturbed. This practice causes the second grade 
to be too much crowded, and the same plan is adopted for affording relief 
to it. In this way pupils are pushed along till the high school is reached, 
which very soon comes to partake of the nature of a mixed school, and the 
evils result which ought to be expected, causing the dissatisfaction to which 
we have referred. 

The high school, to be successful must be made select — scholarship alone 
being the test for admission. Promotions should not be made oftener than 
once, or at most twice in the year, and then only after a thorough examina- 
tion by a competent committee. Suitable persons for holding these exami- 
nations and recommending the proper transfer, would bo, the principal of 
the high school, the secretary of the board of directors, and the County 
Superintendent, and these are the proper persons to assume the responsi- 
bility. 

This plan, if rigidly pursued, would make the number in the high school 
in many towns quite sivall, especially if the course of study is an advanced 
one. But this is no objection. If it is small, greater opportunity will be 
afforded lor making the organization complete, for giving the most thorough 
and accurate instruction, and for visiting and superintending the lower 
grades. If it is of au elevated character and reftlly meritorious, it will soon 
be sought after, and to get into it will be regarded as a prize worth draw- 
ing. Besides, the teacher in a high school cannot profitably teach so large 
a number of pupils, as in a lower grade. The number of studies pursued 
by each pupil in this, is much greater, and the time required for giving effi- 
cient instruction longer, than in the more elementary classes. In a proper 
classification of scholars in a graded system, the primary department will 
of necessity be much the most numerous. Many children do not live to 
enter the grammar school, and many more have not the disposition or the at- 
tainments to reach it. And of those who are admitted to the grammar de- 
partment a still smaller portion advance to the high school. 

But while much care should be taken in establishing and perfecting the 
high school, it is no less important that the primary departments be or- 
ganiizod for the most efficient service; for they are really the sub-stratom 
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upon which the prosperity and nsefalneBS of the whole system mast rest. 
It is from this that the higher departments are to be fed. A mistake here 
will be felt throughout the course. 

Great pains should therefore be taken to furnish every appliance needed 
for the health and comfort of this class of pupils ; that the rooms be not 
too much crowded for the most thorough teaching, and for the preservation 
of proper discipline and quiet ; that black-boards, aod maps, and charts, 
and simple apparatus, suited for this grade of instruction, be plentifully sup- 
plied. These appliances are inexpensive, compared with those needed for 
the higher grades ; but it is perhaps even more important that they be fur- 
nished ; for, the pupils not being capable of reflection or much concentration 
of thought, need a species of instruction that addresses itself to the eye, 
and to the youthful apprehension. 

It is now very generally believed that females can teach this grade of 
schools more successfully and acceptably than males, and experience con- 
firms the belief. It is however desirable that there be a male teacher at 
hand, who can be appealed to in cases of extreme obstinacy or malevolence. 

Especial paiBS needs to be exercised in selecting the teachers for the pri- 
mary schools. A much higher order of talent is needed than is generally 
supposed. A love for the work, aptness to teach, great power of endurance, 
tact in gaining the confidence and affection of pupils and leading them at 
will, methodical and orderly habits, quick and clear perceptions, with the 
ability so to communicate as to catch the attention of pupils and inspire 
them with enthusiasm, depth of moral feeling and sentiment, and untiring 
zeal and interest in the welfare of the pupils, — are qualities much to be de- 
sired in the teacher of a primary school. It should not be forgotten that 
the twig is easily bent, and that the giant tree bears the marks of early 
misuse. 

From four to five hundred pupils are as many as can be conveniently 
collected in one locality, or accommodated in one building. One male prin- 
cipal, with from seven to nine female assistants, is, perhaps, the most eco- 
nomic and efficient teaching force that can be employed for this number of 
pupils. In a city or village with eight to nine hundred pupils, two such 
schools are needed. With sixteen to eighteen hundred pupils there should 
be four such schools properly located in the four quarters of the town. 
When the population of a place is sufficient to require three or four such 
schools, it will doubtless be found most satisfactory and economic to estab- 
lish a central high school Then these several graded schools will serve 
for the primary and grammar departments, and be tributary to the high 
school 

CiTT SuFXBiNTiNDiNor. — ^It Is impossible to have a gpraded system kept 
in aaocesafal operation, withont a thorough sapenrision, with power to 
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apply correctiyes. To secure this end, large cities should employ a City ■ 
Superintendent, whose sole business should be to visit and examine the 
schools, and report monthly to the board what each teacher is doing, and 
the working condition — the defects and wants of each school. In towns 
and small cities the principal of the high school can be employed one or 
two hours each day in visiting the subordinate schools, and be required to 
report monthly. The propriety and importance of this feature will at once 
be recognized. If each school is allowed to go on independently of every 
other, its condition and immediate wants being known only by the teacher 
and not properly comprehended even by him, a part of the evils will natu- 
rally ensue which are inseparable from the ungraded system, and errors 
will go on multiplying and unchecked. This subject is respectfully but 
earnestly recommended to the attention of the local boards. 

In my visitations, some errors have been observed in the construction of 
buildings, and putting the graded system in operation, which should be par- 
ticularly guarded against. Without attempting to present them in detail 
it will be sufficient for present purposes to simply refer to them. 

1. Failure to provide suitable grounds for exercise and sports. 

2. Failure in adopting the means for securing the proper warming and 
ventilating of the rooms. 

-3. .Neglect in grading the seats and desks, as to height, size and distance 
apart, to suit the age and size of pupils. 

4. Crowding together too many pupils into one room, rendering it im- 
possible for a single teacher to manage or instruct them efficiently. 

5. A failure to provide^uitable seats and conveniences for class recita- 
tion, and sufficient amount of apparatus and black-board surface. 

6. Lack of judicious system in promoting pupils from one grade to another. 

7. Not employing a competent board to examine and decide upon pro- 
motions. 

8. Want of adequate supervision in carrying out the plan adopted. 

We have dwelt at considerable length upon the concluding topic in this 
report Its importance, at the present juncture in our school affairs, seemed 
to demand it. Considerable enthusiasm has been manifested throughout 
the Commonwealth in commencing and organizing graded schools. Their 
friends have every where held out the most promising results. It is impor- 
tant that the expectations thus raised be not disappointed, and that the 
work so Well begun, be improved and perfected, and its efficiency and popu- 
larity sustained. There is danger that through neglect it be abandoned to 
indifference or odium. Such a system in its infancy needs to be carefrilly 
nurtured. Difficulties are to be anticipated. A project so grand, so broad 
in its foundation, so comprehensive and lofty in its proportions, cannot be 
expected to be launched at once into saceessful operation. Ignorance aad 
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bigotry are to be encountered, pride and prejudice are to be overcome, and 
a thousand minor difficulties will be found in the way impeding its pro- 
gress. But the friends of the system may rest assured that if the schooki 
afe made good and efficient, their final triumph cannot be doubtful. 

SAMUEL P. BATES, 
Deputy SuperiniendAint of Common Schools, 
School Department, > 
Barruburg, June 4, 1863. j 
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ADAMS COUNTY John C. Ems. 

This report closes my official connection with the common schools of Adams 
eonnty. In the main they were successful, and I have reason to be weB 
natisfiod with the administration of by far the greater number of the direc- 
tors. Indeed, when we reflect, that for the last two years, our country has 
been passing through the greatest and most important struggle the worl<^ 
ever witnessed ; that stupendous and grave events have succeeded each other 
80 closely, and so continuously, that, if it be possible, we are to-day mort 
familiar with the hideous form of rebellion, and its attributes, than we are 
with our own peaceful and endearing projects for social advancemeut, we 
have full reason to be thankful that the administration of our schools was 
at all perfect, and their progress perceptible. 

I remark, also, with satisfaction, that, although men are not specially prone 
to regard the minute when the great is jeopardized, enough has been accom- 
plished for our schools to insure the confidence of the friends of education, 
and, under proper auspices, to warrant the expectation of a future of une- 
quivocal success. 

That success I heartily desire ; I anticipate no disappointment. While I 
aver that our school matters have assumed a quite cheerful aspect, and are 
making direct progress, I do not allow myself to be deceived, and am far 
fh)m believing the progress to be such as to leave nothing to do but to fold 
enes arms and allow things to drift on without further regard. 

Directors I it is not enough, for you, whose mission it is to give efed to the 
law, to put this law into force by merely establishing schools under it; yom- 
3 



26 ADAMS COUNTY. 

have to work constantly to perfect what you have so nobly begun ; for, there 
are many and seriolis evils to be removed. 

To cite only a very few, I will mention the negligence of many parents 
in furnishing their children with the necessary books, the want of necessary 
school apparatus, maps, libraries and cabinets, and the want of that general 
encouragement to good teachers, which is calculated to make them discharge 
their duties with pleasure to themselves, and which they deserve for the 
important services they rendei: to the youth of our country. These evils, 
and others, you can eradicate by the employment of the proper means. Let 
me, therefore, conjure you, by your appreciation of the responsibilities of 
your position, to put those means into operation. 

New School Houses erected during the year, — Cumberland 1, well located, 
large, and convenient, but its materials are not such as the directors had 
stipulated for, and to compensate for which, I am informed, an abatement 
was made in the price. Butler 2, excellent, and I hope they are forerunners 
of others of like kind in this district. Germany 2, one very superior, with 
an extensive playground, neatly fenced, and to be ornamented with trees; — 
the other is one of the old houses, so neatly repaired and changed in appear- 
ance, that it may be styled a new house. Huntingdon 2, very good, frame, 
large, convenient, and, in every respect, just what they ought to be, first 
class houses. This district, as I anticipated, has fully redeemed itself. Frank- 
lin 1, in Arendtsville — a model house in many respects — total, 8. / 

In this connection I must remark, that the directors of Cumberland and 
Butler districts have published notices inviting proposals for erecting, this 
summer, a new school house in each of these townships. In Straban, also, 
the directors have completed arrangements for erecting a new school build- 
ing in Hunterstown, to be 33 feet in length, 25 feet wide inside, ceiling 11 
feet high — to have one main passage 3 feet wide, 4> others, each 18 inches 
wide — 4 rows of desks, each desk 4 feet long — and to have recitation seats 
in front of the teacher's platform — ^two black-boards, each 9 feet by 3J feet, 
and the house to be frame, weatherboarded vertically. In Union district, 
also, the directors have concluded to build six new school houses. 

Insufficient School Houses. — Berwick borough 1 ; Butler 2; Cumberland 
1; Franklin 4; Germany 1; Hamiltonban 3 ; Huntingdon 1; (Wierman's) 
Mount Joy 1; Mount Pleasant 4 ; MeniEillen3; Oxford 2; Reading 3; Ty- 
rone 1 ; Union 3 — total, 30. 

Furniture — supplied during the year, — Germany 2; Liberty 1; Frank- 
lin 1; Huntingdon 2; Cumberland 1; Butler 2 — total 9. This furniture is 
all plain, but very good. 

Insuffideni Furniture, — ^Berwick borough 1; Berwick township 1; Butler 
S^ Conewago2; Cumberland 2; Franklin 9; Germany 1; Hamiltonban 2 ; 
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Huntingdon 2; Menallen5; MoantJoj3; Mount Pleasant 7 ; Reading 1; 
Straban 3; Tyrone 1 ; Union 2— total 45. 

Apparatus supplied during the year. — ^Butler, new black-boards 2 ; Frank- 
lin 2; Germany 2; Liberty 1; Menallen 1; Tyrone 1; Huntingdon 2— 
total It Outline maps — Cumberland 8 sets; Franklin 12; Tyrone 7 — total 
27 sets. , 

Visitation, — The schools, with one exception, were all visited within the 
term — duration of visit, 2 hours. 

District Iii^tutes, — ^These were all organized ; many of them were judi* 
ciously and profitably conducted ; others, again, were not well managed ; 
they will do better in future. 

County InstUute. — It was convened at Petersburg. The session was weJJ 
attended and profitable. An adjourned meeting was to have been held in 
Bendersville, in the following February, but was prevented by stress af 
weather, bad roads, and other causes. 

PuhUc Sentiment, — Fjrom my report of last year, and the statements above 
made, it can be seen that opposition to the school system is dying out here, 
and we hope that, in a few years, Adams county will become proverbial for 
her support of common schools. 

Qualifications of Candidates Examined, — There were special instances 
of improvement in qualifications, but, as a general thing, I could discover no 
advancement. Indeed, in some districts, owing to the war, we were obliged 
to pass candidates whom, under other circumstances, we would have refused 
at once. 

Fem^iles Employed. — Good lady teachers are gradually but firmly work- 
ing their way into favor with directors and patrons, and we employed a 
larger number of them this year than on any previous occasion. I trust 
this may go on in an increasing ratio. "Educate the mothers of France," 
was the reply of an eminent French lady to Napoleon, in answer to his ques- 
tion of ''how he could best make good citizens," and, doubtless, her reply 
was based upon the great truth that trv^ intellectual training most come 
from educated women. 

Number of schools in which the Scriptures were read, 90. 

Number of schools in which the Scriptures were not read, 54. 

Number of schools in which moral instruction was given by other means, 
75. 

Amount received by secretaries as district superintendent, |10. 

Amount received by secretaries as such, $116. 

Visits by Citizens, — These were vastly more frequent than formerly; num- 
ber not known. 

Visits by Directcrs. — Directors visited the schools pretty regularly and 
frequently; number not known. 
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Schools graded daring the year, none. 

Schools classified but not graded, 135. 

Schools neither classified nor graded, 10. 

Teachers — applicants examined, 173. 

Professional certificates given, 1&. 

Provisional certificates given, 153. 

Certificates refused, 20. 

Closing Remarks. — I must not conclude this report witht)at alluding Uy 
Hie constant kiudness and generous hospitality which I received at the hand» 
of directors, teachers, and patrons of our schools. For this, and. their 
friendly aid and advice in all things pertaining to the improvement of these 
aehools, I tender to them my hearty thanks ; and, invoking the aid of Divine 
Providence upon their labors, I trust they may go forward to accomplisb 
greater results in behalf of these institutions committed to their eare. 
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In compliance with the requirements of the school law, I submit my third, 
and last, annual report : 

School Houses. — The building of school houses, during the year, has been* 
confined to the rural districts: Cowanshannock 2; Yalley f; Red Bank 1; 
Hovey (Ind.) 1 — ^total 5. These houses are large and substantial, well fur- 
nished and favorably located. 

The school houses of Kittanning, Jjeechburg and Apollo boroughs, are 
mtierly unfit for school purposes, and. positively injurious to the pupils.— 
Their liberal and enterprising citizens will, doubtless, soon re-place them 
with buildings which will be at once an honor and ornament to their towns. 
The remaining houftes, unfit for school purposes, are found chiefly in Klit- 
tanning. Red Bank, Pine and Madison districts. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — The houses built during the year are furnished 
with plain, but comfortable seats and desks, sufficient black-board surface, 
and hooks, or shelves for clothes. Our schools are destitute of apparatus, 
accept the graded schools of Brady's Bend. 
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The School, — None were graded during the year. The directors of M»- 
^oning district have determined to establish a graded school in PatneyyiUe. 
The house is now under contract, and the school will be opened next win* 
ter. The schools of Leechburg, Apollo, Worthington, Elderton and Rural 
Yillage, ought to be graded. It is impossible for any teacher to accomplish 
much in their crowded school rooms with a promiscuous school. While 
the classification in many of our schools is very imperfect, there are none 
neither graded nor. classified. 

Teachers, — Of 217 teachers in charge of our schools, 15 hold professional 
certificates, and 292 provisional. All of our professional teachers, and 178 
t>f those holding provisional certificates, gave general satisfaction. Eigh^ 
four femides were found in charge of schools ; an increase of thirty over last 
year. Their employment produced no marked results. The increased dia- 
satisfaction in some districts, was owing rather to the yoiUh and inexperience^ 
than to the %ex of their teachers. Of 24> decided failures, 10 were males, 14 
females. From my notes of visitation, I find that of the 202 teachers holding 
provisional certificates, 62 were teaching Uieir first term, 50 their second, 
leaving 90 with the advantage of some experience. These figures show the 
heavy loss the profession has sustained by the noble response of our teachers 
to the calls of our government, and the promptings of patriotism. 

Vi»UaJbU>n, — ^^195 schools were visited once, 15 twice, and 20 not at all.— 
Sickness prevented the usual amount of labor in this department of official 
4uty. I was twice prostrated by disease, and lost about six weeks of the 
'School term. My visits averaged one hour in length. Visits, by parents 
and citizens, were not so frequent as last year. 

Dif4,rict Secretary.— In. no district in the county were the schools visited 
OQicnthly, by this officer; ^ two districts, it is believed, they were visited, 
perhaps twice, during the term. Directorial supervision was not so regular 
4ks it lias been heretofore. 

District InstiiiUes. — 21 district institutes were sustained in the county 
'during the school term; of these 10 were organized heretofore, and the re- 
maining 11 were established last fall. These associations met on alternate 
Saturdays, holding 8 meetings during the term ; 207 of our teachers were 
connected with them, and upon the remainder, ( 10, ) it is believed, professional 
reading was enjoined. As in our schools, so here, the great difficulty was 
in the youth and inexperience of our teachers^ Many of the leading spirits 
of the profession, now on the tented field, were sadly missed^ Wherever 
there were a few teachers of experience and decided ability to lead in the 
exercises, their sessions were profitable ; where these leading spirits were 
wanting, the institute fell into disrepute. 

Moral Indruction. — I found 16 schools in which no moral instruction was 
^venj and 199 in which tlie Bible was .read daily, and in many of them 
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rererentlj and devouti j — ^read as an act of worship of Almighty Gk)d-— and 
so regarded by teacher and pupils. Besides reading the Scriptures, it is 
thought much may be effected in the moral pulture of pupils, by enforcing 
on their hearts and consciences the moral lessons found in all our school 
readers. These books abound in gems of thought and rules of life, and even 
tiieir simple stories are based on the principles of love and virtue. The true 
teacher will bring these out; and, by n^ans of .them, warm the heart, and 
stir up the mind to noble emulation, and, by contrast, lead it to despise the 
opposite vices. 

P%ibl%c Sentiment. — Public opposition to our common schools has alto-- 
gether ceased. Our people fully appreciate the bles&ings of personal, civil 
and religious liberty, guaranteed us by our republican institutions, and re- 
cognize in the Bible and common school the twin pillars which support the 
whole edifice. 

Oanolvsion. — Our future welfare depends upon the education of our youth. 
The Bible and the school are the pillars on which all our hopes of future 
greatness as a nation must be based. Had these- had free course in all our 
borders the storm-clouds of war would not nowcaet their fitful shadowe^on 
oar hills and valleys, and the once bappy home& of a united people would 
not now be clad in the sable drapery of grief for the*dead. Let the Christian 
and patriot then co-operate in the blessed work of diffusing the ligbt of a 
sanctified knowledge. Let the school and the Bible go hand in hand ; and 
when they shall have lighted up the minds, and warmed the hearts of all 
peoples wars, injustice and oppression shall forever cease, and man will 
bail the glorious dawn of a brighter and better day. 
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School Houses. — Ten new school houses have been built during the year;- 
one in Brighton, one in Darlington, one in Franklin, one in South Bea^er^ 
and two in Logstown (independent) distriot, in the country districts ; and 
one in Oeorgetown, one in Rochester, and two in Beaver borough (inde- 
pendent) district ; all Union school buildings. The following deserve par- 
ticular notice : One in Brighton, ait excellent briok building, very neatljr 
f nished, and quite commodious ;. one in Rochester a brick building, 
55' feet long by 48 feet in widths two stories- high, and contains two school 
rooms and one recitatio^ room- on each story; the house in Beaver, a brick 
building, 50 feet by 60 feet, two stories high, containing two large school 
rooms on each story, pleasantly situated in the centre of a nice lot, 
which has been. enclosed with a. neat fence; the. Yanport house in Beaven 
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boroagh (independent) district, a brick bailding, ttro stories high, and 
contains one school room on each story. 

There are yet thirteen houses nnsaitable for school purposes; bat new ones 
are taking the place of some of them every year, and soon, I trust, the kurt 
of them will disappear. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — The new houses in Rochester, Beaver and 
Yanport, have each been supplied with late improved styles of desks and 
seats. All the new houses have been well supplied with black-board except 
the two in Logstown district, where the quantity is limited. Forty-seven 
houses have yet unsuitable furniture. 

The School. — The schools of Beaver and Vanport have been graded daring 
the year. The former contains four, the latter two. They are all doing 
much better than previous to the grading. 

Teachers, — One hundred and seventy-one teachers were employed. Oae 
hundred and forty gave reasonable satisfaction, of whom twenty-eight heM 
professional certificates. The remainder should either very considerably 
improve, or quit the business. Eighty-four female teachers were employed 
this year. Eighty-one were employed last year. We have some excellent 
female teachers, but I regret to say that a majority of them do not succeed 
as they should. 

Visitations. — Two hundred and three visits were paid to the schools by 
County Superintendent. One and a half hour was the average length of 
each visit A number of the schools were visited a second time, and some 
of them oftener. A majority of the schools received visits from the directors. 

District Secretaries. — These did not act as district superintendents in any 
of the districts. 

District Institutes. — Sixteen district institutes were held regularly on al- 
ternate Saturdays. One hundred and twenty teachers were in attendance. 
In every case where the exercises were properly conducted, there was a 
marked improvement of the teachers. The district institute of Hanover was 
a decided success. The exercises were conducted in the form of class drill. 
Teachers were appointed, and lessons assigned at the close of each meeting 
for the next day's exercises. 

Moral Instruction. — The Scriptures were regularly read in 156 schools, 
not read in 8. Directors should require this done in every school, as moral 
instruction is of much more importance than mere intellectual, and the Bible 
is certainly the best book from which to receive moral precepts. 

Public Sentiment. — I believe the prevailing sentiment is favorable to ihe 
common school system, it being generally considered a necessity. 

Suggestions and Remarks. — It seems to me that, if the method of levying 
tax were changed from a district to a State system, it would be more in 
accordance with the theory, that "the property of the State should edaeate 
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the children of the State," and would remove some of the existing evils con- 
Bected with the present system. Directors would then have a better oppor- 
tunity to attend to the improvement of the schools, erecting good houses, 
And securing good teachers. There would then be no inducement influ* 
•ncing the directors to keep down the taxes to the lowest possible point, 
to have them erect cheap school houses, and hire cheap teachers. 

If the salaries of the County Superintendents were fixed by law, so that 
Mch one would receive, in proportion to the amount of labor performed, it 
would be a much better arrangement than lhe*present one, and would re- 
move a bone of contention from the tri-ennial conventions of school di- 
TOCtors. 

I have now been officially connected with the common schools of Beaver 
eounty for more than five years, and can, without any hesitation, report 
progress. I trust that in future the improvement may be still more rapid, 
•o that the schools may soon become all that their most ardent friends hav« 
•ver desired or hoped for. 
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School Houses. — There are about one hundred and seventy-five school 
houses in the county, twenty-five of which may be regarded as first- class; 
most of them furnished with suitable furniture. One hundred may be ranked 
among the second class, such as will answer until better ones can be pro- 
vided. Some of these are furnished with furniture unfit for school purposes. 
Fifty, at least, are wholly unfit for school purposes, both houses and furniture 
being injurious to the health of both teachers and pupils. The most un- 
toitable houses are found in the following districts, to wit : Londonderry, 
Cumberland Valley, Harrison, Bedford township, Monroe, Union and Hope- 
weU. 

Many school houses which might be made comfortable with a very small 
expense to the district, are frequently left unrepaired until the middle of the 
term, or are neglected during the entire term; thus the schools must 
suffer ; and often but little can be accomplished by either the teachers or 
pupils in consequence. This is a great hindrance to the success of many 
schools ; and until directors see that the houses are in good repair, and well 
supplied with suitable fuel, before the opening of the schools, there will con- 
tinue to be great loss to the district. 

New Houses, — ^Eleven new houses have been built during the past school 
year: In Broad Top 1, Juniata 1, Monroe 3, fiddle Woodberry 1, South 
Woodberry 2, St. Glair 1, Union 2. Five or six of these are first-class houses. 
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The house at Clearville, in Monroe district, built daring the year, may be 
regarded as the best house in the county, excepting the Union school house 
in Bedford borough* It is a model of taste, comfort and convenience. It 
is built of double plank, 40 by 24> by 11 feet, with a vestibule of eight feet (8 
by 8 feet) square, into which the main entrance opens. The school room is 
entered by passing through ante-rooms (8 by 8 feet) on the right and left of 
the vestibule. These * ante-rooms are furnished with hooks for hats, boa- 
nets and extra garments. Windows, six in number, fifteen lights each. — 
The house is ventilated by lowering and elevating the window sash, by 
means of pulleys. Four tiers of writing desks, of modem style, 3^ feet by 
18 or 20 inches, with a narrow aisle between each tier ; also an aisle around 
the wall. Platform at the end of the room opposite the main entrance, U 
by 6 feet, running the entire width of the room, with an elevation of 15 inches. 
The pupils all face the platform, upon which is the teacher's desk, and in 
the rear of which, against the wall, is the black-board surface, 24> by 5 feet 
The house has a fine external appearance, and is situated in a beautiful grove 
of young timber. It was built by the directors and citizens, in lieu of the 
old log hut, burned by the enemies of public schools during last winter. 

The work of improvement still goes on in most of the districts, by making 
second-class houses more comfortable, by putting them in better repair, and 
by supplying them with better furniture. 

Apparatus. — But few schools have any apparatus, except black-boards 
and elementary charts or cards. Most o the schools in South Woodberry 
have been supplied with Mitchell's outline maps ; but, as a general thing 
where maps are used, they belong to the teachers. Many of our first-clase 
teachers have outline maps of their own which they use for the benefit of 
the whole school. The Union schools in Bedford and Bloody Run boroughs 
are each provided with a full set of elementary cards, Mitchell's outline maps, 
terrestrial globe and geometrical solids. 

Oraded Schools, — There is but one properly graded school in the county. 
The Bedford Union school is divided into five departments, according to the 
advancement of the pupils. It is taught by a male superintendent with 
four female assistants. Bloody Run, Woodberry and Schellsburg have .each 
two departments in their schools, but they are not graded as they should be. 

Classification. — As a general thing, schools are well classified ; as well, 
at least, as could be expected with so many young and inexperienced teach- 
ers, and so great diversity of books as still exists in some schools. 

Teachers. — One hundred and eighty-five teachers were empfcyed during 
the term — 137 males, and 48 females; being an increase of females of fifty 
per cent, over last year. Their success, generally, is fully equal to that of the 
males. Some of the first-class teachers in the county are females, and re- 
ceive first-class wages. 
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SucceBB in Teaching, — Of the whole number employed, abont two-third? 
gave general satisfaction, and many of these had had no experience in teach- 
ing ; but they went into the work in earnest, and succeeded far beyond our ex • 
pectations ; whilst others, of whom we expected more, made an entire failure 
by their own indolence and indifference. 

Visitation of Schools. — One hundred and fifteen schools were visited each 
once, and several twice. I w.as prevented from visiting more schools by ill 
health from the middle of February till the sdbools had nearly all closed.--* 
I visited as many as my health and the weather would permit. YisitatioD 
of schools by parents and directors has not yet become very common; but 
the good effect of such visits upon the schools is very perceptible, and such 
visits should be more encouraged by teachers. 

District Superintendents, — The secretaries of the following townships 
served as district superintendents, to wit : Bedford borough, Bedford town- 
ship, Middle Woodberry, South Woodberry, Snake Spring, Hopewell and 
Bloody Run. Where the district superintendents have been successful 
teachers themselves, or are practical and intelligent school men, their visits 
accomplished much good. No other class of men should be chosen to fill 
that position. 

InstUvies. — The semi-annual meeting of the County Teachers' association 
was held in Bedford, April 10th and 11th. The attendance and interest 
manifested by the teachers was good and very encouraging. The exercises 
consisted of addresses, reports, essays and discussions. Every district in 
the county complied with the law by organizing district institutes wherever 
practicable, which met on alternate Saturdays, all the teachers being re- 
quired to attend, or forfeit one dollar for each absence unless excused by 
the board of directors. The provision of the law requiring alternate Satur- 
days to be spent in this way meets with great favor with both directors 
and teachers. Much good may be expected to result from so frequent 
a meeting of the educators of our youth for their own mutual improve* 
ment. 

Moral Instruction, — The Scriptures were read at the opening of the schools 
daily in about one hundred schools. The reading of the Scriptures in school 
by the teacher, should be made obligatory. The Word of God has already 
been too long a sealed book in the school room. Good morals are inculcated 
orally in all our schools, so far as I could learn. No text-book^ on the sub- 
ject of morals, has been introduced. 

Public Sentiment. — The opposition to public schools, which was so mani- 
fest in quite a number of districts but a few years since, has almost entirely 
disappeared, and the cause is yearly gaining favor with the people. The 
want of thoroughly qualified teachers contributes more to make the publie 
schools unpopular, than all other causes combined. Our county and town- 
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Afaip institutes, together with the school colunuis in onr local papers, are 
doing much to dispel the prejudices existing in the minds of those opposed 
to the common school system. 

Eemarks. — During the last three years there has been a laudable zeal 
among the teachers to qualify themselves for the responsible duties of their 
profession, by attending normal schools, academies and teaehers' institutes. 
Many of our most zealous and well qualified teachers are now doing noble 
service in the army of the United States. These noble fellows were greatly 
missed when we tried to fill their places in the school room. The standard 
of qualification for teachers has been considerably elevated during the last 
three years. Many of those who were employed a& teachers in former years 
have been refused certificates; and thus they have been compelled to give 
place to younger, yet more scientific and practical teachers. This cutting 
off the withered branches should be continued until naught but live branches, 
are found in the profession. 



BERKS COUNTY.— Jno. S. ERMEifTEOur. 

Preliminary Remark, — For a full and detailed exhibit of the edoqational 
statistics of our county, the reader is referred to our report for 1862. As the 
table therein contained may be taken, in general, as a fair representation of . 
our condition during the past school term, we do not think it necessary to 
repeat the same, but content ourselves with the addition of such, items a& 
properly belong to the year 1863. 

Beading School District — From the able report of its controllers, the fol- 
lowing extract is taken : '' They take pleasure in saying that the schools are, 
in some respects, in a more favorable condition, than at any previous period 
of their history. They are working out satisfactory results, meeting the 
expectations of friends, and silencing the murmurs of objectors. As year& 
pass by, they are becoming more efficient, through the experience of teaoh- 
ers, and those who control the educational interests of the city. And henee, 
notwithstanding the embarrassments of the times, the schools are in a pros- 
perous state, and give promise of still greater advancement. They are 
conferring inestimable benefits upem our immediate community ; and, indi* 
rectly, are not without interest to our State and common country. That our 
aafety, as a Republic, requires the- general diffusion of knowledge, was per- 
haps never more fully manifest than at the present moment. The freest land 
on earth,. ours must be the most enlightened and virtuous, in order to its 
stability. Such a condition alone can raise us abova the power o£ cornip- 
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tion ; and hence public edacation mast commend itself to ever j lover of his 
•eountry." 

School Houses, — Five new ones built ; two in Pricetown, one in Camra, 
one in Tulpehocken, and one in Eutztown ; all of them substantial, datable 
buildings. Special mention must be made of that erected in the borough of 
Kutztown, at an expense of $3,000 ; a beautiful two-story house, of improved 
style, with four spacious rooms, well adapted to the purposes for which it is 
designed. Too much praise cannot be awarded to the directors of this flourish- 
ing town, who, encouraged and supported by their fellowrcitizens, finally 
succeeded in overcoming all opposition, and now enjoy their reward in the 
appreciation of their labors by a grateful community. 

Orading. — ^Three schools were graded during the past year; one in Tul- 
pehocken, one in Upper Tulpehocken, and one in Upper Bern. There is 
Toom for improvement in our county in this respect. Our people, once fully 
convinced of the advantages of this system, will not be among the most back- 
ward in adopting and putting it into general practice. Circumstances, 
however, not unfrequently check the aspirations of the most devoted friends 
of schools. We are satisfied that directors and people are prepared to do 
what can be done, in this direction, at this particular time. 

Teachers. — Of the majority of them it may be said that they labored with 
a zeal worthy of the cause in which they were engaged. In point of com- 
petency, many were fully equal to their position ; whilst those whose ac- 
quirements were more or less limited, appeared desirous of enlarging the 
. circle of their knowledge. A decided improvement has been made by many 
in the art of imparting instruction, and of governing pupils. Our more en- 
terprising teachers clearly understand the difference between learning a lesson 
by rote, and learning it in its principles and applications. They do not 
merely require the scholar to memorize the letter of the text-book, but 
insist, also, on kis comprehending and digesting it. It is a great mistake, 
to suppose that the human soul is a mere lumber room, to be filled with 
eurious and useless things, or a mere treasure-house of facts and dates. 
He is the best teacher who leads his pupils to think, and to. appropriate 
what they learn. He who sticks to his text-book, taking everything 
for gpranted on the ipse dixU of its author, cannot be called an educated 



VisiUUion, — All the schools were visited once, some twice, and a few three 
times. Average duration, one hour and«a quarter. 

District Institutes, — These were generally organized throughout the county, 
and, so far as our knowledge goes, faithfully attended. Those townships in 
which the teachers manifested the greatest interest in them, made the most 
marked and substantial progress. In many places, directors and citizens 
«aoonraged them by their attendance. 
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Moral InstrucHon, — Scriptares read in 24S schools ; singing in 189 ; prayer 
in 101 ; use of text-book in 14. 

Public Sentiment, — Absolute unanimity of sentiment, touching any sob- 
ject, cannot be expected in a world of contradiction and discord. Persona 
may always be found, in learned, as well as in ignorant communities, who 
stubbornly oppose what, in the estimation of most people, would materially 
contribute to the welfare of society. We can truthfully affirm, howcTer, 
that, in our county, the current of public opinion is moving very rapidly in 
fayor of the school system. • It is worthy of note, that the leading influence 
which give direction to the thought and action of a community, are turning 
towards it their kindest attention. 

We must not forget to observe, as a very promising token for the future, 
that the people appear willing to show fair play to the school system, by 
lifting it above the passions and prejudices that not unfrequently agitate 
the minds of men. 

We direct attention to the following extract f^om the eighth annual report 
of the Reading district, drawn up by Rev. Charles F.^ M'Cauley, chairman 
of the committee: ''Before closing, the committee desire to say, that whilst 
the board endeavors to render the schools worthy of the approbation of the 
community, as educational institutions, it will take care to preserve them 
from the intrusion of all questions which would be calculated to prove mis- 
chievous in their results. They must be kept aloof from partizan influences^ 
both of State and church. Established for the benefit of all classes and creeds, 
no partiality for any party will be permitted; and any attempt to introduce 
subjects calculated to create discord, or any conduct which tends to inter- 
rupt the harmony and good feeling of the pupils, will be promptly met in a 
proper way. This is regarded as essential to the welfare of the public schools, 
under all circumstances. And, in these times of peculiar excitement, the 
community may rest assured that every effort will be made to keep them 
within their prescribed and legitimate limits." 

These remarks, so just in themselves, and so consistent with the fitness of 
things, we take the liberty of recommending to the earnest consideration of 
the friends of education ; more especially to County Superintendents^ whose 
indiscretion, whether at the examination of applicants, or during the visitation 
of schools, or whilst delivering addresses before educational conventions, 
may lead them to impose, on reluctant hearers, their own peculiar views of 
things in no wise connected with the duties of their office. 
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BLAIR COUNTY.— Jno. Mitchell. 

'New School Houses, — In Blair 1, Prankstown 1, Antia 1, Logan 1, Taylor 
1, Huston 1 — total 6. The baildings erected this year ape all conyenient 
4UDid substantial, some of them tastefully finished, well lighted and ventilated. 

Furniture and Apparatus, — There has been no improyement made in fur- 
niture, nor in'^apparatus. The same rough and rickety desks and benches 
reported unfit last year, continue to afflict the pupils, and it seems impos- 
sible to awaken those concerned to the fact, that comfort in the school room, 
is essential to enhance the disposition of children to study. Last year 
outline maps were furnished to the schools of eight districts. Nothing more, 
in the shape of apparatus, has been furnished this year. 

VisUations. — One hundred and thirty-three schools were visited once, 
forty-eight twice, and seven three times; average length of visits about two 
and a half hours. One school was not visited, (in Catharine district,) the 
teacher having resigned the day before the district was visited. Several 
i9chools were found closed, at the second visit, owing to sickness of pupiln, 
and absence ef teachers. 

Examinations. — No<;hange was made in the examination of teachers from 
last year. One hundred and ninety provisional, and four professional certi- 
ficates, were granted. Twelve individuals were privately examined at the 
written request of directors. 

Female Teachers, — Thirty-three ladies were employed in the county, being 
an increase, in this respect, of nine, over last year ; showing a gradual yield- 
ing of prejudices formerly indulged against female teachers. The schools 
tmder their management compared favorably with those taught by male 
teacher?. 

Moral Instruction, — In ninety-two schools. the Scriptures were read; in 
some -by classes as a school book; in nearly all by the teachers at the open- 
ing of the morning exercises. In a few instances the Throne of Grace was 
addressed. Short lectures were given in most of the schools on the pun- 
ishment that is entailed by vice, and the sure reward found in the path of 
yirtue; but no regular system of mor-al instruction derived from a text-book, 
was practised by the teachers. 

Summer Schools. — Three of these are now in progress in Williamsburg, 
Woodbury district; one in Newry, Blair district. The summer school, 
usually in session at Maria Forge, Taylor district, was not opened this sea- 
son, the directors having concluded it would be mote profitable to have it 
changed to a winter school. 

Th£ War. — Upwards of thirty teachers enlisted in the service of the coun- 
try, at the call for nine months' volunteers, and twelve are in the service for 
" three years or during the war. " The schools, in consequence, were mainly 
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filled this year by teachers from other localities. The general progress, 
neyertheless, underwent no perceptible retrogression. Of course the pro^ 
gress would have been accelerated, had the minds of teachers, directors and 
parents Bot been engrossed with details of the wicked rebellion. Under all 
the incidental distraction caused the last year has also had some redeem- 
ing features. The school terms have not been shortened, and the district 
institutes established have diffused an awakening through the minds of many 
teachers, whose thoughts were unwont to plan for self-improvement. 

Improvements in Teachers, — Improvements in methods of imparting know- 
fedge have been, in most cases, steadily increasing. Thil is known by our 
teachers addressing themselves, principally, to the understanding of their 
pupils, and not, as formerly, to their memories. Principles, and not words, 
are what they aim at implanting ; without which, all efforts to educate are 
abortive. 

District iHsiitiUes, — These were established in all the school districts. 
Some of the school boards entered at once into the spirit and letter of the 
legal requirement; others hesitated, not seeing the utility of the movement, 
being also decidedly opposed to reducing the school month to twenty days. 
But where a cheerful compliance, in view of the benefits to be derived, could 
not be won, the threatened ''loss of State appropriation" conquered the un- 
willingness of other districts, who were rather late in embracing the new 
measure. 

Observations. — There is by no means a general approbation of the ''twenty- 
days school month.'' Many would^ladly have it changed, and they would 
make the attendance on district institutes, on the part of teachers, a volun- 
tary matter, and for which they should receive no compensation. But another 
year's experience of the advantages of the semi-monthly deliberations of 
upwards of one hundred and thirty teachers in our county, assembled in 
the various townships to devise the best means for their children's improve- 
ment, ought, and no doubt will, procure for the present measures, the hearty 
co-operation of parents and directors. 
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On many accounts the past year has been an unfortunate one for our schools. 
Many of our best teachers are now doing battle for the support of the Con- 
stitution, or are ''sleeping the sleep that knows no waking." 

Disease, too, has made sad inroads in the teachers' ranks. More have died 
at home than in any two previous years since I have been superintendent. 
Our aeholars have been swept off by scores, yes by hundreds. The ftnan« 
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cial condition of the country has, in some few instances, operated anfarora- 
bij. Thus, while God is afflicting us as a nation, our educational interests 
are, to some extent, suffering also. 

Notwithstanding these dark and mysterious dealings of Divine Providence, 
we have much to encourage us. Yery many of our teachers who remain 
are more faithful, more energetic, more sensible of the fearful responsibili- 
ties resting upon them, and more fully determined to meet manfully the de- 
mands that these troublous times make upon them. While* a few boards 
have shortened their terms because of the **hard timeSf" B,nd some have 
Toted to pa]^ lo\Ar wages, most of the districts have kept their schools 
•pen the usul! length of time, and have paid their teachers their ordinary 
wages. 

In consequence of sickness in the early part of the year, I was not able 
to conduct the institutes that have formerly been held in the county. This 
was a drawback to many of the teachers, but was made up, in part at least, 
by the ''district institutes. ^^ The meetings of our county associations have 
never before been as fully attended, nor their proceedings more beneficial to 
the cause of education. 

School Houses, — There have been twenty-seven erected durinjr the year, 
ail of wood except one, and are substantial buildings having generally tolera- 
bly good sized lots ; most of them are conveniently arranged, although a few 
are not as much so as they should be. Asylum district has erected one of 
brick, being the first one of the kind in the county. When it is completed, 
it will be a superior school edifice. In Orwell a fine building, for a graded 
school, has been erected. 

Furniture. — We have no school houses that are supplied with the "Bos- 
ton furniture;" still our new houses have most of them furniture that is con- 
venient. Nearly all our old ones have furniture both inconvenient and un- 
comfortable ; and as they are soon to be displaced by new ones, there will 
probably be no change in their accommodations. 

Apparatus. — There are maps in a majority of our houses; in the new 
ones good black-boards, and in some few, orthographical charts. Nearly 
all have black-boards, but many of them are poor. Some of the teachers 
have maps, charts and globes of their own, which they use. Where these 
are used pupils generally are more familiar with the principles of the sub- 
jects studied, than those who have not these advantages. 

The School. — There are no more properly graded schools in operation 
now, than at the date of my last report, although there has been one hoase 
erected for that purpose, but is not yet occupied. In several of the small 
tillages, schools of this kind are needed; but the citizens of the township are 
•pposed to appropriating a sufficient amount of tax to erect houses for that 
purpose. To obviate this difficulty^ some of these villages have made appK* 
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v^tioii to the eonrts to be set off as. independent districts, and some to be 
incorporated as boroughs. I believe that all the schools in the county are 
«cla88i&ed, but ncftas well as they should be in some eases. Hardly a teacher 
<Mui be found in the county who would b6 willing to attempt to teach an 
^mclaasified school. 

Teachers^^OvLT teachers have, as a general thing, given general satisfac- 
tion, although some have failed entirely to gain the confidence of either 
parents or pupils, and in a few instances the schools have been discontinued, 
^ther by the voluntary act of the teachers, or their dismissal by the direc- 
tors. In every case where this has been done the complaint was want of 
capacity to govern. We have had a greater number of inexperienced teach- 
ers this year than formerly, and in some schools such persons did not succeed 
as well as could be wished. T4iere were examined this year sixty-nine less 
male teachers than were inspected ihe year before. The females have been 
as successful in teaohing and governing their respective schools as the male 
teachers, and I believe the instances of entire failure have been more gen^ 
erally with the males. The prevailing opinion, however, is, in many of the 
<listarictB, that for large winter schools male teachers are to be preferred. 

VisUatiTns. — With few exceptions, I either visited all the schools in the 
county, or they were visited by 0. J. Chubbuck, an experienced teacher, 
who acted as deputy during my illness. The average duration of my visits 
was about one and one-third hours. A longer time for each school is very 
desirable, but the number of schools is so great, and the terms are so short, 
that it is not practicable if the schools are all visited each year. Parents 
in this county, as in most others, neglect their schools too much, seldom 
visiting tbem. This is not owing, in most cases, to a lack of interest in the 
welfare of their children, or desire for their improvement, but to a want of 
information upon the subject They are not aware how much their presence 
will benefit the school, and encourage their own children. Directors quite 
generally visit their respective schools once during each term. 

District Secretaries — The secretaries of eleven boards have visited the. 
-schools in their respective district once each month, and their visits have 
been of great benefit to their schools. 

District InstUvle. — District institutes have been held during the winter 
t^rm in all of our townships except three. In a few instances, the experi- 
ment proved a'failure ; but as a general thing |;hey were successful. In some 
districts they started off well, but soon all interest in them was lost. In 
some of our districts we have but four or five schools, audit being extremely 
difficult for the teachers to unite with those of other districts, it made the 
institutes rather dull. In some instances, also, there was no person of expe« 
rience to go forward in the matter. 
4 
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Early in the seasoiv^ I published a programme for the exercises of the m- 
Htitutes, which was generally followed by those haying charge of them. — 
Until farther trial of this new feature of our school system^ I do not fee> 
prepared to decide as to its 'utility, or the good that may result. This, as 
well as everything else connected with our schools, should have a fair trials 
and be judged by its fruits. The sanguine friends of the law should not be too 
urgent to declare it a success> nor should its willing enemies be over-anxious 
to condemn it, until it has been further tested. 

Moral InHruciion. — The Bible was read in about three-fourths of our. 
schools, either by the teacher or pupils. I am not aware that any marked 
effect was perceptible in the deportment of the pupils, as a general rule^ 
still, in some instances, the good influence was to be seen through the day. 
No other way of communicating moral instruction was adopted, than to in* 
cidentally call up such subjects, while making remarks to the whole schooL 

Public Sentiment. — ^There is a gradual change going on in the public 
mind, in relation to our school systenk The strong opposition is giving way^ 
and men are settling down upon the system as a fixed fact, which is now, 
and will continue to be, the settled policy of the Commonwealth. It is not 
pretended that all are pleased or satisfied with tlie law, for that is not the 
(tase. There are men in every district who would be glad to have all the 
school laws of the State abolished ; but they have become convinced that 
the policy of educating the children of the State, at the public expense, will 
not bo changed, and have concluded to make the best of it. The very strong 
opposition that was quite common, a few years ago, to the building tax,. 
Ii:i^ v< ry nearly subsided. 

Suggestions and Remarks. — Since I was elected Superintendent, on the 
first Monday of May, 1857, several important changes have taken place in 
the schools of this county. At each annual examination, the standard of 
qualifications required of the teacher, has been raised ; consequently, teach- 
ers have very much improved in a knowledge of the sciences to be taught, 
and in the method of teaching ; also in their modes of arranging, classifying 
and governing their schools. Teachers are beginning to feel^ to some extent, 
at least, the importance of their position, and their responsibilities. About 
one hundred and fifty new school houses have beon «^rected, most of which 
are far better than the buildings formerly in* use. 

I have conducted twenty-five county institutes, which were attended hj 
over two thousand teachers, who have, in this way, been brought together 
and formed educational acquaintances which hare done much to secure uni- 
formity in their methods of teaching, and conducting schools. Public opin- 
ion has, also, in this way, been directed, more particularly, to the cn'i^e of 
er'ucation, and many unfounded prejudices have been remove'! from tha 
minds of the people. 
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Notwithstanding these improvements, it is not claimed that our houses are 
all good, or that our teachers or directors are, all of them, what they should 
be, or that anj of them have made all the improvements that can be made. 
Far from it ; there is yet much work to be done, yet many things to learn, 
yet mnch improvemeat to be made. Far too many of our teachers care too 
little for the influence they exert, or the good or evil they are to do ; far too 
many of our directors feel but little interest in their schools; far too many 
of our citizens are still at heart opposed to the school law ; far too many of 
our school houses are old, dilapidated and without the necessary accommo- 
dations. While, therefore, there is much to encourage, there is also much 
to stimulate the friends of the system to energeti<; and persistent action. 



BUCKS COUNTY,— S. S. Overholt. 

School Houses. — Five new houses were built during the year ; one in each 
of the following districts : Haycock, Middletown, Rockkhill, Southampton 
and Springfield. They are all improvements on the same class of houses in 
the above districts, except the one in Rockhill. They are all reasonably good 
houses, though we have better ones in othdf districts. To the best of my 
knowledge, there is not a house in the county that has an unhealthy location. 
Sixty-.eight houses are yet in the county that are insufficient; either too 
small, built of poor material, or badly constructed. These should all be re- 
built, at the earliest possible convenience. It is greatly to be hoped that 
directors, who intend building, will first visit some of our better-class houses, 
and build larger and after more improved models. An error in building a 
new school hoase will be a source of inconvenience, and a discomfort to the 
ehildren of the neighborhood, during the next half century. 

Furniture. — To my knowledge but one house in the county was re-fur- 
Atsbed during the year, and that was done after my visit to the school ; hence 
, I cannot give a description of it. Of the two hundred and thirty-one housed 
in the county, one hundred are not properly furnished. In most of these one 
hundred houses, the desks are so constructed that the pupils are obliged to 
firice the walls, all around the room, with their feet resting against the cold 
walls ; while the seats are without backs, and in many instances much too 
high for the feet of one-third of the pupils to reach the floor, while seated. 
It is most earnestly urged that directors will have all such furniture at once 
removed, and have it re-placed by furniture that will conduce to the comfort 
and health of the pupils. 

Apparatus. — The following is a list of the articles furnished to different 
achoole during the year: Felton's outline maps to one school in Upper Make- 
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field ; Schreoter's oatline maps to one school in Milford ; Sanders's eloca- 
tionarj charts to all the schools in Bristol township ; Sanders's primary 
reading charts to all the schools in Bristol township, to nine schools in Bnck« 
Ingham, to five in Southampton, to three in Warminster, and to three in 
Wright^town ; new black-boards to one school in Bristol township, to two 
in Durham, to one in Middletown, to one in Southampton, to one in Rock- 
kill, and to one in Tinicum. 

Though the above is all the apparatus that had been furnished, at the time 
of visiting, doubtless more was furnished afterwards, of which I amnot eogni" 
aant. There are now in use in the different schools throughout the county, 
furnished by directors, sub-districts and teachers, not less than 91 sets of 
primary reading charts, 1 15 sets of outline maps, 25 globes, besides numerous 
other articles that facilitate instruction. 

Schools. — Not any in the county were graded during the year ; though 
in several districts excellent facilities were offered. At Sellersville, in Bock- 
hill district, the directors erected a house, and formed a new school, at a very 
dbort distance from the old one ; while one suitable house, for two graded 
schools, would have been of vastly greater advantage to the place. At 
Bridge Point, in Doylestown township, a suitable house and graded schools 
are greatly needed. At Attleborough, in Middletown district, are two poor 
houses and two ungraded sdools. Here the board should at once erect 
a proper building, and establish two graded schools. But it is difficult for 
directors and people, in many districts, to see the real advantages of graded 
system. It is true that directors have been unfortunate in the selection 
of teachers for several of these schools; henee some of them have not 
made the progress that was anticipated. But the difficulty has been with 
the teachers, and not with the plan; all our graded schools, in charge of 
yood teachers, have shown admirable success. Such are the superior ad- 
vantages in graded schools, over ungraded schools, that directors should 
at once establish them wherever the population will possibly warrant it. 
School directors are i^reatly responsible for neglecting such a palpable 
duty. 

Teachers. — Thirty-one teachers with professional certificates gave rea* 
sonable satisfaction ; one hundred and seventy-three with provisional cer- 
tificates gave reasonable satisfaction. There was a slight decrease in the 
proportion of female teachers in the county during the year. The succes 
of female teachers is nearly equal to, that of the males. 

Visitations, — All the schools in the county were visited once during the 
year, except eight that were not in session at the time of visiting the othec 
schools in the vicinity. Ten schools were visited twice. The average timi 
spent in each was about three hours. It is something of a question will 
me, whether frequent visitations cause good schools, or whether good schooL 
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^ctoM freqoent TisitatioaB. It is eertaiii, howeTer, tfaat most of out best 
achoolB «re firequentlj visited by dlFectors and parents. I am somewhat of 
the opinion Ukat directors and parents feel more pride in their good schools 
than in some -of the others; hence ihey visit them more ftneqnentlj. I am 
well satisfied, too, that onr most active and energetic teachers, take mora 
pains to Becure visits from directors and parents, than those who take lose 
interest in their schools. In one district, containing five schools, I noticed 
19 visits recorded on tlie register by directors, in one school; on another, 
in the aame time, 8; on another, 7; on another, 2; and on anoUier, 1. 
The schools were about in proportion to the visits. On one register im 
another district, I counted 51 names of citiaens who had visited the school 
in the course of about four months. I need scarcely mention, that it was 
one of the best schools in the county. 

DMrki Btcretarie^ — There are only two districts in the county where 
the secretaries act as district superintendents. In one of these the effect 
was plainly perceptible. This important provision of the school law, is 
the hands of suitable and competent persons, would produce an incalculabla 
Amount of good to our schools ; but placed in the hands of ignorant, bigoted, 
and naixow-minded persons, incapable of judging the merits of successftil 
teaching, and the requisites to a good school, it, like other wise measures 
of the system, proves a failure. 

DiMtriat InsHtttied. — ^AU the districts in the county have now either in- 
atitutes of their own or joint institutes with adjacent districts. Nine dis- 
tricts did not organize until towards the close of the school year, with the 
opening of the Spring terms. 

Among the districts that held the most effectual district institutes, were 
Bensalem, Bedminster, Durham, Doylestown township, Hilltown, Plum- 
atead and Tinicum. I will give an outline of the programme of exercises 
jidopted by the Plumstead institute. 

The officers of the institute were elected for the whole school term, cara 
being taken to select the most competent among the teachers. Three 
branches were then selected to constitute the forenoon exercises, during the 
entire term, and competent teachers were appointed to teach each branch 
for the term. The branches were geometry, algebra and physical geogra- 
phy, an hour being devoted at every meeting to each. Far the afternoon 
exercises the president would select three of the common school branches^ 
and appoint teachers to conduct the exercises at the next meeting. In all 
the branches lessons were assigned and required to be studied by the classes^ . 
The afternoon exercises were generally followed by discussions on the best, 
methods of teaching the branches under consideration. These, in connee-- 
tion with asking and answering referred questions, and vocal and instrumental 
IDuiaie, ooAstitated Hbe sagalar exercises of the institute. All the above uamed * 
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difltricta bad adopted somewhat similar programmes of exercises. About 40 
of our teachers were indifferent about attending. Thej were generaUy 
teachers who taught merely for the sake of employment, and not for any- 
special interest that they felt in the advancement of the schools, or the eleva- 
tion of the profession, nor will the cause of education suffer any serious Iosb 
on their leaving the profession. 

Moral Instruction. — In 222 schools the Scriptures were read regularly, 
and in 20 they were not read. The effect of reading the Scriptures in 
school I believe to be good in all cases. In 184 schools the teachers said 
they gave moral instruction besides the reading of the Scriptures. But few 
of the teachers have any regular or fixed methods of imparting moral in* 
struction. They generally take opportunities to impart it orally, when sur- 
rounding circumstances appear most favorable for making proper impres- 
sions on the minds of their pupils. Though many teachers seize all possi- 
ble opportunities to cultivate the morals of their pupils, yet I fear others ar» 
less diligent in this universal end and aim of all education. 

FuhUc Senliment. — There are yet localities in the county where public 
sentiment is unfavorable to the common school system, but on the whole, 
. the sentiment is rapidly improving. Wherever education is properly appre- 
ciated, public sentiment is favorable ; and generally where the sentiment i& 
unfavorable, education of any kind is unappreoiated. 

Remarka^ — The fearful triala through which our country paesed daring 
the year, have but slightly affected the workings of the common school 
system in this county. Though we miss many of our best teachers, who* 
have volunteered their services to assist in crushing this wicked and cause- 
less rebellion, yet their places have been supplied by others, though not so 
ezperienced, and our schools have been for the most part aafiatisfactorilyr 
conducted as formerly. While a few of the districts have slightly retro- 
graded, others have advanced; and in the aggregate, we have made pro- 
gress. 
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The past year gives assurance that the school system has a plaee in<the hearts 
of our people. Heavy taxes, intense partisan feeling and an almost total 
•bsence of male teachers — causes, which, a few years ago, would have ren- 
dered the system in some places intolerable, had apparently bo injurious- 
effect; but on the contrary, our schools were all open, and, through the agency 
of district institutes, were thoroughly, successfully and popularly conducted. 

Houses. — ^The number of insufficient houses is gradually growing les8» 
They now number but three, and in a year or two these also will have disi-^ 
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speared, and in their places will stand others, more eommodions and appro* 
l^riate. For many years an old and poorly constructed affair had been used 
in Lancaster, but last fall the directors, catching the spirit which has per* 
Taded the county, removed it, and on its site erected a neat and substantial 
brick. The few inappropriate houses now used, could, by slight internal 
change, be much improved. But the directors of them, intending to re-build, 
neglect making the alteration necessary for the health and good habits of the 
youth. I have very good reason for saying that, in a short time, there will 
not be an insufficient house in the county. 

Fvmiture. — The inside arrangement of the school rooms, though simple, 
Ifi convenient. It consists generally of desks and seats large enough to ac- 
commodate two, and facing the end covered by a black-board. The middk 
aisle is three feet wide, th^ others eighteen inches, and the desks are close 
enough to permit the front of one being used as a back to the seat of another. 
A space between the black-board and front desks is sufficient for the form« 
ing and recitations of classes. There are a few instances where the seata 
are reversed, which is decidedly preferable, afi it avoids the necessity of 
placing the teacher's desk in 4 wrqng position and too near the black- 
board. 

Apparatus. — None of the schools have any considerable apparatus. The 
schools of Worth, Muddy Creek, Portersville and Butler borough, have seW 
of outline maps hanging on their walls, but beyond these, there is no ap: 
paratus in any of the schools excepting what is the individual property ot 
the teacher or pupil. 

Graded Schools, — From the distance the school houses are apart, it would 
be impracticable to grade the schools in any of the districts, excepting in 
the boroughs of Butler, Prospect, Centreville and Harrisville. In the 
former two, they have been graded for several years, and the plan has been 
attended with the most satisfactory results. 

£!entreville has two interesting schools and two well finished houses, but 
the directors, disposed generally to do the best, have, as yet, failed to be 
impressed with the importance and necessity of grading them. The youth 
of Harmony, now educated in one room, are sufficiently numerous to con- 
stitute tift'o very fine schools, which should be graded. In Harrisville there 
are two school rooms, but last winter the directors dispensed with one of 
their teachers, and all of the pupils attended one school. The remembrance 
of that over-tasked teacher and that densely crowded school room, will 
doubtless prompt the intelligent board to secure the services of an additional 
teacher, and restore the graded schools of former years. 

Female Teaokers. — So many male teachers responded to the call of oqp 
country, that nearly three-fourths of the schoola were under the care of 
ladies. This, by no means detrimental to the youth, afforded many districta an 
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oppoiiiaiuty of tesUngUieexcolleaoj of female teaeherB,andofhaFing^reniOTedl 
mach of the prejudice wfaicbhus esastedtowards this dasB of teachers for the- 
winter schools. (Mj three eases, of failure cam(» to^mj koowiedge, and eren 
these arose from caases which, had they occurred in the cases of males, would 
ha^e been attended with the same results. After a superrisionof the schools, 
of this county for nearly four year», I have- no hesitancy in saying, that, in 
the way of orderly arranged scbool rooms, good elassifieatioBB, address and 
even progress of the popilsy the schoola under the eare of females, were not 
inferior to the others. 

VisttcOions — My object in Tisiting schooTs was to ascertain if all the^ 
branches reqwred by law were being taught, that each seholaar was engaged 
in his proper study, and that the most approved methoda of elassifieatioa 
and teaching were adopted. I also took notes oUke condition of the school 
rooms and school grounds. For these purposes the differeat classes were> 
reviewed, inquiries were made into the various plans of teaching, reasona 
eaked for the adoption of such as were used, and new methods were sug^ 
gested and their advantages explained. I seldom left a school room with^ 
out addressing the pupils. As these interviews produced no unkind feelinga 
on part of the teachers, but were apparently acceptable to. them, there ia 
reason to believe that they were not devoid of beneficial results. I succeed^ 
ed last winter in visiting every township and borough in the county. Every 
school, however, was not seen. Had the secretaries of many boards, as re^ 
quired by law, given due notice of the time their schools would commence^ 
I could have saved much time which was lost in going to schools not then 
opened, and perhaps been enabled to have seen every school in the county. 
As it was, I accomplished the vintatioh of 192 schools, at an average of two 
hours spent in each. 

District Inatitutes. — No el^nent was at work which did so much for our 
schools as the successfully conducted township institutes. They encour^ 
aged the pupils, they enlarged and liberalized the views of teachers, and 
tiiey created days of relaxation and harmless amusement to the people.— « 
'l^irty-nine districts had their institutes, and those that were popular aa 
wtsll as successful, were conducted in this way: They were held alternately 
in the different school houses of the district, and an invitation was given the 
patrons and friends of the school to attend. At the place of meeting, the 
teacher had his school in session and exhibited his skill in drilling classea 
and the proficiency of his pupils. This wa9 continued two and a-half hours,, 
when the members of Uie institute, having been silent spectators, were given, 
an opportunity of critioisiog the performance both <^ the teacher and pupil. 
This over, a repast of good things provided by the lady viaitars enlivened 
the occasion, and produced very much good feeling, as well among the old 
»alkB aa the young. Sometimes there was exhibited what is said to be a 
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oorrect representatioB of » couBtry school in olden times. This was good. 
It always "brought the house down." Sehool dismissed, the teachers in 
the afternoon resumed their session, the performance consisting of class 
drills, essays, orations and debates, which had been assigned the members 
at a previous meeting. 

Moral Instruction. — There is no school in the county of which the ob« 
senrance of moral principles is not required by the directors, and there were 
but two inslances where the teachers last winter did not strive, by example, 
as well as by precept, to inculcate the teachings of the Bible. And although 
the Scriptures were read in but 167 schools, yet it was for another cause 
than that of a want of deference for the book, that it was not used in the re* 
mainder. 

Public Sentiment. — The people are becoming yearly more reeonoiled to' 
the school system, and in many districts it has grown into absolute favor; . 
into an object almost of enthusiasm. Were the school term somewhat 
lengthened by means of an increase of State appropriation, or by any 
means so that our best teachers could be induced to remain in the county, 
the school system would be founded on a basis against which the shafts of 
the demagogue could not prevail. 
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School Houses.-^'No new school houses have been erected during the year. 
I gave a list of the school houses that I considered good in my last year's 
report, and also a list of those unfit. A few have been repaired; some are 
unfit yet. One in Lumber, one at Pine Street, Oibson district, and one at 
the First Pork, Grove district. 

Fumiture,^^}fo houses have been supplied with any considerable amount 
of furniture during the year. The Cameron school house in Lumber, is des* 
titute of comfortable seats ; the upper school house on the Driftwooct has 
no black-board and no desks; at Pine Street, Oibson district, the seats are 
very poor; some without backs. 

Apparatus. — None of the schools have been supplied with any great 
amount of apparatus during the year. 
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The Sdiodl. — No sdiools graded during the jear. We ha^e one in Ship- 
pen that has for several years employed two teachers in two separate 
rooms, one teaching the more advanced pupils, and the other the less ad« 
vanced. Our teachers generally have a good idea of classification; but 
many of our schools are not very well classified on account of not having a 
uniformity of books. 

Teachers. — No professional certificates have heen given, nor any endorsed 
from otiier counties. Of the number who have taught with provisional cer^^ 
tificates, (the whole number being 22,) 5 gave reasonable satisfaction. The 
nui^ber of females is the same as last year, but there is a decrease of males, 
amounting to two-fifths. The qualifications of teachers average a little bet* 
ter than they did the preceding year. 

' VisiicUion. — ^We have 19 schools in the county. I visited 1 four times, 
2 three times, 8 twice, 6 once, and 2 were not visited at all during the past 
school year. The visitations by directors and parents is generally much ne- 
glected, but still it is practiced to some extent in nearly all the districts. 
The small-pox prevented the opening of two of our schools last winter. The 
average duration of my visits is 2|^ hours. As this is comparatively a new 
country, and the schools very far apart, and frequently do not all commence 
at the same time, the travel is very great in proportion to the number of 
visitations. 

District Secretaries. — Lumber is the only district where the secretary acts 
as district superintendent. It has a good effect, and always will have, if 
performed by a properly qualified person. 

District InstitiUes, — There have been no district institutes held to my 
knowledge. I have endeavored to have some held in some portions of the 
county, but have not succeeded. We certainly have but few conveniences 
for anything of the kind, on account of the bad state of the ruads and the 
wide separation of the teachers. We held a county institute last fall, and 
three educational meetings during the winter. 

Moral InMrucHon, — The Scriptures were regularly read in 19 schools, 
and not read in 9. . 

Public SerUiment — The public sentiment is generally in favor of the com- 
mon school, though a few are opposed to it in some of its features. 

Remarks and Suggestions. — The present mode of electing County Super- 
intendents seems to come far short, in many instances, of representing the 
will of the majority of the school directors, or the people. In the lumbering 
sections of the State it often happens that on the first Monday in May the 
migority of the directors are under the necessity of taking their lumber to 
market, and consequently are out of their own eounty and unable to attend 
the tri-ennial convention. 
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CARBON COUNTY.— Thomas L. Fostkbl 

New Schjool Houses.^^Two new building^ were erected at Saromit HiU, 
in Manch Chunk township, daring the year, similar to that erected last year 
in the same township, and particularly described in my last annual report. 
One in East Mauch Chunk, one in Lausanne at Penn Haven to re-place 
that swept away by the freshet of June, 1862, and one in Upper Towamn- 
sing 20 by 28 feet, plank, ceiled and plastered, a very comfortable room, but 
without the '* modem improvements. '' With an increased burden of taxation 
for county and road purposes occasioned by the freshet of last summer, our 
citizens are not much disposed to incur any greater expenditure for new 
school houses and the improvement of old, than actual necessity demands. 
They will try to make the old answer another term, temporarily postponing 
intended expenditures. 

Furniture. — The- new school houses were furnished with good home- 
made furniture. In this respect all the modern buildings surpass those buiH 
•five or six yours ago. The directors of Mauch Chunk borough expected to 
famish at least one other school room with the modem iron frame furniture, 
during the last year, but the purchase, for the reasons stated in the fore- 
going paragraph, was postponed until the present year. They are now in 
negotiation for it, but may again postpone the purchase in consequence of 
the advanced prices. 

The School. — As stated in my last report, there are no graded schools in 
Carbon county. The nearest approach to the system is in towns and villages 
where two or more schools are located near each other in which some eflFort 
is made by directors to distribute the pupils among the schools according 
to their advancement. A regular system of examination and gradation 
from a lower to a higher school has not been adopted. Admissions and ad- 
vancements are made by orders from the secretaries and upon the recom- 
mendations of teachers. This system is adopted in Mauch Chunk borough, 
part of East Mauch Chunk borough, at Summit Hill and Nesquehoning, in 
Mauch Chunk township, at Weatherly, and at Beaver Meadow, in Banks 
township. The other schools of the county are neither graded, nor in modern 
sense classified. Those systems are impracticable in localities where th«« 
children of a neighborhood, of all ages and degrees of advancement, from 
the alphabet upward, must of necessity attend the same school. 

Teachers. — The teachers employed during the last year all gave general 
satisfaction; at least no complaint was made by the directors of any district. 
In some instances certificates below the standard were necessarily grant- 
ed, in consequence of the deficiency of the number of well qualified teachers. 
Some of these found more lucrative employment in other branches of busi- 
neaSi supplying the places of persons who were either drafted or were vol- 
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unteera in the army. In some difltricts it was necessary to hold two ex- 
aminations, and in one district three, before a sufficient number of appli- 
cants presented themselves to supply the schools. I have a note of only two 
female teachers employed in schools which had previously been taught by 
males. These gave entire satisfaction, were well qualified, and their sue* 
cess will have a tendency to remove a prejudice, unaccountably existing in 
some localities; against the employment of females^ 

Visitaiians.'^FoT the first time during my official connection with the 
schools, a period of six years, this duty was in several districts entirely 
omitted. During the period when the districts east of the Lehigh should 
have been visited, they were isolated fi*om the county seat by the destruc- 
tion of )>ridgeB and roads. The public examinations were commenced at the 
usual time, and the districts were visited for that purpose; but a sufficient 
number of applicants for the schools did not present themselves at either of 
the examinations, rendering it necessary to appoint other days, and by ad- 
vertisement and otherwise to endeavor to procure the attendance of appli- 
cants. For this reason the opening of the schools was postponed to a later* 
period than usual, and at last were opened one after another, as teachers 
could be procured. After they were fairly in operation, visitations were 
commenced, but were interrupted by sickness and continuous stormy 
weather and almost impassable roads, inducing postponement from day to 
day and week to week, until the school term closed. For the same reason, 
this duty was not as fully performed by directors and citizens as it was last 
year. The importance of regular monthly visitations by directors, who 
have been recommended to organize themselves into committees for that 
purpose, is generally appreciated in this county by these officers and by 
parents, and for several years past there has been a gradual increase in the 
number of visits, by both directors and parents, which, except for the rea* 
sons above stated would doubtless have continued during the last term. 

Distinct /ns/i<u^8.— At the examination of teachers the importance of the 
district institutes, and the requirements of the law, were fully presented by 
the superintendent to teachers and directors. A plan of organization and 
order of exercises was suggested in districts where such suggestions seemed 
necessary, and a monthly report was requested. I have no official report 
from any district, but am pleased to be able to state that organizations were 
effected and meetings held in all of the districts where it was practicable for 
teachers to meet for the purpose. In several instances two or more districts 
were united in one institute. In consequence of the unusual amount of 
stormy weather and the bad conditiun of the roads, during the greater part 
of the school term, the meetings were not as well attended as they would 
have been under more favorable oircumstanoes; but^ upon the whole, I am 
jl^ble to report very fair progress in this new »nd important department, in- 



CARBON OOUKTY. M 

dicating the wisdom of the enactment, as a means of increasing the ability 
of oar teachers, and of the consequent improvement of our schools. . 

Moral Instruction, — The Scriptures are not regularly read at the opening 
of thirty-six schools. Sectarian prejudices may be assigned as the chief 
cause of this neglect The general effect of the omission is not perceptible, 
except by comparison with other schools in which the reading of the Scrip* 
tures, usually followed by prayer and singing, is the usual opening exercise. 
Such comparison exhibits the latter as superior to the others in order, mo^ 
rality and tractableness of the pupils. The teacher who, for the instruction 
of himself and school, reverently reads the Word of God, sincerely appeals 
to Him for help and guidance, and raises his voice in harmony with those 
of his pupils in praise of the ''Oiver of all good," commands the love and 
respect of those under his care, in a greater degree, than he who seeks to 
enforce discipline without appeal to those higher moral feelings and duties 
which are the offspring of religious instruction. Where punishment, or the 
fear of it; is alone relied upon as a preventive of crime, cunning and de-* 
ception are the means of concealment; and where a premium is thus indi- 
rectly offered for proficiency in these vices, it is not surprising that they 
should flourish, and become distinguishing characteristics of the school and 
of the neighborhood where moral instruction, based upon the teachings and 
precepts of the Christian religion, is neglected and practically discarded. 

Public Sentiment.-^The prevailing sentiment in reference to the value of 
the common school continues to be favorable. Here and there an individual 
may be found who condemns the system, because of defects in the schools 
of his immediate neighborhood ; but even he would not repeal the law and 
return to the old system, if he had the power to do so. 

Suggestions and Bemarks, — If, before the commencement of the rebellion, 
there did not exist a male population largely in excess of the mechanical, 
mercantile, agricultural and professional wants of the country, it is evident 
that there must now be a large deficiency. Tens of thousands have fallen 
sacrifices for our national existence, and other tens of thousands are standing 
ready for the sacrifice, if the necessity requires them. But such excess did 
not exist ; and, as a consequence, the demand of the various industrial inter- 
ests for operatives is greater than the supply. In accordance with the law 
of supply and demand, wages have advanced from fifty to one hundred per 
centum. Thousands of young men who heretofore found employment in our 
school rooms for a few months of the year, are in the service of their coun- 
try ; and for every one of these who is not in such service a situation in a 
store, a work-shop, an office or on a farm, is open for his acceptance, at a 
rate of compensation much greater than he ever received as teacher of the 
common school. Under these circumstances there are two methods by which 
our schools can be supplied with teachers : First, by increasing the length 
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of term and rate of compensation sufficiently to indace young men to remain 
in or enter the profession: Second, by employing female teachers at such 
rates as will command the services of those competent for the business. The 
first, it is not likely, will be generally adopted ; it would involve increased 
taxation, and this (notwithstanding the increased ability of tax-payers. by 
reason of advanced wages and prices of products) the people are averse to, 
particularly in this county, where the local taxes for ether purposes have 
been necessarily increased. The second is practicable, and should be adopted. 
The prevalent idea that a female cannot control a school of large boys, is 
erroneous. They are usually better disciplinarians than males, and even in 
schools where muscle has heretofore been considered an indispensable 
qualification of the teacher, they will bo found to command that respect 
which will insure order and studiousness, where before was confusion and 
idleness. A trial of competent female teachers will satisfy the citizens of 
many districta, that their prejudices against their employment are not well 
founded. 

After six years of service as county superintendent, I am succeeded by a 
erentleman of large experience as a practical teacher, who, I feel assured, 
will carry forward any improvements which may have been adopted during 
my term of office, correct such errors as may have been committed, and sug- 
gest such further improvements as his experience and ability will enable him 
to do. In retiring from a position of long and intimate relations with the 
School Department of the Stiate, and with the directors and teachers of Carbon 
county, I feel at liberty, while sincerely grateful for the uniform confidence 
and courtesy extended to me during my term, to ask a continuance of the 
same to my successor. 
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School Houses, — ^Erected during the year 7; Ferguson 3, Harris 1, Potter 
1. Pcnn 2; frame structures, occupy suitable sites, and though lacking in 
some essentials, such as shade trees, out-buildings, ventilators and ante- 
(chambers, they are neat and substantial buildings on the improved style of 
arrhitccture, with suitable and skillfully arranged desks and seats, and 
apacions grounds. Those of Ferguson are rather small. Wholly defective 
5; of these Gregg has 2, Boggs 1, Huston 1, Howard 1. Boggs, Howard, 
and perhaps ^gi^gg, will build new ones this summer. The location of these 
old structures, though in one or two instances difficult of access, is not so 
much to be condemned as the rickety, dilapidated condition of their walk 
and furniture. 
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Fumiiure, — ^If we except the housos built within the year, few others 
hav^e been furnished to any considerable extent; it comprises the articles 
already named. Two houses in Benner, one in Spring, and one in Snow 
Shoe, have been repaired considerably and furnished ; each desk and its 
corresponding seat are suited to accommodate two scholars. 

ApparaitLS. — The number of schools supplied with any considerable ap- 
paratus during the year includes the repaired and new houses already 
alluded to; it consists of large black-boards, maps, and, two or three in pri- 
mary cards. Pelton's outline maps have been in use among us for a num- 
ber of years. 

Schools. — Graded during the year 2; Ferguson 1, Marion 1. Those of 
Ferguson were in operation at the same time and in charge of different teach- 
ers. In Marion both were taught in the same room at different periods by 
the same teacher ; the adults of both sexes are put in one school, and the 
smaller scholars in the primary. There are 8 schools in the county which 
are taught on the plan adopted in Marion, and though supposed to be an 
economical mode, it too frequently gives rise to disputes between parents 
and directors, when primary classes are prepared to be transferred. There 
is no school within our borders that is not either graded or classified ; but 
classification in some schools is defective for the want of uniform arithmetics. 
Osgood's series of school books are found in three-fourths of our schools, 
and probably ere the close of the current year will be general. 

Teachers. — ISO teachers have taught within the year; males 105, and fe- 
males 75. Of the former, 20 hold the professional certificate, provisional 85 ; 
of the latter, 6 hold the professional certificate, and 69 the provisional ; 18 of 
the first-class male teachers gave general satisfaction, 76 of the males of the 
Hccond-class gave evidence of considerable tact and ability, and 9 had mis- 
taken their calling. Of the females who hold the professional certificate, 5 
gave full satisfaction, 1 failed somewhat in school government. The females 
who hold the provisional, with four exceptions, have done a good work, far 
beyond our expectations. It will be perceived that the increase of female 
teachers since last year is 34, the number last year being 41 — nearly 2 to 1 ; 
and their success may be favorably compared with that of the males. 

Visitation. — All the schools, except two which were not in session when 
I visited the district, were visited onct;, 105 twice, 15 three times and 8 four 
times, devoting, on an average, about two hours to each. There has been 
an increase of 6 within the year. In the performance of this duty I make it 
ray practice to observe closely all the workings of the school, methods of 
instruction, order, Ac, and with the teacher's permission a^etimes hear 
several classes recite briefly, and invariably follow with a 8h6rt address to 
the scholars, in which I take occasion to urge the necessity of regular at- 
tendance, industry and order in school, the advantages of a good education, 
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and the evila of ignoraaee. Suggestions to teachers are given privately. 
Many of the ditectors and parents ''can not find time" to visit the schools. 
The directors and parents in the districts of Bellefonte, Half Moon and 
Milesbnrg have done the most visitation, and as a sequence the wants of 
their schools are supplied, the children take more interest in their studies, 
and the teachers labor to have their work always ready for inspection. 

District Secteiaries.-^The districts whose secretaries have acted as district 
supefiiitendents within the year are Benner, Potter, Bellefonte, Liberty and 
Snow Shoe. Their success has been proportionate to their fitness for their 
duties. This extra visitation has been productive of good. Benner and 
Potter will dispense with the office the current year, and as an offset Boggs 
has adopted it 

District InatUtUea, — 21 have been held on alternate Saturdays in as many 
districts. The teachers of Bellefonte, Milesburg and Unionville borouf^hs, 
and Farmers^ Mills, (independent,) united with those immediately around 
them. The boards of some 2 or 3 districts took no steps whatever to con- 
form with the law in relation to them. A few of the teachers of the delin- 
quent districts voluatarily attended elsewhere. The aggregate number of 
teachers that attended during the year is 162. These associations have been 
invariably conducted on the drill principle, with occasional addresses, essays 
and topics for discussion pertaining to school management by one or more 
of their number. I succeeded in attending 12 of these associations during 
the winter. Upon the whole, institutes, both local and general, are among 
our chief agencies in building up the teacher's profession. Valuable infor< 
mation is imparted and received through their instrumentality, and the 
teachers who will not avail themselves of this means of improvement will 
soon find themselves distanced by this age of progress, and be forced to 
abandon the profession. Many of the boards have thus far failed to encourage 
or sanction them by their presence, and it is needless to say that until these 
guardians of our system will condescend to co-operate in this work, the 
main object of the law will be in a measure defeated. The boards of Half 
Moon, Bellefonte, Curtin and Potter are among our most active co-operators 
in this as in all other duties, and its salutary cfTcct is obvious on their 
schools. 

Moral Instruction, — In 172 schools ^he Scriptures were read daily, not as 
a text-book from which to learu to read, but to impart moral instruction. — 
Four reported to have substituted moral lectures occasionally. Almost 
daily is demonstration afforded us of the error of confining the education of 
youth to intellectual acquirements alone. Frequently do we see young men 
of promise, of no common literary attainments, speedily give way to temp- 
tation, because their minds were not fortified in the morning of life by deep- 
rooted moral culture. It is observable that where the Scriptures are im.-' 
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f^resBirelj and reTerently read, and exemplified by the consistent and upright 
Ufe of the teacher, it has a corresponding effect upon the papils. 

Pvblic Sentiment, — Oar system of education continues to be a fixed fact, 
'and has lost none of its prestige amid the convulsions and horrors of war. 
Its growing appreciation is seen at a glance, in the number of new and costly 
school edifices yearly erected ; the general introduction of uniform books, 
maps and other appliances of the school room ; the anxiety which prevails 
among all classes to secure the services of good teachers ; and the compara- 
tive alacrity with which they pay the school tax, €unid the innumerable other 
demands and taxation necessarily created by this sin-cursed rebellion. The 
eause of this pleasing feature is the increased efficiency of the agencies em- 
ployed, ibr in proportion to the satisfaction given by the operatives of the 
system will the system itself be appreciated by the masses. This may be 
traced to another cause also. In the early history of the system our people 
depended in a great measure on other counties and other States for com- 
petent teachers ; but of late years the sons and daughters of our tax-paying 
eommunities have been our teachers, thus realizing both pecuniarily and 
mentally the advantages of a liberal education. Add to this the fact that 
many of those who have arrived at eminence in their profession at the bar, 
la the pulpit, in our legislative halls, or on the battle fields, have been born 
in cottages, the children of comparative penury, can now refer with feel- 
ings of gratitude and pleasure to the early efforts of the faithful common 
school teacher who had labored to smooth their pathway and shape their 
course. We are beginning to see that knowledge is mightier than the sword ; 
that the perpetuity of our form of government rests upon enlightened public 
opinion ; and that the dearest rights of man, civil and religious liberty, are 
enjoyed in full fruition by the educated only. 

County Institutes, — Two county institutes have been hold within the year ; 
one at Millhcim between the holidays, continuing three days, the other at 
Port Matilda, on the 6th and 7th of February. At the former we were as- 
sisted by Prof. F. A. Allen, of West Chester, and it is to his well known 
ability that we owe much of its success. About 100 teachers were in at- 
tendance, who were entertained by the citizens free of charge. At the latter 
our corps of teachers was not so large, but its sessions were not less inter- 
esting. This effort gained the cause of institutes many friends, in a region 
where considerable disaffection towards them had previously existed. At 
the first, three professional certificates were issued, at the second one. 

Agencies, — Three academies and two select schools are in successful 
operation. Each has a normal class, and many of our young teachers are 
availing themselves of their benefits ; several have gone to other institutions. 

Suggested Improvements. — The minimum school term is too short, and 
boards are seen to take advantage of it generally. In vain will superin* 
5 
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tendenta and other educationalists devote their time, talents and energfes Ur 
the work of training teachers who, when trained, are forced to leave fhm 
profession because it does not afford them permanent employment. A aoc* 
cession of recruits year after year present themselves for enrolment for about 
a three years' campaign, and many of these desert before Che expiration of 
the time, because the service does not afford them means of subsistence. If 
legislative action would give ns at least six or eight months, many would be 
induced to remain in the vocation, and the youth of the State would be pro- 
portionably benefitted. But we inust wait for more means and more peaceable 
times* 

Bemarka, — The late amendment to the school law, retaining the old or- 
ganisation until the end of the school year, meets with universal favor, and 
no doubt will enable the boards to furnish to the Department full and reliable 
annual reports. That which relates to the holding of district institutes ie 
oot so well received. Many do not relish the idea of having to pay teacheiB 
wbile engaged in self-improvement, forgetful of the fact that their schooie 
are correspondingly improved by this means ; but I trust that objections to 
it will soon disappear. About 100 of our best teachers have responded to 
the call of their country, many of whom have fallen victims to disease and 
the rebel's sword. In conclusion, permit me to speak of the kindness and 
consideration with which I have been received for the last three years by 
directors, teachers and other friends of education throughout the county. — 
Their courtesy and hospitality have tended materially to cheer me **on my 
weary way," and produce in my heart the most grateful feelings. I have 
not the vanity to suppose that the attentions thus received were paid merely 
to an humble teacher ; it is the courtesy accorded to the office of county sa- 
periutendent by our people, an office having for its object the happiness and 
well-being of the present and future youth of our State. 



CHESTER COUNTY.— W. W. WooDBUPf. 

School Houses, — Eight new houses have been built during the year, and 
one has been enlarged and otherwise improved. These are, with one ex- 
ception, substantial stone or brick buildings. Two new houses in East Cain 
are heated from below, the stove being placed in the cellar and surrounded 
by a non-conductor. The heat passes up through a register in the middle 
of the floor of the school room, and is equally distributed to all parts of the 
house. By this arrangement room is saved, dirt and noise are avoided, clothes 
and furniture are not injured by the heat, and the attention of the school is 
not distracted while some one renews the fire. The passage to the cellar Is 
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throupT^ the entry. Nearly all the new houses have emfficient grounds at- 
tached, inclosed hy substantial fences. There is an increasing disposiUon 
to inclose all our school grounds, and to lay out and ornament them. la a 
faw instances flower-beds and rude but pleasant arbors are seen. In some 
districts all the houses are surrounded by neat fences, and the yards properly 
fat with ornamental trees. In very many others beautiful groves have been 
selected us sites, and all that is needed in each case is a good fence. Still 
|re have a few houses situated at the forks of roads, exposed to view on all 
•ides ; on side hills, inaccessible except on foot ; and in valleys where, in 
Aommer, the heat is oppressive, and in winter, by reason of mud, they are 
almost unapproachable. But as a rule the directors now exhibit as muek 
tMte and judgment in selecting sites as are shown by any class of our peo- 
ple in locating their private residences, and I doubt whether any county*ia 
the State has done more than this, during the last three years, to improve 
it» school houses. If our rural districts were classed according to the chav- 
acter of their school houses, Upper Uwchlan, Uwchlan, East Cain, East 
Whiteland, Highland, East Nottingham and West Nottingham would 
eome first, and East Brandywine, West Brandywine, Lower Oxford, West 
Yincent, Valley, Pocopson and West Bradford would come last. It must 
not be understood that all the houses in the districts first mentioned are fully 
approved, nor that all in the last named are condemned. In the seven di»> 
tricts last mentioned there are four good houses, while the others are so poor 
as to justify the classification given. It should be added that in all these 
districts, except iwo, the directors are making arrangements to build one or 
more houses. 

Furniture. — But little change has been made in the furniture of our old 
sehool houses since my last report. The new ones have generally been fur- 
nished with suitable desks, table for the teacher, and a fair amount of black- 
board surface. There are fifty-six houses whose furniture I consider, upon 
die whole, unfit. The deficiency most manifest is in black-board surface. 
Frequently the small board furnished by the directors is so placed as to be 
almost inaccessible, there being no convenient place provided in the con- 
struction of the building and the arrangement of the desks. 

Apparatus, — Little or no addition has been made to the limited supply of 
apparatus. A few globes are found where none have been before observed, 
but in most cases these are the property of the teacher. It is the purpose 
of the superintendent during the coming year to call attention of teachers 
aud directors specially to the importance of illustrative apparatus. 

Schools. — No schools have been graded since my last report. In a few 
the scholars have been separated into two classes during a portion or all of 
the year, and placed under diflfercnt teachers, the division being determined 
in some general sense by their state of advancement; but it has not in most 
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mstances been considered permanent, and has had little or no stimnlating 
effect. The schools of West Chester and Phoenixville are rigidly graded, 
the pupils being transferred from a lower to a higher department only when 
tiieir progress will justify it. Birmingham, East Bradford, West Bradford, 
DowniDgtown, Elk, Honeybrook, Eennett, Kennett Square, East Marlbor- 
ongh, Oxford borough and West Whiteland have one school each in which- 
the scholars are separated as indicated above, and when thus separated 
they are counted a& two schools. Sometimes this separation is made only 
when the school is unusually full. All our schools are classified, though it 
18 often quite imperfectly done, on account of a dissimilarity of books, and 
other influences. 

leachers. — The great majority of our teachers gave reasonable satisfactkm 
daring the past year; yet it must be admitted that there was an unusual 
number of cases of failure. In a few instances this arose from the excited 
9tate of public feeling in regard to the existing rebellion. The number of 
males engaged in teaching in the county during any portion of the year was 
152, a falling off of 20 compared with last year; the number of females 243, 
an Iticrease of 20. In some districts where females have not heretofore been 
much employed, they have succeeded so well as to occasion a great change 
of feeling in their favor, while in a few other districts where there is and has 
been no prejudice against them, females have in an unexpected number of 
Instances failed to give reasonable satisfaction. But where the number of 
female teachers is sixty per cent, in excess of that of the males, the former 
most expect to fail in a greater number of instances. I still hold that, 
scholarship and experience being equal, females as a rule succeed better thaii 
males in our common schools. 

VisUcUion. — I made 3 17 visits during the year. A few schools were visited 
twice, and a ew were not visited, owing entirely to the almost impassable 
condition of the roads during the greater part of the season of visitation. — 
One hour was about the average length of each visit. Directors in neariy 
an the districts visit the schools with commendable regularity, either in a 
body, or by distributive appointment, or by the secretary acting -as district 
superintendent. In a few districts parents visit the schools frequently, but 
in far the greater number no visits are recorded. I need not say which 
districts have the better schools. 

District Secretaries. — In only four or five districts do the secretaries act 
as district superintendents. In such districts the teachers are generally held 
to a rigid accountability in regard to their attendance upon the Saturday 
institutes, and the material wants of the schools are well supplied. 

District Institutes. — Nearly all the districts have held institutes on alter- 
nate Saturdays, or have required their teachers to attend one in the vicinity. 
In some the duty was neglected during the first part of the year, and in very 
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many it was engaged in with evident reluctance ; in hve it was omitted al- 
together. Some boards were opposed to organizing th^ institute, having 
no oonfidence that it would be successful. I hardly need add that when it 
was organized, or rather permitted to organize and set itself in motion, thos^ 
expectations were fully realized ; it was not successful. The last winter 
was a very unpleasant one, the law was not well understood, and in some 
districts contracts were entered into with the teachers before the new law was 
passed, all tending to interfere with the carrying out of the law in its true 
spirit. I think we can do better another year. 

Moral Instruction. — The Scriptures were read with regularity, though not 
always daily, in all but sixty -eight of the schools visited. Generally th» 
reading was done by the teacher at the opening of the morning session. I am 
aol aware that other modes of moral instruction were regularly pursued in 
any of the schools, except to give such counsel as seemed proper when cir- 
eumstances and occurrences required it. 

Public Sentiment, — There is no hostility to the common school system, aa 
such, in the county. Opposition to some of its features there is in a few 
instances, and general indifference as to its results in many. In a county 
lying near a large city it is to be expected that there will be numerous pri* 
vate schools. Such is the fact here, but there is and has been, and there 
leems among all a sincere disposition to maintain, a full and cheerfhl co? 
operation in the great work of education which must be done for every 
generation by its immediate predecessor. 

Bemarks. — Five local institutes were held during the year, besides a county 
institute held in October, which continued five days and was well attended 
by teachers and the public generally. The aggregate attendance of teacheni 
at these institutes was nearly 300. In some of our districts two years ago 
the term was shortened a month. I am glad to be able to report that there 
is now a general disposition to make the term a month longer; so that I am 
confident the report of the coming year will show a better average in regard 
to the length of the term than any preceding one. 
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Buildings. — Five new buildings were erected during the year ; one in Sa- 
lem, one in Porter, one in Beaver and two in Licking. The one most de- 
serving of note is that of Madison; more taste has been displayed in the 
selection of a l^ation, and in its construction, than is usual in the county. 
The number of buildings still unfit for use is forty. The following districts 
still retain buildings so entirely unfit as to deserve particular mention: Elk 
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ihtee, Knox two, Ashland one, Licking three and Farmington fieren. With 
Tery few exceptions no old buildings were supplied with new furnittife, 
those needing new furniture being too insufficient to warrant any outlay. — 
No apparatus introduced during the year. 

Schools, — Most of our teachers had their schools respectively classified. 
There has been a marked change for the better in this respect. A uniform 
series of text-books has been adopted throughout the county, thereby ms- 
ierially furthering the efforts of teachers in respect to classification. The 
Dumber of graded schools remains the same as last year. The number of 
teachers whose schools were found to progress very satisfactorily was eighty. 
Many others did not quite come up to the standard, and are consequent!/ 
not included among them. 

Female Teachers. — The number of female teachers in the county duriagf 
the past year was ninety. The year previous they numbered fifty. As far 
as my own experience is concerned, I regard the employing of young females 
to take charge of winter schools as decidedly injurious. There are worthy 
exceptions, but in the great majority of cases I have found them totally ill- 
competent to govern their schools. To all such their short-comings, with 
the remedies, were kindly pointed out. In some cases I found upon a sub* 
etequent visit that they had been acted upon, but in the majority there WM 
HtUe or no improvement. 

Visitation of Schools, — ^One hundred and forty schools were visited once, 
forty were twice visited, and five thrice. The average duration of visits 
was about an hour and a half. The schools which were not visited at all 
were either temporarily closed when I was in their districts, or were in charge 
of teachers not holding valid certificates. Yisitations by parents and di- 
rectors are becoming more frequent than formerly, the good effect of which 
is apparent in the increasing diligence of pupils. 

District Secretaries, — The secretaries of Madison, Piney and Washington * 
townships acted as district superintendents with marked effect. Their mode 
of visitation was to spend one half day in each school monthly, hearing the 
regular recitations, criticising exercises and closing with an address to the 
school. 

District Institutes. — Fourteen district institutes were held regularly during 
the winter. In many cases two districts united for this purpose. The whole 
number of teachers attending was one hundred and thirty^ Most of the 
ioBtitutes were regularly attended by directors, who took part in the exer- 
cises. 

Moral Instruction: — The number of schools in which the Scriptures were 
read as an opening exercise was ninety ; ten were opened \^itb prayer, and 
a few instructed by means of a text- book. All professed to give moral in- 
atruction orally. 
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Bemarks ^District iii8.titates, bybringiDg together directors, teachers and 

'^tisens, have done much to remove prejudice against the schaoi sjstem. 
They h^ve shown to oar teachers the need of preparation for the school 
room, f^d have .induced many to enter institutions of learning in order to 
prepare themselves more fully for the duties devolving upon them. Rigid 
-examinations have also a desirable effect in producing a change of sentiment 
I have been much more strict in this respect during this year than heretofore, 
and I have foun€ such a course acceptable to the great majority of our teach* 
•ens. A want of uniformity throughout the State in regard to examinations 
10 nadoabtedly a great drawback. 



CLEABPIELB COUNTY.— C. B. Santobd. 

Kot having received my appointment as county superintendent until a 
«kort time before the expiration of the' last school year, it will be impossible 
for me to make a full report of thq^ condition of the commoA schools of this 
eounty. The official labors and observations of my predecessor, deceased, 
4ffe not on record. No statistical notes seem to have been taken of last 
year's educational operations, from which I might make a report for the por- 
tion of the year wbea he was the acting officer. At the time of the receipt 
•of my commission, -A^pril 6, 1863, many of £he schools had already closed, 
while others were about closing ; consequently but few of my own official 
acts <;an be embodied in this report 

School Houses, — The number- is 137. For the reasons already stated I 
«m unable to give the exact number erected during the year, or how many 
:are yet unfit to be the training-places of youth ; but we have a large number 
that are very objectionable either in themselves or in point of location. — 
Some are situated on bleak hills without a tree to shade them; others are 
located in the weqds; some are not sufficiently ventilated, and others have 
too much air. In^our recently construete'd houses, built generally according 
to plans in the School Architecture, a decided improvement has been made 
in the size, location and internal arrangements. The furniture in most of 
the new houses is well adapted for the convenience and comfoytof the scholars, 
the black-board surface sufficiently ample, but^Il are deficient in school ap- 
paratus. They are an ornament to their respective localities and reflect 
:great credit on th« directors. 

Graded Schools. — The only graded schools'in the county are in Clearfield 
*nd Curwensvjlle boroughs. In fhe rural districts the schools are ungraded 
And imperfectly classified, the latter owing to ^roublesome variety of school 
ix>ok& A want of uniformity in text-books i9<^eriously felt and is a serious 
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obstacle to the prosperity and progress of our schools. It presents a proper 
daasification of the school^ distracts the efforts of the teacher and retards the' 
progress of the scholars. While many districts have complied with* the re^ 
qnisition of the law in adopting a uniform series of books, jet it is bj nc 
means as general as it should or eren might be. 

Examinations. — I have not the means of ascertaining the number of cer^ 
tificates issued hy my predecessor during the last year. Since my appointment 
seven teachers have been examined privately, at the request of the board of 
directors employing them. To four of the applicants provisional certificates 
were granted for one year, two for one term, and one rejected. Hereafter 
all teachers will be expected to be publicly examined as the law requires. 
My method of examining teachers is chiefly oral, and much the same as I 
have pursued with classes in the school joom. . I never ask questions with 
the design of puzzling, always tell whether answers are right or wrong, and 
if wrong, correct the error and explain the rea%on> for it ; have no set list of 
questions prepared beforehand, but ask those which occur to me as suitable 
aad are best calculated to test the extent of the candidate's genei^al know* 
ledge, as well as his readiness, tact and power to impart that knowledge to 
Otjiers. In orthography and grammar the candidate is required to write tha 
words and sentences on the black-board,* and in turn is cabled on to give an 
orthographical, etymological and syntactical analysis. In written arithmetie 
I usually commence with elementary principles^ write a few easy practical 
problems in the various rules on the black-board, and jrequire a solution and 
an explanation of each question from the teacher. In this way the candi- 
date's knowledge of principles, as well as his aptness to teach, can be satis- 
factorily obtained. Besides, the oral method, in my judgment, is better 
adapted than the written to awaken the interest and secure the confidenca 
of teachers, directors and citizens. 

Teachers. — ^It is gratifying to learn tjiat the number of good teachers ia 
this county is increasing beyond expectation. Many were added to our 
Aumber last year, and further additions I trust will be madQ the ensuing fall. 
It is encouraging to know that many of our teachers are beginning to feel 
the great responsibility they are assuming, and the necessity of a higher 
standard of qualifications. They are anxious to avail themselves of every 
opportunity for self- improvement by study, and by reading those educational 
works which are eminently /calculated to secure usefulness and success.—* 
Candor, however, compels nje to state that too many have not yei acquired 
a sufficiently thorough and accurate knowledge of the various branches 
which they are required to teach, and are yet satisfied if they can only keep 
school and hear lessons. t 

District institvies have beep organized. generally throughout the county, 
and where properly conducted and kept in successful operation, they becom/»' 
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% powerfal agency to excite a spirit of emulation among the teachers and 
awaken a deep interest in the people. The one at Clearfield borough, whiek 
embraced Lawrence township^ was well sustained and deserves special 
mention. 

Summer School. — Nine districts had both summer as well as winter 
sehools. The summer schools generally commence in May, which appears 
to be a suitable time. 

Owing to the limited period I have been in oflice I cannot speak of those 
other points required by the Department, but I hope to be able to afford MM 
information in my next annual report 



CLINTON COUNTY Jesse H. Beebt, 

In submitting this, my sixth and last annual report, it affords me much 
pleasure to state, that notwithstanding the great ordeal through which this 
country has been and is now passing, the educational interests of the coun- 
ty still occupy a strong hold in the affections of our people. The follow- 
ing tabularized statement will show, at a single glance, the amount of labor 
that has been performed by the superintendent in this county during the 
past year, viz : 

New School houses. — Two were built in Allison, one in Bald Eagle, and 
one in Porter district, making four in all. These are substantial frame build- 
ings, erected at an average cost of about $700. 

Ihimiiure. — There has been no material change from the preceding year 
in the furniture of our school rooms. A few rooms have been furnished 
with new seats and desks. 

Apparatus — The only apparatus furnished schools by directors was in 
Leidy district, a historical and geographical chart being placed in eacK 
school. Teachers possessing charts, globes, &c., have used them in the 
schools in which they were engaged as teachers. 

Oraded Schools. — A strong effort was made in Pine Creek district to es- 
tablish a Union graded school ; but the opposition was great and the pro- 
ject failed for the time being. The effort to establish such school Will be 
renewed this year, and as the public mind is becoming more favorable to 
the enterprise, the prospects for success are good. The graded schools which 
were in session in the county during the past year, are as follows : 

Lock Haven Union Graded Schools. — For the accommodation of these 
schools, there are two buildings, one containing four rooms and the other 
two. There are also two rented rooms in addition to the above, in which 
primary schools have been taught, making eight school rooms in all. By 
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in act of the last Le^fslatare, Lock Haven has been formed into three warda. 
VIm West ward does not contain a school house, bat jthe presumption Is 
tiunt suitable buildings will soon be erected there, and that the renting of iUj 
▼entilated and badly furnished rooms will be dispensed with. 

T?ie Flemingion school was partially graded. It will require another 
latge school room there, before justice can be done to the pupils of that Til- 
lage. During the past winter the vestibule of the school house was far- 
Miahed, and a primary school taught there. The pupils of Flemington muai 
kftTO more room to make their schools a success. 

Farrandsville sustains a good graded school. The building contains two 
large rooms, separated by folding doors ; the location is pleasant, and the 
•efaools a success. 

Beech Creek has a graded school. The building is comparatively new, 
aod is pretty well adapted to the purpose for which it was built. The school 
ia composed of two grades. 

The Salona graded school, for a number of years under the care of Prof. 
Da&iel Ilorr, has accomplished a good work. More teachers have been 
Vacated in this school than in any other graded school in the county. The 
btilding is large, containing three school rooms and a lecture room. Bat 
two of the school rooms have been used for school purposes as yet. 

Logansville has a good graded school. The building contains two large 
school rooms and a splendid lecture room. Considering the short time a 
graded school has been established here, and the good results already flow- 
ing from it, the enterprise promises to meet the expectations of the moat 
sanguine. 

Where graded schools should be established: — Tylers ville, (Logan die- 
trict,) Hamburg, (in Lamar,) Clintonville, (in Porter,) Dunnsburg and Lock 
Port, (in Woodward,) and Pine Creek and Leidy districts. Every graded 
school in the county is a standing argument in favor of the establishment of 
sach schools, whenever and wherever practicable. 

Normal School. — The first session of the " Clinton County Normal school" 
commenced in August last, continuing three months. A number of ladies 
and gentlemen attended this school who taught quite successfully during the 
past winter. The second session began in April and is still in progress. 
The school is located in Logansville, and is conducted by Prof, L. F, Billle. 
It is hoped it will piove a great auxiliary to the cause of education in the 
county. 

Colored Schools. — The school for colored children in Lock Haven was 
in session the usual length of time. A "mixed" school in Keatiug was in 
session also. These schools demonstrate the fact that the color of the skin 
is no obstacle in the way to intellectual development, philosophical disqui- 
siUons on the natural inferiority of the races to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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Tedchers. — The accompanying atateroent or table will show the whole 
AtuAbcr of teachers examined in the county during the past year. Of tbte 
liiimber (110) 51 males and 47fema1e3 received the "temporary certificate/* 
#nd 7 males and 5 females "county certificate." The average quaHficaiions 
of those receiving the provisional certificate was about **2^'^," including in 
this estimate the applicant's knowledge of the "theory and practice of teach- 
ing." From necessity many young and inexperienced teachers were enf- 
ployed, and their success was not aa good as that attending the laboM of 
ittore experienced teachers. 

The entire number of " county certificates" granted since the present fonil 
of certificates was furnished is 53. Of this number but a small percentafg^ 
^MBttin in the schools — some are in the army^ some are following othei^ cidl- 
lAffi, some moved^to other localities and some are dead. 

A greater number of female teachers were employed last winter tiMHi tl 
any former time, and the success attending their efforts proves their adapt** 
tioB to the school room. 

VwiUUion of Schools. — All the schools in the county that were in sessioii 
WtHsn we made our regular visitations were visited once, some of them twiM 
and a few three times, with the following exceptions, viz: the schools of 
Oallaghcr, (four in number,) two schools in Keating and one school in Bald 
Eagle. 

Moral Instruction. — The Bible was road in all the schools of the county^ 
except fourteen. There can be but one opinion respecting the propriety of 
reding daily a portion of God's Word in the school room. Its effect for 
good on the young mind is marked and decided. ^ 

. Iiistitules, — The Chapman institute convened at "West Port, August 15tb, 
and continued in session two days. There was a large attendance of teach- 
ers and citizens, some being present from a distance of twenty miles. Rev. 
J. Milton Akers assisted much to interest and edify the audience. 

The Logansville institute met in that village October 30. h, and was in 
aeesion three days. About forty teachers were in attendance. Class drilte, 
essays, select readings, lectures, debates and vocal music formed the order 
af exercises. It was a very profitable session. 

The GLinLon County Teachers^ inditute convened in the Methodist chapel, 
Dannsburg, in a three days' meeting, commencing January 1st, 1863. A 
Ivrgie number of teachers and citizens came up to the institute. Aside from 
the teachers, the Rev. J. De Moyor and Alex. Reed, Esq , were the prin- 
cipal lecturers. It was one of the most successful institutes ever held in 
the county. 

A joint institute between adjacent districts, in Clinton and Centre eoontiM, 
was convened at Eagleville, Centre county, in February last. It, too, was 
well attended and resulted in much good. 
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District Institutes, — It was next to impossible for the teachers ia the **vp 
river disiricts^^ to comply with the law respecting these institutes. The, 
eountrj is mountainous, the schools frequently isolated and the facilities for 
travel not good. Many of the teachers, too, were ladles, and could not travel 
a long distance over those rough roads. The Philadelphia and Erie railroad 
is now completed through this section, and teachers on the line of the road 
will be enabled in the future to attend. 

There were no institutes or ''other exercises/' required by law, in Lock 
Haven, though nine teachers were employed. All the other districts moat 
cheerfully complied with the law and the result is seen in the improved con- 
dition of their schools. 

Pvblic sentiment is decidedly favorable to our common schools. I hav^ 
heard scarcely a word spoken against the schools or the school law during 
the past year. What the people want are results, and the schools are now 
imparting these. The people of Clinton have confidence in their schools. 

Conclusion. — Fourteen years of my life have been devoted to the cause 
of oommon schools, six of those years to the superintendency, in this my 
nmHve county, I am sensibly aware that during this long period I have 
made mistakes. Still I have the satisfaction to know that however muokia 
arror I always conscientiously tried to do my duly. 
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As I did not receive my commission until about the first of April, when 
most, if not all, of the schools had closed, I had no opportunity to visit them ; 
and of course my means of collecting reliable data were very limited. I 
expected to receive those from my predecessor, but he has, instead, made a 
brief report, which I herewith transmit. 

School Houses. — Not having visited the schools, I cannot report on tlie 
condition of the houses from observation. I have been informed, however, 
that there are still a large number that are deficient in many respects. A few 
new buildings have been erected, and others are contemplated during next 
year. 

Schools, — I believe the schools were all open at least four months during 
the year. Many of the school boards have adopted a uniform series of text- 
books. 

Visitation, — So far as I have the means of knowing, the schools of but one 
district were visited by the superintendent. Conyngham district is reported 
to have received one visit, to each of its schools, of thirty minutes. I do not 
know that any others were visited at aU. 
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InsHtuies. — In consequence of the removal, from the county, of my prede* 
feesor, no county institute was held during the winter. District institutes 
were organized and successfully conducted in many of the townships. I 
attended a few of them during the winter, and was much gratified at the 
interest manifested on the part of both teachers and parents. In some in- 
stances the school houses were crowded by attentive and apparently highly 
interested audiences. 

The teachers of Greenwood, Bloom and Pine seemed to be fully aroused 
to the importance of their work. I believe the same remark will apply to 
many other districts. One or more of the directors were generally present. 

Public Seniimeni, — It is highly gratifying to know that the spirit of op» 
position to the school system, which has been manifested in some parts of 
the county, is rapidly giving way. The district institutes, if properly con- 
ducted, must undoubtedly have a very salutary influence upon the minds of 
the people. 

Examinations, — At the request of directors, a few teachers were examined 
by me for the summer schools. 
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School Houses. — Number built during the year, 23; the aggregate cost 
$7,725 39 ; average cost $335 93. Woodcock borough built the best ; a fine 
building 40 by 50 feet on the ground and two stories high. Cost $1,500. 
The greater part of the new houses are well arranged, substantial struc- 
tures; yet there are a few much less convenient and useful than they might 
have been made. The most common defect is in placing windows on all 
sides, so as to leave no suitable space for black-board surface. It seems 
that some method oujrht to be adopted for preventing the erection of new 
houses which violate all rules of taste and convenience. Perhaps it might be 
well to require the board, before building a house, to submit the plan for the 
approval of some competent authority. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — A number of school houses have had un- 
suitable and inconvenient desks and seats re-placed by better ones. The 
Oochranton school, through the exertions of its enterprising principal, Mr. 
B. C. M'Clintock, has been supplied* with Holbrookes apparatus, a six inch 
globe, a microscope, Wilson's charts, various maps, and the nucleus of a 
library and mineralogical cabinet. 

Oraded schools in number and arrangement remain the same as in the last 
report. The manner of grading diflPers according to the size of the school and 
the number of teachers employed In Meadville, beside the high school, there 
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ta^four grades ; in Titusville there are three grades, but from the crowded 
«tftte of the Bchool another teacher is much needed. In Conneautville Ike 
primary school is separated from the others. The other division a pari •f 
the year is divided into two grades and a part into three, according to the 
number of scholars that attend. This seems to have a bad effect, deranging 
the gradation twice every year and making it much more difficult to arrange 
the studies properly. There is but little doubt that, if both ConneautviUe 
aad Titusville would keep a definite number of schools open the whole je»r, 
and adopt a regular course of study, the interests of their schools would be 
very much enhanced. We have no schools neither graded nor classified, 
tboagh the completeness of the classification is not uniform. 

Pm/o^'on. -^The frequent calls to attend and assist at district institntee 
left me less time to devote to visitation than usual. These Saturday insti- 
tatea would sometimes occur on successive weeks from twenty to forty miles 
apart, requiring a large amount of travel to reach them. Still I was ablete 
Tiait about 306 schools, all in the county but 36. In many cases methods 
of teaching and improved arrangements, spoken of or recommended at former 
visits, were found in successful use. The aggregate value of these improved 
methods is larger than a casual observer would imagine, and is the most 
encouraging feature of my labor. 

District inMUiUes were organized in forty districts or so as to be accessible 
to the teachers of that number. About 300 teachers in all attended. I was 
able to be present at about twenty of these meetings and found them usually 
well conducted and unquestionably doing a good work. There were some 
exceptions to this but not many. .The opinion is here hazarded that a dis- 
trict institute is very much like a school, in one respect at lease ; it is interesting 
and profitable when the teachers make it so ; that it requires just as much 
labor and elTort to make an institute pay, as a school, and no more. 

County Instilute. — Two sessions of the regular county institute was held 
at Saegertown and Townville, a joint institute with Erie county at Albion, 
and one with Erie and Warren at Spartansburg. In attendance and geneiral 
interest these meetings were not inferior to former sessions. 

Moral Instruction. — The Bible was read regularly in 63 schools. 

District Superintendency, — Two secretaries acted as district superintend- 
ent for one term each. This measure is likely to be more generally intro- 
duced the present year. The directors of 26 districts visited their schools 
regularly according to law. In the remaining districts this duty was per- 
(bimed with more or less regularity but not fully up to the legal requirement 

Teachers. — Ihe whole number of teachers engaged to teach in the county 
during the year was 580, of whom (128) 22 per cent, were males and (458) 
78 per cent, females. Last year the proportion was 27 per cent, males to 
73 per cent, females. The proportionate number of male teachers is still 
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diminishing, but not as rapidly as heretofore. The eoniparative sncceaa of 
males and females will be indicated by the following : Of the 128 male 
teachers, 106 (83 per cent.) gave good satisfaction, 20 (17per cent.) mediom 
aatiflfaction, and 2 were dismissed; of the 456 females, 376 (82 per cent) 
gave good, 81 (18 per cent.) medium saiisfaction, and 2 were dismissed.—- 
^Thi8 comparison, drawn from careful returns made by the district secretariee 
and confirmed by my own observations, shows conclusively that there ie 
ao essential difference in the average success of male and fenaale teachero 
among us, a result that may surprise some who have long held a different 
opinion. 

Schools, — It may be remarked here that the general advancement of owr 
schools is not shown so much in any particular school as in the greatly in- 
creased porportionatc number of first class schools, and in the diminished 
number of failures. On the whole the success of our schools for the paal 
year has been most gratifying. The greatest improvement is seen ia the 
direction of better and more philosophical methods of teaching, methods not 
80 showy perhaps as those they have superseded, but much more effeetiTO. 
The effect of the use of these improved methods is seen in greater mental 
activity among the pupils, in the substitution of mental growth for mere 
memorizing, and in a general re-invigoration of what may be called the life 
of the school. 

Remarks. — It is due to the newspapers of this county that I should call 
attention to the cordial support they have ever given to every measure look- 
ing to ward the diffusion of knowledge and the advancementof souddeducatioii. 
For this they deserve the thanks of every friend of human progress. 

In conclusion, to many friends of education my most sincere thanks are doe 
for the generous encouragement and support so freely extended to me dariBg 
the three years just closed. I trust that no effort will be spared on mj.ptti 
to deserve and retain that support daring the three years on which we ha^e 
just entered. 
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School Houses. — There have been but two built during the year, vis: A 
fine two story brick in the borough of New Cumberland, with fine light, 
good ventilation and extensive black-board surface, and one in Lower Allen 
township, (also brick,) a fine structure, large and roomy, with high ceiling, 
good light and ventilation and warmed by a furnace in the basement. This 
is the only house in the county thus heated, and as an experiment it has 
been found to answer well. In addition to these two new houses, the direc- 
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tore of Silver Spring have made some temporary repairs upon their hoases 
in Hoguestown, which will enable tliem to postpone the building of a new one 
for a year or two longer. There are several in different parts of the county 
that need repair to make them comfortable for the coming winter, but as 
the directors have, in most cases, dignified their intention to have them pro- 
perly repaired, i refrain from particularizing. Of total unfitness for school 
purposes, the most glaring case is the school house in Shippensburg town* 
ehip, (previously reported unfit for use.) 

Furniture, — I am not able to report the introduction of new or improved 
furniture into any of the old houses, but, as a general thing, it is comforta- 
ble and convenient, although in some cases the oldcir styles of arrangement 
are adhered to. 

Apparatibs. — ^Of apparatus there has been no increase during the year, 
except in tlie article of maps. Outline maps have been introduced into all 
the schools of several districts with marked benefit. There is but one school 
in the county that has any apparatus worthy of the name, and that is the 
Shippensburg high school. Newville high school has access to the appara- 
tus belonging to the County Normal school, but to what extent the faclK- 
ties thus afforded are availed of, I have not been informed. 

Qrading, — There have been no new cases of grading durinft the year, nor 
are there any schools in the county unclassified, although different degrees 
of judgment are displayed in the classification, and I have made it a promi- 
nent part of my business to suggest such improvements as the different 
eases seeme'd to call for. I had a consultation during the winter with the 
directors and teachers of Mechanicsburg borough, on the subject of the grad- 
ing of their schools, at which it was freely admitted that their system 
needed improvement, but as the middle of the session was not deemed a 
fitting time to introduce a change, it was postponed. I hope, however, that 
the coining year will witness not only an improvement in tboir system of 
grades, but also an increase in the length of the session, more consonant 
with the otherwise progressive spirit of that rapidly improving town. 

Teachers. — Two with professional and three with provisional certificates 
comprise the whole number of those whom I consider justly entitled to be 
classed as not having given reasonable satisfaction. In districts which re- 
duce the term and the salary to the lowest possible figures, and consequently 
only receive applications from those teachers who cannot obtain situations 
elsewhere, it would be unreasonable to expect that satisfaction would be 
rendered ; and I find as a general thing, although local causes may some- 
times induce a good teacher to give his services for half their value, that the 
cheapest teachers arc those who receive the highest pay. I would not know 
where to end the list of teachers who deserve commendation for the exer- 
tiona they have put forth in the good cause, and for the success which has 
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tsTOwned those exertions, and I would rather, therefore, be excused from 
particularizing, lest I should do injustice by accidental omissions. 

Female Teachers. — The number of female teachers in the county this 
jear was M per cent, greater than last year, (36 this year, to 25 last,) 
owing partly to the absence of some of our male teachers in the army, but 
mainly, I believe, to a steadly increasing fai^i in their peculiar fitness for 
the vocation. I am both proud and happy to record n^y verdict in favor of 
the manner in which they have justified the hopes which were entertained of 
their success — proud, because that success vindicates my oft expressed con- 
viction that they are peculiarly fitted for the vocation, and happy, because I 
foresee in their continued and increasing success an indefinite extension of 
the too limited sphere in which woman has heretofore been allowed to move 
and act and bless. 

VisUalion. — I visited every school house in the county except two, a few 
of them the second time, making in all 193 visits, of an average duration of 
^ hours. As individual instances of the good effects of regular and fre- 
quent visitations by directors and pai*ents, I am sorry that I can only men- 
tion, ^for the third time,) the district of S. Middleton, where directorial and 
parental visitatioij is more regular and frequent than in any other, and 
where the good effects are visible in the increasing eflSciency of the schools 
and in the increasing interest manifested by the community. Biit I can bear 
testimony that the want of interest, as manifested by failure on the part of 
directors and parents to visit, is followed invariably by an apathy on the 
part of both teachers and pupils, which is painfully apparent even to a 
casual observer. 

District Superintendents, — There have been no district superintendents 
in this county since the erection of Penn township, from a part of Dickinson. 
Previous to the division, the township contained 20 schools, and $75 per 
annum was paid to the secretary for acting as district superintendent, but I. 
cannot say that the benefits of the system were very apparent. 

District Institutes. — I am utterly unable to give the desired information- 
under this head, as the statistics have never been furnished me by the dif- 
ferent boards of directors, nor by the secretaries of the different institutes. 
I can only say institutes have been organized in all the districts except New 
Cumberland borough and Shippensburg township, the teachers of which met 
with those of the adjoining districts. In borough districts the time of meet- 
ing has generally been on every Friday evening, in rural districts on alter- 
nate Saturdays. In those districts where I have been able to meet with 
the teachers at their institutes, the attendance has generally been full, the 
exercises consisting principally of class drills, but occasionally varied by es- 
says and lectures. The class drills are so conducted as to admit of the 
greatest freedom of discussion, and it was highly gratifying to witness tha 
6 
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extent to which the teachers avail themselves of that freedom. I am de^ 
cidedly of opinion that class drills, if well conducted, can be profitably made 
to occupy the principal time of the institutes. There were several district® 
in which I did not attend any of the institute meetings, but I must be al- 
lowed to mention, among those which I did not attend, S. Middleton, Mid- 
dlesex and Mifflin, as evincing the right spirit, and a determination to make 
the best possible use of the facilities thus afforded for mutual improvement. 
In Mifflin, especially, I saw only the desire to improve, without any of that 
thirst for triumph and display, which in some districts makes the older and 
more experienced a terror to the younger members of the corps, instead of 
the source to which they should look for instruction and encouragement. 

Moral Instruction. — There are in the county 20 schools that are regularly 
opened with prayer, 130 with the reading of Scripture, and in all the others, 
except 2 or 3, the reading of the Scriptures constitute a part, but not the 
opening part, of the daily exercise. In most schools this reading is engaged 
in by all the pupils who are able to read. In some few (and I have used 
my influence to increase the number) the reading is done by the teacher, and 
from my observation I am confident that the latter plan is the better. When 
the teacher reads a passage of Scripture in a solemn and impressive man- 
ner, the pupils will heed the matter ; whereas, when they are reading they 
look upon it as a reading exercise, and only consider the manner. There are 
no text-books on moral philosophy in use in any of our schools, nor any other 
book, except the Bible, used as a guide to moral instruction ; but oral in- 
struction in morals is imparted in some 25 or 30 regularly, in others occa- 
sionally, and I find its effects very apparent, as also that of sacred music, in 
the improved order of the schools. 

Public Sentiment. — I find the prevailing public sentiment decidedly favorable 
to the common schools, and also to the superintendency. There is no instance 
of a district making a permanent reduction of the length of the term or the 
amount of the compensation, but on the contrary there is a sure though slow 
tendency to an increase in both ; and I feel perfectly safe in saying that the 
feeling in favor of education is on the increase. 

Suggestions, — A fault which I have observed in many of the schools is a 
disposition to subordinate everything else to mathematics ; to hurry th# pupil 
through arithmetic and into algebra and geometry, not caring whether or not 
he knows when or by whom America was discovered, what form of govern- 
ment he lives under, whether the earth revolves around the sun or the sun 
around the earth, or which is more digestible, chalk or cheese. Grammar is 
slowly assuming its proper rank amongst the studies of our schools, although 
it has suffered sad neglect heretofore. 

African Schools. — There is but one school for colored children in the 
county, and that is in the borough of Shippensburg. The other schools, to 
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"wliich the blacks had access before the separation, are kept in operation nine 
tnontbs; whereas the colored school is only kept open four months, and that, 
too, at sach a salary ($18) as renders the idea of procuring a competent 
teacher simply ridiculous. I have called the attention of the board to the 
:gro8s injustice thus done, but without effect. I therefore leave it with the 
Department, to adopt such action in the premises as shall be deemed expe- 
dient 

In conclusion, I would say, in closing my official connection with the edu- 
cational interests of Cumberland county, that the term of such connection 
has been one of the happiest of my life. I have formed friendships amongst 
the directors and teachers that I hope will only terminate witli that life. I 
liave endeavored so to discharge the duties of my position as most effectually 
to advance the interests of education ; and if I have failed, I only request 
that an indulgent public may attribute that failure, where it of right belongs, 
to a want of capacity, rather than a want of desire so to advance it. 
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School Hotuses, — A very good frame school house was built last fall in 
Highspire, Lower Swatara ; one in West Hanover ; one in Jackson and one 
in Jefferson. The school house in Jefferson is an additional one, in a valley in 
which heretofore the children were in a measure debarred the privileges that 
others enjoyed. In Berrysburg the seminary building with first class furni- 
ture was used last winter for public school purposes, as one of the old school 
houses was entirely unfit for use. No mistaken economy should induce the 
directors of Mifflin to spend money in repairing such a shell. Berrysburg 
should have a public school building for both schools that would be credita- 
ble to the town. New school houses are needed badly in other districts, to 
which I have referred in former reports. In Derry three good brick school 
houses have been built in the country, yet Hummelstown is still without a 
suitable building. Forty-five school houses have been built in this county 
since the law of 1854 was passed. 

FumUure. — As to furniture, apparatus, graded schools, district secreta- 
ries, moral instruction and public sentiment, I would respectfully refer you 
to the statistical table forwarded last year. There has not been much change 
in these particulars, other than a gradual improvement. 

Teachers. — During the public examinations held last fall one hundred and 
sixty-one provisional certificates were granted, twenty-six afterwards, by 
request of directors, making one hundred and eighty-seven. The invasion 
of the State during the month in which the examinations were held, neces- 
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sarily withdrew many who would otherwise have been applicants. A num- 
ber of certificates were renewed for teachers that had hastened to the defence 
of the State. There were present at the examinations ninety-nine directors 
and two hundred and thirty-eight citizens. 

In consideration of proficiency and success in teaching, county certificates 
were granted to Frederick U. Worley, David Shope, John H, Kramer, Henry 
G. Sheesley, John W. Landis and Henry Umholtz. Several good teachers 
were retained in the county by the order exempting those who were drafted. 

Although it was expected it would be difficult to fill the schools with com- 
petent teachers, yet the directors succeeded in employing those who, with 
but few exceptions, gave general satisfaction. 

Visitations, — I commenced the visitation of schools immediately after the 
public examinations, visiting when possible three schools daily, in order to 
pass over the whole. county. See monthly reports for number of miles tra- 
veled, districts visited and time spent in the schools. I found on examina- 
tion of teachers' reports in many districts a great want of compliance with 
the law on the part of directors, so far as the regular visitation of schools 
is concerned. It is the thing particularly of which teachers complain. — 
Frequent visits from directors and parents would not only encourage the 
teacher, but induce him to work more diligently, so that pecuniarily it would 
be an advantage. 

District Institutes. — The law in reference to district institutes was very 
generally complied with. Upper Paxton and Millersburg united, Lykens 
and Gratz did the same, also Middle Paxton and Dauphin. The three teach- 
ers of Reeji were permitted to connect themselves with adjoining districts. 
At first there was a disposition in two or three districts to evade the law, 
owing to a misconstruction as to the length of the month ; when, however, 
it was fully understood, there was no difficulty. The institutes in many dis- 
tricts were well conducted, the teachers manifesting a lively interest in their 
success. Greater imiformity throughout the county is needed in the method 
of proceeding, so as to render them as interesting and profitable as possible. 
This might be accomplished to a considerable extent by an article on the 
subject of institutes well prepared and published in the School Journal. 

County Institute. — No county institute was held last winter. At the time 
fixed for holding one Harrisburg* was full of strangers, so that teachers could 
not have been accommodated. Small-pox prevailed extensively, and the 
school building in which heretofore the meetings were held was used for a 
hospital. The institute was therefore postponed. I trust we may be per- 
mitted to hold a profitable one the coming winter. 

Harrisburg. — The directors of the South ward have purchased a lot on 
Fourth street, and intend erecting a substantial brick building for the accom- 
modation of the female pupils of the ward. The opening of several more 
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schools is contemplated in the North ward, on account of the rapid increase 
of population. The teachers of the South ward devote every alternate Sat- 
urday to the exercises of an institute. In the North ward the meetings are 
not held on Saturdays, but one evening every two weeks. The board of 
control should require the teachers of both wards to meet together. Then 
there would be in Harrisburg an institute that could be rendered exceed- 
ingly interesting and profitable. The war has operated very much against 
the schools of this place during the past year. For several months after the 
battle of Antietem a number of the largest school buildings were used for 
hospitals. • The directors were compelled to stek rooms wherever they might 
be found, with all their inconveniences; these have been cheerfully borne. 
Pupils and citizens have freely and patriotically «lnistered to the wants of 
the wounded and sick soldiers in our midst. 

I shall, as heretofore, endeavor to perform my duty faithfully to the best 
of my ability, hoping, as in the past, to receive the cordial co-operation of 
directors, teachers, pupils and citizens. 
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I hs^ve the honor herewith to present my eighth annual report, embracing 
the operations of the system for the school year ending June 1, 1863 : 

School Houses. — But one new building has been erected during the past 
year. This is in Thornbury district, and is, in every respect, creditable to 
the enterprise and public spirit of the board of directors. It is well and 
substantially built, large and airy, supplied with furniture of the best pat- 
tern, and has ample means for ventilation. There are several houses still 
used which are totally unfit to be th# training-places of youth : In Aston 1, 
in Birmingham 1, in Concord 1, in Upper Chichester 2, in Lower Chichester 
1, in Edgmont 2, in Middletown 2, in Newtown 2, in Upper Providence 2, 
in Ridley 1, in Thornbury 2. 

Furniture. — One house in Middletown district has been supplied with neW 
furniture during the year. 

Graded Schools. — The directors. of Upper Providence have rented the 
building owned by the *' Delaware County Institute of Science," and have 
opened therein a graded school. It has not as yet been long enough in opera- 
tion to judge of its success, but it id certainly a move in the right direction. 

Teachers. — The whole number of teachers employed at any one time is 
one hundred, including assistants. Of these, all except eight have given 
reasonable satisfaction, and these eight all hold provisional certificates. It 
would be impossible to mention the names of all the teachers of the county 
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whose success has been distinguished, without, at least, appearing inTidions^ 
The list would necessarily include a very large majority of those who hold 
professional, as well as many of those who have provisional certificates. The 
number of female teachers has increased to fully one half of the whole num- 
ber. Asa class they are more successful in the school room than their co- 
laborers of the opposite sex. 

School Visitation. — Protracted sickness during the early part of winter 
prevented me from meeting several of my usual engagements to visit the 
schools. The schools have been visited twice each during the year, ten ex- 
cepted ; twenty have been visited three times. The average length of visits- 
has been 2^ hours. The visits of directors, parents and others have not beett 
as frequent during the past year as on former occasions. This may be at- 
tributed chiefly to the existence of the rebellion, tBe public mind being too 
much occupied with the stern realities and dire necessities of war to give- 
due attention to the cause of education. 

District Secretaries. — But two secretaries act as district superintendents, 
viz : in Bethel and Radnor. The regular visitations of these ofiBcers has had 
a most beneficial effect upon the schools, as is evidenced by the increasing 
interest which has been awakened and maintained in them. 

District Institutes. — Seven district institutes have been organized in con- 
formity with the recent law. Wherever an institute has been formed its 
meetings have been held regularly, but the attendance of teachers has not, 
as a general thing, been constant. The average attendance, so far as as- 
certained, has not exceeded one-third of the whole number of teachers em- 
ployed in the county. This condition of thinge cannot be materially improved 
until school directors compel attendance, by ordering a corresponding de- 
duction from the month's salary in case of unexcuscd absences. The most 
successful institute in the county is the one organized in Chester borough. 
Through the energy of its leading menibers a library of reference has been 
secured. The exercises, though not as practical as is desirable, are always- 
engaged in with spirit. The difficultieB in the way of a successful execution 
of the law here seem to be: First, the size of our school districts, averagings 
only four teachers in each ; and second, the difficulty of securing the attend- 
ance of lady teachers when the institute is held at a distance. 

Moral Instruction. — This important department of the teacher's duty does 
not receive due attention. The effort is'generally confined to the mere sup- 
pression of outward acts of immorality. The Scriptures are regularly read 
in seventy schools ; they are not read in the remaining sixteen. In tea 
schools other modes of moral instruction are resorted to, and when skillfully 
applied they have been productive of the best results. 

Fuhlic Sentiment. — There can be no doubt that the common school system, 
has a strong hold upon the affections of the people of this county. It is everr 
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where recognized as an institution fraught with immense benefits to the rising 
generations of our land. There are those who still oppose the principle upon 
which the system is based ; but they are comparatively few, and the oppo 
flition offered meets with but little favor. The system needs a thorough 
execution only to receive general commendation. 

General Remarks. — Having thus far followed the instructions of the De- 
partment in reference to the topics proper to be embraced in this report, it 
May not be out of place to allude, In very brief terms, to the present as com- 
pared with the past, in an educational point of view. An experience of 
nearly eight years as an ofl&cer of the system has certainly not been barren 
of the advantages which enable one to judge of its merits and of its defects. 
Since the establishment of the county superintendency, public attention hag 
been more particularly called to the pressing necessity of reforms, as well 
in the means and appliances for, as in the modes of giving instruction. An 
attempt has been made, and not without success, to secure a more complete 
and thorough execution of the system, both in its letter and spirit. The 
results have been : 1. A marked improvement in school houses and school 
furniture. 2. A uniformit^oftext-booksinnearly every school of the county. 
3. The establishment of graded schools in six districts, with those partially 
graded in several others. 4. The increased salaries paid to teachers; there 
'being an advance, in many cases, of 30 per cent. 5. The greatly advanced 
standard of *' qualification '^ among teachers. 6. The partial introduction of 
improved methods of teaching. The system still needs a higher standard. 
The salaries of working, industrious, well-qualified teachers, should be still 
farther increased. School directors would do well to seek out the students 
of normal schools, those who have made teaching a study, and who possess 
not only knowledge, but skill in imparting it. More attention should be 
given to primary instruction; oral teaching here should be insisted upon; 
our school rooms should be supplied with apparatus for object teaching in 
this department of labor. 

In closing my third term of office I desire to acknowledge, gratefully, the 
cordial co-operation of directors, teachers and the friends of education gen- 
erally. My labors have been materially lightened and made pleasant thereby. 
I have been uniformly met with kindness and treated with courtesy. The 
auggestions I have made have generally been well received, and have been 
adopted with reasonable promptitude. For these reasons, were there no 
higher motives, I shall ever recur to my labors in this capacity with great 
pleasure. My.interests will ever seem closely identified with this noble cause. 
May a kind Providence smile upon the work which is now assigned to other 
hands. May the friends of education multiply and be steadfast in the prose- 
cution of the Hoaven-appointed task of training the young for the life that 
now is^ and for that which is to come. 
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New School Houses. — Number of school houses built during the year 3", 
riz : Fox 1, Benezett 1, Spring Creek 1. 

Furniture. — The new houses were supplied with suitable furniture dur- 
ing the year. 

Apparatus. — Black-boards are in all the houses, and eight are supplied 
with maps of the United States. 

Graded Schools. — There are no graded schools in the county. One is 
much needed in Ridgway, tmd I believe the directors of that district design 
establishing such a school the present year. 

Visitations. — I visited nearly all the schools in the county once, many of 
them twice, and a few three times during the year. The exceptions were 
occasioned by a failure on the part of directors to notify me of the opening 
and duration of sessions. In a few instances I have been accompanied by 
directors or citizens, but generally have been compelled to make my visits 
alone. 

District Institutes. — We attempted to establish institutes in nearly every 
district in the county, t)ut Fox is the only one in which it was not a failure. 
Our schools are too widely separated to admit of stated meetings of teachers. 

Moral Instruction. — The Scriptures were read in about thirty-five of th« 
schools. Six or seven gave moral instruction by means of text-books. 

Examinations. — The method of conducting examinations has not been 
changed since my last report, in which I stated that it was purely oral. 

Female Teachers. — The proportion of female teachers is greater than any 
previous year. The number who gave satisfaction compares favorably with 
that of the males. 

Average Qualifications of the Teachers. — The average qualifications of 
teachers is about the same as last year. 

Summer Schools. — Eight districts have summer and winter schools. 

Boarding Bound. — This practice prevails in but one district. 

New Measures. — I have endeavored to impress upon teachers the impor- 
tance of reading educational works, and becoming acquainted with the 
" theory of teaching. '? 

Troubles of the Country. — The troubles of the country have not affected 
the schools in regard to the length of the term or the amount of teachers' 
wages. 

District Secretaries. — I have received reports but from three districts, 
viz : Benzinger, St. Mary's and Jay ; consequently I am unable, in every 
case, to give the amount paid to secnetaries. In no distri(?ts have secreta- 
ries acted as district superintendents. 
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Conclusion. — In comparing the present with the past, we find much to 
encourage. ^But though much has been done, by teachers and directors, to 
advance the cause of education in the county, enough yet remains to tax 
our highest energies. We have many things to retard our progress. 
Teachers lack facilities for improvement, there being no school of a high 
grade in the county. 
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School Houses. — There has been a steady improvement in the houses 
built during the last year, as there has been for several years past. Nearly 
every town has erected one, and several two new ones. The whole num- 
ber built during the year is eighteen. Harbor Creek has built two spacious 
and substantial brick buildings, at a cost of some $800 each. In style, 
location and architecture, they leave nothing to be desired. North-East 
township is also erecting very convenient and substantial houses. Union 
township has built oivb fine house during the year. Union \' illage has also 
completed a very fine edifice for a graded school, at a cost of some $1,500. 

Furniture. — All of the houses built during the year are fitted with con- 
venient, and some of them with elegant furniture. The house at Union Vil- 
lage is seated after the style of the ward schools of Erie city. The other 
houses are seated and furnished according to plans found in ike Pennsyl- 
vania School Architecture, and are every way creditable to the public spirit 
of the directors. The only houses containing inconvenient and unjurious 
furniture, are old and dilapidated buildings, whose places are to be sup- 
plied by new ones as fast as they can be reached in the regular progress of 
improvement. 

Apparatus. — A reasonable amount of black-board surface is found in 
nearly every house, but beyond this little is attempted. 

The School. — But little has been done in grading, or classifying the 
schools beyond the general classification which obtains in all the schools. — 
Thft six elementary branches required by law aro taught in all the schools, 
and in several of them the higher mathematics and sciences, including algebra, 
geometry, philosophy, &c. The difficulty of grading the rural districts, with 
their sparse population, has hitherto been found insurmountable. Only the 
more thickly settled towns and villages seem capable of being successfully 
graded, and there are no new cases of this kind to report. 

Teachers. — The number of teachers in the county during the year who 
gave reasonable satisfaction is believed to be quite as great as in any former 
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year. Notwithstandinff a large number have been drawn, by the call of the 
coantry , from this field of labor to an equally glorious and much more hazardous 
one, yet their places have been reasonably well supplied from the army of 
recruits who are pressing upon their rear, and seeking admittance to the 
ranks. These have been drawn largely from the ladies of the county. There 
has been consequently a large increase in the ratio of female to male teachers 
•ver any previous year. The gentler sex seem eminently fitted by nature 
to impart instruction to the young, and to take the charge of our summer 
schools. Public sentiment is more divided in relation to their adaptedness 
to manage our winter schools, especially where the practice of *' boarding 
round'* prevails. 

Visitation. — There are in Erie county 289 schools. These schools, ac- 
cording to the last report, were in session on an average 6.49 months during 
the year. The visitation, of course, must be done while the schools are in 
• operation ; and if a reasonable amount of time be given each terra to organize, 
before visitation commences, it will leave something less than six months 
in which the work must be accomplished. A very simple arithmetical cal- 
culation will show that it will be necessary to visit some three schools per 
day, on an average, to reach all the schools in the county even once during 
the year. It is believed that the labor involved in this part of the superin- 
tendent's work is not fully appreciated by the friends of the schools, either 
in its magnitude, or importance, while there is no feature of the system at 
which the cavil and calumny of its enemies is more persistently and successfully 
leveled. The whole number of visits made during the year was 25 1. • These 
visits were uniformly closed with such practical hints as the exercises wit- 
nessed seemed to suggest. Judging from the uniform testimony of teachers, 
it is hoped their labors have not been thrown away. The average length 
of visits was 1^ hours. To the uninitiated this may seem too short a time 
to form a correct judgment of the condition of the school and the methods 
of the teacher, and doubtless more time would be desirable, if it were at the 
superintendent's command. Those who are accustomed to school visitation, 
however, know that a short period is sufficient to reveal to the practiced eye 
the interior working of the whole machinery of the school. Each recitation 
may be regarded as a specimen of the methods of the teacher ; and surely 
1^ hours is sufficient to make the necessary investigations on the subject of 
classification and government, and to collect the statistical information re- 
quired by the Department. • 

District Secretaries. — There are but one or two districts in which the 
secretary acts as district superintendent. Formerly the number was much 
greater than at present. Owing to the expense involved in employing the 
secretary to visit the schools, the practice has been discontinued, and with it, 
to a large extent, the practice of district visitation. 
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District Institutes. — District institutes were inaugurated in a majority of 
the districts last summer, and have heen fully sustained in nearly every one 
the past winter, with varying but encouraging success. The great want 
felt is that of an efficient head or leader who can give unity and direction 
to the exercises, and bring out the varying talent of the class. This defi- 
ciency is partially, and but partially, supplied by the county superintendent. 
As tbere are thirty-three districts in Erie county, and as there can be but 
six institutes in each district, whose term is three months, it is a physical 
impossibility for him to be present at even one institute in each district once 
during each term, much less at each session. This deficiency will be gradu- 
jJly supplied by the working of the system itself; and there is no feature of 
the school l&w to which its friends look with more confidence and hope. 

Moral Instruction.—^On tfiifc subject there is nothing new, or materially 
differing from former years to report. The instruction given is generally 
rather negative than positive, consisting in the prohibition of the more fla- 
grant vices, rather than in the inculcation of the moral virtues. A limited 
number of schools are opened by the reading of the Scriptures and other de- 
Totional exercises. The rapid decline in public virtue, especially the virtues 
of integrity and fidelity to public trusts, renders its a serious question whether 
more attention should not be given to this department of popular education. 

Public Sentiment. — The ''prevailing sentiment" of Erie county is deci- 
dedly favorable to our system of common schools. There are some features 
of it that still meet with opposition, but that opposition is waning. Still 
there are a few persons, and some of them occupy positions of influence, who 
are hostile to any system of public instruction at the public expense. The 
leading sentiment, however, admits the correctness of the doctrine that in a 
republican government, where the stability of institutions depends on the 
virtue and intelligence of the people, the State owes it to herself to see to 
it* that all her children have, at least, a modicum of intelligence, sufficient to 
qualify them for the discharge of the duties of freemen. The ultimate suc- 
cess of the system is beyond a peradventure, if its friends keep up with public 
sentiment in the march of improvement. 

Remarks. — In closing t^is report, and with it my official connection with 
the schools, I desire to record my conviction, a conviction which has been 
expressed in my former reports, and which has strengthened with each year's 
experience, that the only way of elevating the schools is by elevating the 
standard of qualification of teachers. Accordingly it is believed the time 
has fully come when a more rigid inspection should be insisted on, and more 
thorough professional knowledge be held as a pre-requisite to a certificate to 
teach in the common schools. Hence, also, all those institutions which give 
normal instruction, should receive the encouragement and fostering care of 
all whcfare interested in the progress of popular education. In this view, 
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it is believed, the amendments to the county superintendeucy, proposed by 
the State Superintendent to the last Legislature, is not without its impor- 
tance. Like all great reforms, the perfection of the system must be the 
work of time and experience; and when the obstacles which now impede its 
progress shall have been surmounted and our beautiful theory shall have been 
reduced to equally beautiful and harmonious practice, it should satisfy a 
reasonable ambition to have contributed, in how^ever humble a degree, to so 
glorious a consummation. 
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Number of school houses erected during the year, seven. 

School houses insufficient or uncomfortable,— Alhamj in Jefferson district, 
West Bend in Luzerne, Narrows in Connellsville township. Ache in Nichol- 
son, Monroe in North Union, Cunningham and Bute in Franklin, Woodward 
in Dunbar, Toban and Skinner's Knob in Springhill, Workman's and Laurel 
Hill in Wharton, Cone, Darl and Church Hill in German, Kesslar and Union 
in Salt Lick, Conway and Carl in Henry Clay. I will notice as prevailing 
or general defects in these houses, that they are too small, too dark, too low 
in ceiling and in bad repair. Some of them are in bad (not unhealthy) lo- 
cations. In some districts ground that can be appropriated to no other 
purpose is selected as a site for a school house. 

Furniture. — No change during the year except in the seven new build- 
ings. They are supplied with plain good furniture. Each desk accommodates 
two pupils, and so arranged as to face the teacher's desk. The seats are all 
supplied with backs. Eighty-four houses are still without convenient and 
good furniture. 

Apparatus, — None added dujr ing the year. Except in the 29 graded schools 
we have no apparatus but Osgood's cards, black-boards and a few numerical 
frames and small globes. In addition to these oui* graded schools have out- 
line maps, anatomical charts and celestial maps. The introduction of appa- 
ratus into our common schools always exercises a most beneficial influence. 

The Schools, — None graded since my last report. We have no unclassi- 
fied schools, but there are 37 very imperfectly classified. We grade our 
schools wherever practicable, aiid always find great advantages resulting. 

Teachers. — I can only approximate the truth in my answers to the ques- 
tions under this head. One hundred and seventy-five teachers gave reasonabls 
satisfaction, 36 with professional certificates and 139 with provisional. This 
season we employed 34? female teachers, last year only 23, showing an in- 
crease of 4-7^ I per cent. They were generally successful in the school room. 
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Visitation. — I visited all the schools in the county but 10, and 6 of these 

J ere not in operation when I passed through. I visited 26 schools twice, 
lie average length of each visit about one hour and thirty-five minutes.— 
In German, Redstone, Dunbar, Salt Lick, Stewart and a few others, were 
visited regularly by directors, and sometimes by parents. These visits 
afforded encouragement to the teachers and animation to the pupils. 

District Secretaries. — In 12 districts the secretary visits the schoolii 
monthly, sometimes addressing the pupils, or hearing a class, or asking 
questions. This plan has exercised a very beneficial influence in Fayette 
City, Connellsville, (township,) Dunbar, German and a few other districts. 

District Institutes. — Twenty-one regular semi-monthly institutes were 
held. One hundred and eighty teachers attended these institutes. Connells- 
ville township and borough, Dunbar, North Union, Uniontown, Stewart, 
George and German were prominent among the most successful. Exercises 
consisted of essays, discussions, class drills, &c. 

Moral Instruction. — Bible is read (in opening school in the morning) in 
69 schools ; not read in 126 schools. Moral instruction is imparted in 70 
schools by familiar conversation, in showing the difference between right 
and wrong, truth and falsehood, virtue and vice. The influence of reading 
judicious selections from the Scriptures in a proper manner, is to produce 
gravity and decorum among the pupils. 

Public Sentiment. — The prevailing sentiment of our county is decidedly 
favorable to our common school system, and to its perpetuation. The use 
of the word ''prevailing,'^ in this connection, evidently implies that our sys- 
tem of popular education has its enemies. This is even so. It requires 
iiiitelligence to appreciate the value of education, especially that expansive 
■ysrtem of education which reaches every child, poor as well as rich. . Hence 
when we apply the intellectual gauge, we discover the reason why some 
persons oppose a general education of the masses. 

Public Examinations. — During the year I had 39. Issued 12 professional 
and 157 provisional certificates, and renewed about 22. A considerable 
number of new teachers were examined and employed as substitutes for those 
who have gone to war. For this reason there is no aggregate improvement 
in the profession. About one-sixth (36) of our teachers hold professional 
certificates. 

Suggestions. — As improvements to our common school system I would 
respectfully suggest the abolition of all the independent districts and a com- 
mon or general school fund, created by a uniform assessment of the tax. 

General and Concluding Bemarks. — Nine years I have filled the arduous 
and responsible position of county superintendent of common schools. I am 
fully conscious that many of my duties have been imperfectly performed, 
that I have committed many,errors; but these errors not being intentional. 
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I may, with confidence and propriety, a&k those who have been injured by 
thpm, to forgive. To the teachers, directors and citizens of this county, I 
am under the strongest obligations. I have been everywhere received with 
kindness and entertained with the utmost hospitality. I am conscious that 
I never can reciprocate the favors I have received, either from the Depart- 
ment or from the citizens of this county. I can only retain them in grateful 
remembrance, and assure them that my heart feels more than my pen or 
tongue can express. 



FOREST COITNTY.— George W. Rose. 

School Houses. — There was only 'one school house built during the year* 
In Barnett district there are twQ good first class frame houses, neatly painted, 
with window blinds, well arranged and well ventilated ; also two good block 
houses well arranged and comfortable ; none in unhealthy locations. In 
Jenks there is one good frame house and three good block houses, well 
arranged and comfortable. In Millstone there are two good frame houses, 
very comfortable. In Tionesta there is no school house, but the school was 
provided with a very nice private room. 

There is no furniture in any of the houses except seats and desks. 

All the houses are furnished with black-boards and two with outline maps, 
globes and primary charts. 

There are no graded schools in the county. There were fourteen schools 
open during the year — 7 in Barnett ; 2 in Millstone ; 1 in Tionesta and 4 in 
Jenks. 

Our teachers all gave good satisfaction, with two exceptions. No profes* 
sional certificates were granted in the county until April, 1863, and only three 
since that time. 

There were no institutes held in the county, owing to the schools being so 
scattei^d, and taught, with three exceptions, by females. It was impossible 
for them to travel from six to twelve miles to attend them. Yet there is to 
be' a district institute in Barnett his summer, and will be attended by several 
teachers. 

The Scriptures were regularly read in all the schools and some of them 
opened with prayer. 

The prevailing sentiment in the county in relation to the system of public 
schools is good. 
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FRANKLIN COUNTY.— P. M. Shoemaker. 

Hchool Houses.^-Yive new school houses have been built, four to supply 
the places of old ones, and one to establish a new school, viz : One in Green 
Castle, two in Guilford, one in Montgomery and one in Washington. They 
are all good, substantial brick houses, except the one in Montgomery, which 
is stone, and is the best house in the district. The one in Green Castle is a 
fine two story building, calculated for two schools. The seats, vestibules, 
Ac, are well arranged, and it is just such a building as Green Castle has 
long needed. Besides the above, the directors of Mercersburg purchased 
one of the literary halls formerly belonging to Marshall college, and have 
converted it into a school house. It is a fine, large two*story brick building, 
calculated for four schools, and when properly finished, will be one of the 
best school buildings in the county, outside of the borough of Chambersburg. 
There are 204 schools houses in this county. Of that number, 140 are good, 
most of them very good; 52 are medium, and 12 are entirely insuflQcient. 

School Furniture. — In this respect there has been but little improvement. 
One house, besides the new ones, has been tolerably well furnished. Some 
repairing has been done but nothing worth noting. Thirteen are badly fur- 
nished. 

Apparatu8.^>—l^o change since last year, except about 130 schools have 
been furnished with outline maps, and a few with good black-boards. 
About 155 of our schools are now furnished with outline maps, and about 
the same number have good black-boards. The remainder have no outline 
maps, and but inferior black-boards. 

Schools. -^1^0 schools were graded during the past year. The number of 
graded schools is the same as last reported, 32. The ungraded schools 
were all about as well classified as circumstances would permit, except 9. 
These were badly classified. 

Teachers. — 133 of our teachers rendered very general satisfaction, 83 
medium, and 9 would have been better engaged at something else. Better 
could not be had, and the directors and citizens wanted the schools opened, 
and thought better to have a poor workman than none at all. Last year 
we had 32 female teachers employed, this year 49. Some of them were 
very successful. 

Examinations Examined 232 applicants. Of that number one received 

Ihe county certificate, 211" the provisional, and 20 were rejected. 183 wore 
examined at the regular public examinations, and 49 privately, at the re- 
quest of directors. The average qualifications of teachers falls a fraction 
below that of last year. Some of our best teachers had responded to the 
call of their country, and it was found that a supply of well qualified teach- 
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ors could not be had. Hence we were compelled to issue certificates of a 
little lower grade thap the preceding year. 

Visitations. — As I did not get a supply of teachers at the public examina- 
tiops, and some'of those who were examined and had engaged schools went 
into the army, I was compelled to make many examinations after the regu- 
lar time. This prevented me from commencing my visitations until late, 
and then was hindered by ill health, yet all the schools were visited once, 
except eight, and these were not open at the time I was in the district. A 
few were visited twice. Average length of each visit, one hour and 52 
minutes. In some of the districts the schools have been visited regularly 
by directors and citizens, while in others it has been greatly neglected. I 
tind that where visitations are regularly attended to, teachers and scholars 
appear to take more interest in the schools than where it is neglected. 

District Secretaries. — We have no districts in this county in which the 
secretary of the board acted as district superintendent. 

District Institutes, — District institutes were organized in all the districts 
in the county, except two, and the teachers of these united with those of 
other districts. In some, these meetings were quite a success, and of great 
benefit to the teachers, and had a salutary effect upon the minds of those 
who attended them, convincing them that our teachers, as a geiferal thing, 
were alive to their profession^, while in other districts they were unworthy 
of the name of teachers' institutes. Nearly all the teachers in the county 
were members of the different institutes, but the regularity of their attend- 
ance I am unable to state. 

Our county institute met twice, once at Chambersburg and once at Mer- 
cersburg. Each meeting continued three days. They were both tolerably 
well attended, and were spirited and interesting meetings. 

Moral Instruction, — The Scriptures were read regularly and used for 
the purpose of moral instruction in 192 schools; in 30 they were not read, 
but moral instruction was given orally. 

Text-Books. — There has been a uniform ser4es of text-books adopted in 
all the districts in this county, but in some they have not been fully intro- 
duced. In 1 14- schools the books are uniform, and in 108 they are not quite, 
there being a few books in each that do not belong to the adopted series — 
generally arithmetics. 

Public Sentiment. — The prevailing public sentiment is favorable. More 
than three-fourths of the teachers reported so; yet there are still some who 
are opposed to certain features of the system. They say that the law givej 
the directors too much power in choosing teachers. There is still another 
class, but by no means a large one, that is opposed to the whole system, or 
anything else that draws the dollar from the pocket. This class would be 
highly pleased with the system were they not taxed to support it. Public 
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«entiment has improved greatly within the past six years, and I am satisfied 
that it is still improving, because of th€ rapid improvement of the pupHs 
onder better qualified teachers, and their willingness to pursue studies that 
they could hardly be compelled to a few years ago. This is particularly the 
case where teachers have adopted, and carried out energetically, the im- 
proved methods of teaching. 

Improvements. — The improvements made within the last six years have 
not been such as we desired, especially in the length of the school term aiMl 
the salaries of teachers ; but this is greatly owing to the financial crisis 
through which we passed, and the unsettled state of the country for the last 
two and a half years. 

Since 1857 about 50 new school houses have been built and many of the 
old ones repaired. At that time we had 195 schools, now we have 222 and 
still need a few more. The number of scholars admitted into the schools has 
inrreased about 1,200, and the average attendance nearly 1,000. At that time 
there were but few scholars studying mental arithmetic, geography and En- 
glish grammar; now nearly all the pupils who are qualified are pursuing these 
studies, and a few some of the higher branches. The teachers have made 
great improvement, and the methods of teaching" are 50 per cent, better now 
than they were then. So that if the length of the school term and the sala- 
ries of teachers have not been increased, as we desired they should be, we 
feel glad that so much has been done. 

The Eebellion, — The rebellion has not yet aflfected the schools very much, 
(and I hope it will be crushed before it does,) except in calling some of our 
best teachers into the army and depriving us of their services, and in lessen- 
ing the attendance of pupils. It will be observed that the average attend- 
ance has fallen off over 500 since last* year. This was caused by the threat- 
ened invasion by Lee's army just about the time the schools were to open, 
and the raid by Stuart sometime after the opening of the schools. Scholars 
were afraid to go to school after the raid, as it was rumored almost every 
day for more than a month that the rebels were coming again. 

Li thus closing my connection, as county superintendent, with the common 
schools of this county, I cannot do so without returning heartfelt thanks to 
directors, teachers, citizens and pupils for their many acts of kindness. 
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New School Hofji8e8, — Four houses were erected during the year, one m 
each of the following districts, viz : Air, Bethel, Licking Creek and Wells. 
Three of these buildings are well adapted to school purposes, the fonrib 
7 
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lacks a proper arrangement of seats and ventilation. Space for recitatiODi 
with properly arranged seats for the accommodation of pupils reciting, and* 
ample means of yentilation, are indispensable reqaisites in everj school roontr- 

Furniture and Apparatus. — The past year has added nothing in .the way- 
of furniture, except that a few houses have been supplied with new and im- 
proved seats. Black-boards have been the only additional apparatus sup- 
plied. 

Schjooh, — Sixty-two schools were open the usual time daring the year. 
One district, Taylor, failed to open by default of the directors. The effi- 
ciency of the schools has not suffered materially by the introduction of young: 
teachers, supplying the places of those who have entered their eountry's- 
service. 

Graded, — ^But one graded school is found in our county, M'Oonnellsburg^ 
borough ; it consists of three departments and works very well.' 

Teachers, — Sixty teachers were examined publicly and twenty-nine pri- 
vately ; seventy received provisional certificates and nineteen were refused. 
Fully one-third of the applicants were inexperienced, and their qualifications' 
feU below what should be employed in the school room. More would have 
been rejected, but the improbability of filling the schools prevented. A higb 
standard of qualification for teachers, rigidly adhered to, is the only thing^ 
which will enable us to realize the full benefits of the system. 

Visitation, — All the schools were visited once, except four not open wheD 
in their localities, and forty the second time. Illness in family prevented 
further visitation. Average duration of visit two hours. 

District Superintendents — None of the districts, as far as I have heard^ 
employed a superintendent. This is to be regretted. The employment of 
suitable persons in this office, has always been found full of good results to 
teachers and schools. 

District Institutes. — These were organized in nine out of the eleven dis- 
tricts which, compose our county. Brush Creek, the tenth, having but three 
teachers the board deemed it advisable to unite with East Providence district, 
in Bedford county. Some of these institutes were well conducted and pro- 
fitable to the teachers. Others lacked that spirit that should pervade an in- 
stitute, and failed to interest and benefit the teachers. This failure waa 
partly attributable to the want of teachers competent to conduct an institute, 
and partly to the remissness of directors in not exacting the requirements, of 
the law. Directors should not only require teachers to hold institutes, but 
should see that they are organized and regularly attended, and some of their 
number should bo present at every meeting of theinstitute. By their advice ; 
they can often do much to encourage teachers, maintain order, secure punc- 
tual attendance aiul see that a reasonable degree of time is devoted to tbe 
bowiesfi. 
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Moral Instruction. — ^The Scriptures were read in fifty-four schools, and 
were not read in eight. Six schools were daily opened with prayer, eight 
with singing and reading of Scriptures. Many of our teachers are too young 
tfnd inexperienced to do much in this way. They would, no doubt, reprove 
and even correct scholars for immoral practices when brought to their notice, 
yet at the same time they lack the ability to give that counsel which would 
prevent the commission of wrong. 

Public Sentiment. — While a majority of our citizens are decidedly in favor 
of the system, some opponents are found, whose opposition is mainly on ac- 
count of taxes, or a general contempt for anything that savors of intel- 
ligence. 

Beirospective. — Reviewing the last three years we find much to encour- 
age the Mends of popular education, A considerable number of good and 
substantial houses have been built, maps and cards have been introduced in 
a number of schools, black-board surface has been considerably increased, 
much has been done in classifying the schools, teachers have made consid- 
erable improvement in the art and theory of teaching. Institutes have been 
organized in nearly all of the districts, and have had a salutary influence m 
improving the minds and moulding the characters of teachers. Grammar 
and geography were not found in more than one-third of the schools; they 
are now taught in fifty-eight, and mental arithmetic was found in but one 
school, now in fifty. 
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In Qilmore, Springhill and Marion (borough) the public echools were not 
in operation the past year, the former two districts being poor and in.debt, 
and the last being engaged in the erection of a new house. The number of 
districts without schools was two less than in the preceding year. 

Houses erected the past year. — Cumberland district one, (very good;) 
Perry one, (good;) Centre one, (good;) Franklin one, (good;) Whitelyone, 
(good;) Morris one, (good, not yet finished.) The elegant and substantial 
house in process of erection in Marion, (Waynesburg,) will be ready for use 
by fall. Some of the citizens of Morris deserve commendation for raising 
about one hundred dollars, in order to have a house of reasonable size, the 
amount appropriated by the board being insufficient. The houses now being 
erected are vastly superior to the older ones. 

Summer Schools. — Cumberland district only had regular public schools 
in the summer. Some other districts divided the fund between short sum* 
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mer and winter terms, and by hiring teachers at low rates, lengthened th« 
entire term somewhat beyond four months. I cannot recommend this course. 

Schools, — Whole number in operation 153. Generally the attendance in 
the schools is quite irregular. The pre7alenceQf that terrible scourge, dip-^ 
theria, will in part account for it, and in part it is not ''unaccountable," bat 
inexcusable. Parents allow the most trifling difficulties, the slightest occa- 
sions of offence, to deprive their children of the advantages of schooling, 
and too often make such small matters an occasion for rendering a school 
useless to a community. In this manner several schools were broken up 
during the past winter. 

Visitaiion, — Of the entire number of schools in operation 5 were not visited ; 
the remaining 148 were all visited once, and about 12 were visited twiee. 
My rqle was to remain 1^ hours in each school; and, where it seemed neces- 
sary, to remain as much longer as circumstances would permit. 

District InMutes. — All the districts except two made efforts at holding in- 
stitutes, but many came far short of .being successful. However, it is believed 
that a beginning has been made, which, with special attention to the matter 
by the superintendent, will insure success by next term. In some districts 
the practice was for one teacher to keep his school open on the day of meet- 
ing, and for the remaining teachers to attend and'^i^n^s or participate lA 
the instruction of the classes. « 

Teachers, — The war has taken from the county several of its best teachers^ 
some of whom have discharged the debt of patriotism with their lives ; still 
the schools are supplied, and there is a gradual improvement in the general, 
or aggregate, qualifications. It is feared, however, that the reduction of 
wages, which was very considerable in some districts, will exercise an in- 
jurious influence in this direction. Young ladies, and young gentlemen 
devoting their time and means to the laudable purpose of qualifying them- 
selves for the responsible and honorable position of teachers in our public 
schools, see little prospect of a compensation adequate to their labors and 
cares.* Yet the true teacher will remember, that, sacrifice for the good of 
others, is the condition of moral progress in a world like this. 

Discipline, — Admitting that educators differ widely in relation to the 
correct standard of order in a common school, I must record my conviction 
that one of the radical defects of our schools is the want of proper order 
and discipline. The fault is more with the people than with the teachers. 
The want of parental restraint and correct home discipline is one of the 
prominent sins of the age, and one which not only manifests itself in the schools, 
hat threatens the foundations of good order in society, and the existence of 
government In some instances parents have been unwilling that their 
ehildren should be corrected for so vulgar and wicked a practice as swearing, 
ad would remove them, rather than suffer their correction. One of ib% 
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l^atest and most disheartening difficulties onr teachers have to contend 
with, is the want of co-operation on the part of the parents, in maintaining 
order and disc 

Graded Schools, — The only graded school is that of Carmichaels borough . 

Barring-out the Teacher, — This vulgar and unreasonable practice still 
prevails in several districts, and was, during the past term, the occasion of 
quarrels, loss of time, destruction of school property, and disgraceful con- 
duct. Directors should certainly take vigorous measures for its discontinuance . 

Prospects of the Educational Interests of the County, — The common school 
•ystem is gradually gaining favor. Ignorance and prejudice wear away 
•lowly, but they must yield before the influence of public education. During 
the past winter, I met with but one case of out-spoken opposition to the 
school law. For their uniform courtesy, and co-operation with me in my 
official capacity, I owe many thanks to the directors, and other citizens of 
the county. Waynesburg college is now in a prosperous condition. This 
institution is exerting a decided and beneficial influence upon the school 
interests of the county. It has educated many teachers, and its professors 
have ever manifested a most cordial co-operation with those who had sa- 
pervision of the public schools. Greene academy has been, for a long time, 
a 'Might shining in a dark place," and to it the county is greatly indebted. 
Its present condition is by no means encouraging, and I have advised soom 
of its friends to adopt the suggestion of the Department, in reference to 
academies which have received aid from the Lep^islature. A laudable attempt 
has been made to establish a normal school at Millsborough, Washington 
county, Pa., which, being near the border of this county, is exercising a 
good, but yet quite limited, influence upon our school interests. 
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School Houses, — There have been erected during the year 11 new school 
houses, namely: In Oneida district 1, Warrior Mark 1, Union 2, Brady 
1, Shirley 1, Jackson 1, Franklin 1, Carbon 3. Amongst those, especially 
good and noteworthy, may be enumerated one in Warrior Mark district, 
the building being comfortable, tasteful, commodious and very creditable to 
the district, erected at an expense of $500. This is the third house erected 
in the district in as many consecutive years, and another one is at present 
under contract. The spirit of this district appears to be, to have, uniformly, 
a supply of comfortable houses and an increase of the school term. This 
spirit, under the supervision of an intelligent and capable board of directors, 
now bids fair to place it amongst the first in the county in point of educa- 
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tional progress. A very neat, comfortable, well ventilated and tolerablj 
well seated hoase was erected in Franklin district, which completes the list 
of comfortable houses in the district. Houses, tolerablj comfortable, have 
been erected in Oneida, Union, Shirley, Jackson and Brady districts, bat 
the importance of properly arranged seats and sufficient ventilation has, in 
most of tbem, been overlooked. In Carbon district 3 new school houses 
have been erected, and as many additional schools established. This dis« 
trict is located in the coal mining region of Broad Top, where the large and 
rapidly increasing population renders a still further increase of schools and 
supply of school houses necessary, the schools already established being 
now crowded. There are at present 172 school buildings in the county. 
Of these there are 74f which may be said to be insufficient, uncomfortable, 
injurious, and to some extent unhealthy. By insufficient, is meant those 
too small to accommodate the pupils in attendance, and by uncomfortable 
and injurious, those in which the warming and ventilation are poorly pro- 
vided for, or to a great extent neglected. A few are so situated that the 
locality cannot be otherwise than unhealthy. 

School Furniture. — The number of houSes supplied with suitable fami* 
tare is very limited. There are about 76 schools which have inconvenient 
and injurious furniture, uncomfortably seated, with desks too high or too low 
and seats without backs. 

Apparatus. — But little has been done towards furnishing suitable appa- 
ratus, such as sufficient amount of black-board surface, a set of outline maps, 
school cards, sound charts, globes and numeral frames. There are few 
houses entirely destitute of all the above. Some 8 or 9 districts are sup- 
plied with outline maps, as many perhaps with school cards, and although 
none are entirely destitute of black-boards, yet quite a number are too small 
to answer any valuable purpose. 

Schools. — There. have be'en no additional schools graded during the year. 
In a few of the districts, such as are composed of villages and towns, the 
schools are divided into ''primary " and "higher" but not regularly graded. 
The sparseness of population in the rural districts renders this arrange- 
ment impossible. The schools are classified, with a few exceptions, where 
the diversity of text-books renders their classification impossible. There 
have been 7 additional schools established during the year, making a total 
of 191. 

Teachers. — There was a great falling off in the number of teachers pre- 
senting themselves for examination, and a large increase in the number of 
rejected applicants. The increased demand for labor and the large numoer 
of male teachers enlisting, rendered it extremely difficult to obtain a supply, 
and quite a number were employed as a matter of necessity, whose quali- 
fications were considerably below the required standard. The number of 
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teachers renderiag reasonable satisfaction, so far as I have been able to as- 
certain, was 128, of whom 10 held professional certificates. The increase 
of female teachers was 100 per cent, over that of any previons year, the 
number employed being 54. In proportion to the number employed, their 
general success compared favorably with that of the male teachers. In no 
instance have they been b^ind in their efforts for improvement, while their 
mildness of manner and general refinement, have almost upiversally exer- 
cised a favorable influence on their pupils. I have observed that where 
equally qualified, and having the same opportunities, there has been a de- 
•Cided improvement in the department of their schools, and in the neatness 
and order of the school room, over those of the other sex. One hundred and 
eleven schools were visited out of the 191 in session. A few of these were 
visited more than once. Average duration of visits to each school 1^ hour& 

District Secretaries. — The duty of district superintendent was performed 
by the district secretary in two districts only, Hopewell and Shirleysburg. 
The duties were well and faithfully performed by the officers and the effect 
has been beneficial. 

District Institutes, — District institutes, under the act of 1862, were organ- 
ized in every district and conducted with varied success, but I am not able 
to state the actual number of teachers in attendance, having been able to 
attend but a few of them. This important act for the establishment and 
promotion of organized educational effort has been generally well received, 
and where the circumstances were favorable, carried out The disposition 
manifested by directors was generally favorable.. The principal difficulties 
in the way of their establishment and successful operation being a backward- 
ness in taking the initiatory step towards inaugurating a feature entirely new 
to most of them, a want of experienced teachers to take the lead at their 
meetings, and the natural obstacles arising from bad roads, inclement weather 
and inconvenient localities ; the last mentioned difficulty operating very much 
against a full attendance on the part of female teachers. Some districts 
organized promptly at the opening of the schools, whilst others were more 
tardy, and a few only complied when officially notified of the penalty for non- 
compliance. Amongst the districts in which a fair amount of success was 
attained, may be mentioned: West Union, Porter, Clay, Cromwell andBar- 
ree ; the exercises consisting principally of class drills, lectures, discussions 
and debates on the various branches of education and school room duties. 
In some instances two districts united in forming an institute with mutual 
advantage, meeting alternately in each. This plan was pursued by the dis- 
tricts of Warrior Mark and Franklin, Porter and Alexandria, Shirley and 
Shirleysburg. The two districts last named united, organized promptly and » 
entered into the work with spirit and energy, the exercises consisting prin- 
cipally of class drills, the teachers forming themselves into classes to be 
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drilled by leaders, chosen for the occasion, on the different branches ; and 
this plan, while fullj pursued, was productire of much ad7antage. The 
usefulness of the exercises was, however, much impaired during the latter 
portion of the term, by tht introduction of useless abstractions and senseless 
discussions, on subjects little calculated to improve, and in which much time 
was spent with little advantage. 

Moral Instruction. — With very few exceptions, little has been accom^ 
plished or even attempted. It is much to be regretted that so few, even of 
oar moral teachers, possess the ability or the disposition to impart in a clear, 
familiar and attractive manner, the simple yet sublime principles of Chris* 
tian morality. There appears in most cases to be no systematic effort in 
this direction. In a majority of our schools the Scriptures are read, but 
without any accompanying instruction, and without even that amount of 
reverence or attention calculated to insure any beneficial results, and it is 
to be feared often only to be forgotten almost as soon as read. The great 
want of the system, next to thatf of moral and religious teachers, ii^ some 
regular system of moral and religious instruction. Upon this depends not 
not only the future welfare and happiness of the rising generation, but also 
the peace and prosperity of the State as well as the perpetuity and safety 
of the Government. Of the 111 schools visited, 76 were in the habit of 
having the Scriptures read by the school or by the teacher and school oc- 
casionally or as an opening exercise. Five of these were opened with prayer, 
three of which were closed with singing. In one the Scripture lesson was 
accompanied with questions by the teacher, on the lesson, a very commen- 
dable practice, and in another the lesson was followed by a short moral lec^ 
ture by the teacher. In 35 schools the Scriptures were not read. 

Fublic Sentiment. — The prevailing public sentiment throughout the county 
is favorable. There are some grumblers, but their influence amounts to little. 
The only cause of complaint is incompetent teachers and inadequate schools. 
Give us a full supply of competent teachers, and make the schools what they 
should be, and not only will all opposition cease, but there will be no expense 
or sacrifice which will not be most cheerfully met and made on the part of 
the public in behalf of the system. 

Suggestions and Remarks. — The great want of the system is that of teachers 
better qualifi^ theoretically and practically for the duties of their profes- 
sion. What we want then is a permanent and reliable school, easy of access, 
for the special preparation and professional training of teachers. The es- 
tablishment of such an institution would be well received by the public, and 
it should have my influence and assistance, while the amount of patronage 
it would receive from those wishing to avail themselves of its advantages^ 
would render it self-supporting. 
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INDIANA COUNTY.— S. P. Bollbian. 

School Houses. — Ten (-0) school houses have been erected, during tht 
ye»r. None of them are worthy of particular note. All are behind tht 
age, and also behind plans in the Pennsylvania School Architecture. Of 
those insufficient, and injurious to pupils from bad repair, defective construction 
or furniture, there is a lamentably long list, viz : Anthony house, Armstrong 
district ; Dixon, Earhart and Archibald houses. Black Lick district ; Dick, 
M'Donald and Adair houses. Brush Valley district ; Lytle and Baker houses, 
Centre district; Jamieson and Slabtown houses, Conemaugh district ; Rose,. 
White, Gaston, Puree, Eury and Fry houses. Canoe district ; Jacksonville 
house, (borough,) Lebring house. Cherry Hill district; Ridge, Round Bot- 
tom, Thompson and Gettysburg houses, Montgomery district; Plumville, 
Weamer and Sink houses. South Mahoning district; Beatty house, East 
Mahoning district; Loop and Long houses, West Mahoning district; Pop- 
lar Spring, Dick, Getty, MTeater and Strongstown houses, IMne district; 
M'Cunn, M'Kee, Bell and Myers houses, Rayne district; Pike, fiood and 
M'Clean houses. White district; Smicksburg, Smicksburg borough, Dixon, 
Hanging Rock, Red Lion, Marlin and Stewart houses, Washington district. 
The last named we regard as being positively unhealthy, being located in a 
•wamp. The causes rendering the houses in the above list uncomfortable 
and injurious, are low ceilings, high, backless seats, and long desks. 

Furniture. — None of those houses built during the year have been fur- 
nished with good furniture. One hundred and three (103) houses contain 
unsuitable furniture, and over forty (40) of these furniture injurious to pupils. 

Apparatus. — There has been no addition to school apparatus, except a 
medium black-board in each of the houses erccrted during the year. 

The Schools, — We have had no additions to our graded schools. But 
whilst all our schools, with the exception of those in Indiana, Blairsvilb 
and Saltsburg, are ungraded, we do not regard any as being unclassified. 

Teachers. — Of professional teachers employed during the year, all (35 m 
number) gave at least reasonable satisfaction, three-fourths of them good 
satisfaction. Of the one hundred and eighty-one (181) provisional teachers, 
four-fifths taught at least good medium schools, and the remaining one-fifth 
partially failed, either in teaching or government. The number of female 
t-eachers has increased about one-fourth during the past year. Our femalea 
have taught with good success, failing only in a few instances, from defective 
government. 

Visitation of Schools. — Two hundred and forty-three visits have been made 
to one hundred and ninety schools. Three small districts were not visited, 
on account of Providential hindrances. Of the one hundred and ninety visited, 



« JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

thirty- five were visited twice, and eighteen three times. First visits averaged 
one and one-twelfth hours ; duplicate and triplicate visits not more than one 
half hour. Parents and directors have so generally jieglected the visitation 
^f schools, that we hgye no perceptible results to notice from this agency. 

District Secretaries. — Whilst in ten of our districts secretaries have par- 
tially acted a^ district superintendents, in no case has this duty been fully 
performed, and consequently no particularly favorable results have accrued 
to our schools from this feature of the system. 

District Institutes. — One hundred and sixty-five have been held, under the 
ikct of 1862. Whole number of teachers connected with them 215. Qeneral 
results have been good and profitable, and this, too, in proportion as the 
institutes were conducted upon the rigid class-drill system. Those in Bor- 
rell, Conemaugh, West Mahoning and White districts, were perhaps the 
most efficient, from the fact that the exercises in them were such as obtain 
in well regulated schools. 

Moral Instruction. — The Scriptures are read in all our (216) schools; .in 
about one-half of them once, and in the remainder twice a day. No other 
mode of moral instruction is practiced in this county, except that incidental 
mode, which every good judicious teacher follows, of improving the various 
little occurrences which the daily routine of the school room develops, to the 
moral advantage of his pupils. 

Public sentiment is decidedly favorable to the school system. A deep 
conviction has settled down in the mind of community that it is a public and 
social necessity, and therefore must be supported by all lovers of order and 
intelligence. 

Closing Remarks, — We add no suggestions to those made in past years. 
About to retire from the responsible and prominent position occupied by us 
for the last nine years, we cannot refrain from acknowledging the obligations 
we are under to the Department, for encouragement and light in all our 
difficulties. We also gratefully acknowledge the generous Christian hos- 
pitality of citizens, directors and teachers in our county. With each and all 
we have pleasantly labored in the great and good cause of common schools. 
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School Houses. — There were five new school houses erected in the year, 
but no one is so superior as to be marked "note-worthy," above ordinary 
good houses. Of the houses considered clearly insufficient and uncomforta- 
ble, I would mention the Zion and Brocius houses, in Beaver township, the 
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two lower rooms in the Brookville academy devoted to common school uses, 
the Painter and Barr houses, in Heath township, the Davis house, in GaskiU 
township, th<3 M'Kinstrey house, (in seats and desks,) in Oliver township, the 
Dilts house, (in desks,) in Perry township, the Port Barnettand Butler houses, 
in Pine Creek township, the Travis house, in Porter township, both rooms 
In Punxsutawney borough, the Green house, in Rose township, the Brockway- 
ville and Beeman Louses, in Snyder township, the Hindman house, in Union 
township, the Horam, D^nnison, Smith and M'Connell houses, in Washingt^m 
township. 

Furniture. — None of the school houses were furnished in the year witk 
improved furniture over the previous year. Those containing furniture in- 
jurious to pupils will about correspond with the number of houses reported 
above as being insufficient, &c. 

Apparatus. — No houses were supplied with apparatus during the year. 

The Schools, — No schools were graded during the year that had not pre- 
Tjously been graded schools ; not classified, none. 

Teachers, — All of the teachers gave "reasonable satisfaction," excep4» 
«bout thirteen, one of whom holds a professional certificate. The number 
of females who taught during the year was about the same as last year. 
Their general success was good, the dissatisfaction of the people attaching 
almost exclusively to male teachers. 

Visitations. — All of the schools, except one or two, were visited once, and 
about thirty the second time. The average length of time of each visit waa 
about two and three-fourth hours. Recitations were conducted in each 
school by myself, and before leaving it was an invariable rule to make an 
Address suited to the wants and condition of the school. 

District Secretaries, — Not more than one half of the districts having re- 
ported to me, I cannot give the exact number of secretaries who acted as 
4tatrict superintendents. Several of the secretaries did so, but I am not 
aware of any instances of special success. I am convinced that great good 
has resulted from the attention given to this work, in all of the districts where 
the duty was regularly performed ; and I hope the day will soon arrive when 
secretaries will be as certain to visit schools regularly, as that the schools 
are open. 

District Institutes. — Under the act of 1862, eighteen township institutes 
were organized in the county, and held meetings on alternate Saturdays.--* 
About ninety-five teachers attended them regularly. The general result was 
:good, and wherever the number of teachers embraced in the organization 
was considerable, it was found to move along with more life and vigor than 
where there were but few. This was plain to the mind of any observer. — 
From this fact! would recommend, that wherever it is possible, the teachers 
of two or three of the smaller townships unite in one organization. 
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Moral Instruction. — The Scriptures were used regularly in ninety-seveD 
schools, aud not used in twenty-two. No other book was used by way of 
imparting moral instruction. 

Public Sentiment. — It is admitted by almost every intelligent and observing 
Hian, that the common schools are of real, substantial value, and that they 
have made very considerable progress in the past few years. The cause of 
this is the great improvement in the literary qualifications of the teachers, 
their study of works on the theory and practice of teaching, and the appli> 
cation of this knowledge in the schools. The class-drills, discussions, lec- 
tures, &c., in county institutes, and in those of the townships, have awakened 
new life in the members of the teachers' profession, resulting in vast good 
to the schools, and in improving public sentiment in favor of this great and 
good cause — the general education of the youth of our noble Commonwealth. 

Remarks. — Having given, above, the facts and conclusions on all of the 
items on which county superintendents are requested to report, for the school 
year ending on the 1st Monday of June, 1863, I will embrace the opportunity 
• ef suggesting, that there should be a law requiring each board of directors to 
i^point one of their number to act as district superintendent, whose duty it 
diall be to visit each school of the district once each month, and take a full 
Bote of the order, attention by pupils, promptness, number of pupils, kindi 
of studies, attendance, adherence to regularly adopted text-books, &c., and 
to report the result at the meeting of the board. From my observation, 
during upwards of seven years of constant attention to school matters, as 
county superintendent, I am confident that very great good would flow from 
the discreet and judicious performance of this work. For this labor the dis- 
trict superintendent should receive reasonable compensation. He should be 
secretary of the board. In the late sdiool year the average qualifications of 
the teachers was much better than in the previous year. Among the most 
successful teachers were several females. In the year I held two county 
institutes, and one Uniott township institute. In each of the six preceding 
years I held two sessions of the county institute, several sessions continuing 
from three to five weeks. All of them were well attended. There should 
be- a law requiring a session of the institute to be held in each county each 
year. The session should not be less than a month in duration. 

In closing my oflScial connection with the schools of the county, I feel a 
pleasure in being able to say, that, throughout my career as county superin- 
tendent, I have been universally treated with courtesy by teachers, school 
officers, and people of all parties and persuasions, and for which, I tender td 
one and all my deepest, heart-felt gratitude and respect. 
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JUNIATA COUNTY.— J. B. Porter. 

This c(ftinty is making a very respectable advancement in the educational 
^mtise. Oar schools are gaining a higher standard, whilst a number are 
Wording all the advantages of the high school. 

Houses. — There are 40 very comfortable, well seated and well ventilated 
hoases in this county ; 34« that are defective in seats and other comforts, and 
91 that are wholly unfit for nse. Lack, Fermanagh and Delaware, each 
erected a fine house, on the most approved modern plan. The Delaware 
faoose is an exceedingly fine building, possessing all the advantages and 
comfort that a single room can afford. 

Apparatus, — Six districts introduced MitthelPs outline maps. 
Teachers. — Sixty-six of our teachers made very successful work, twenty- 
foor did well, and eight ought to consider themselves out of place in the 
school room. Sixteen schools were taught by ladles to very good accept- 
«bce. 

Graded Schools. — Mifflin borough 3, Patterson borough 2, Perryville 
borough 2, Oakland 2, and M'Allistersville 2, in all 11 schools. All the 
other schools are well classed, excepting 8. 

Visitation, — I made two visits to each school of 3 hours each. In the 
different districts 72 directors accompanied me, and on my second visits, we 
held examinations of the schools, which brought out parents and visitors, 
who generally felt much interested. 

Institutes. — There were five county institutes held, which were well at- 
tended by teachers and citizens, and were the means of eliciting much in- 
terest in favor of education. District institutes were regularly held in all 
the districts in the county. 

Moral Instruction. — Seventy-six schools were opened daily by reading a 
portion of Scripture, and in sixteen lectures on moral subjects were given. 
Public Sentiment. — We have but little opposition to any feature of the 
<Mmmon school system. I think the superintendency has established firmly 
on the mind of the public the necessity of that agency, in bringing Jut the 
benefits of the system. 

Froripects. — Parents and community general feel more and more enlisted 
in the subject of education than formerly. Young gentlemen and ladies are 
forming literary societies, and every feeling and expression is calculated to 
atrengthen and advance tiie better interests of the cause. 
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LANCASTER COUNTY.— David Evans. 

I have collected the folio wing facts and statistics, as required by instroction^ 
from the Department : 

Houses. — New, 1^; insufficient and uncomfortable, 87^ small, inconvienent 
and unhealthy locations, 185. Thenew buildings are much better than those 
put up in former years, both in material and plan. Very few are now erected 
having only a nine inch wall, and in which there is not some arrangement 
made for apparatus, and constructed with a view to the comfort of the pu- 
pils. Indeed, the erection of good houses is one of the favorable signs of the 
improvement of the schools. Wiiile nearly all answer the purpose for w^hieb 
they were put up, I will designate a few of the new houses as especially 
worthy of notice. There is a new brick building in East Donegal township^ 
commendable in every respect. It is fifty feet long, thirty-two feet wide, 
twelve feet to ceiling and fourteen inches in thickness of wall. The desks 
and seats are double, of good size, well arranged and fastened to the floor 
by cast-iron stanchions. At one end is a platform extending entirely ac«ro8» 
the floor ; and along the wall are three hundred and fifty feet of black-board 
surface. One hundred children can be seated, and the arrangements are 
such that two recitations can be heard at one time ; one in thQ main room, 
and one in a recitation room prepared for the purpose. The building is well 
adapted for a graded school, and the directors of the district deserve great 
credit for this evidence of the interest which they take in the improvement 
of the schools. But the building which stands at the head of all in the 
county, and perhaps in the State, is the one erected in Columbia borough 
during the fall and winter. The county may justly be proud of it, and the 
directors and citizens of Columbia should receive a large share of the public 
approbation, for this evidence of the high estimation in which they hold 
popular education. The houses that are uncomfortable and injurious to the 
pupils, and those that have unhealthy locations, are generally of the oldest 
buildings in the county. In some districts the most are of this class. They 
are found where education is not mnich appreciated. All the new buildings 
are improved in this respect. 

Furniture. — Buildings in which new furniture was supplied during the 
year, 6. Buildings having inconvenient and injurious furniture, 64f, Very 
few old houses are supplied with new furniture. But there are houses in 
the county, the walls of which are yet substantial, which have been entirely 
remodeled and supplied with new furniture. Tw^o houses in Drumore town- 
ship, one in Mount Joy township, and one in Conoy township, were sup- 
plied with new furniture. Two houses in West Lampeter township, and one 
in Salisbury township, received some additional desks and seats. The style 
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of the fnrnitare supplied to the above houses is good, the desks being doable, 
and constracted so as to be comfortable to children of every age. 

Apparatus, — Number of schools to which apparatus has been furnished, 
8. Five schools received a full set of Pelton's outline maps ; one, BidwelPs 
hemisphere maps ; a few, alphabet cards; one, an elocutionary chart; and 
one, a globe. There is still a great deficiency of apparatus in the schools. 
As long as this is so, it cannot be expected that teachers can fully and tho- 
roughly instruct the children under their care. While it is admitted by all 
that the artisan can do nothing without instruments, the admission is not so 
general, that a teacher has need of things in the school room to do, and fa- 
cilitate his work. Every school ought to have a sufficient quantity of 
black-board surface, a full set of maps, alphabet cards, a numeral frame, a 
globe, an elocutionary chart, chalk drawings or drawing tablets, and chi- 
rographic and anatomical charts. Many are already thus supplied. 

Qraded Schools. — NambergrJHed during the year, 4; number of schoola 
yet imperfectly classified) 16. Two additional graded schools were estab- 
lished in East Donegal township during the year, and an addition was made 
to one house in Strasburg township. The arrrangement in these schools 
is such that those learning the rudiments are now taught in one apartment, 
and the advanced ones in another. The plan works well. Wherever snch 
sohools have been established their success has been uniform and decided, 
even in the face of opposition to them. The greatest encouragement should 
be given to directors to follow this efficient means of improving the schools, 
where the chjldren of a neighborhood are numerous enough to make two 
schools. There are no schools in the county wholly unclassified, but there 
are still some where geography and grammar have not yet been introduced. 
This number is small and yearly becoming smaller. The classification is 
good in reading, spelling and mental arithmetic, and pretty good in written 
arithmetic, but not so complete in the latter branch as in the former. The 
less the number of classes the better it will be for the school, providing the 
difference of degree of proficiency of the members of the same class is not 
too great. The following number of classes will represent a well org^ised 
school : four in reading, (including spelling,) three in mental arithmetic, two 
special spelling classes, three in written arithmetic, two in geography, two 
in grammar and three in writing. The advanced classes in these branches 
should recite once a day, and the beginners in spelling and the lower read- 
ing classes ought to have two lessons in a day. The above applies to a 
school where none but the essential branches are taught. If any additional 
branches are introduced, such as algebra, history, Ac, they must take the 
place of others on alternate days. 

Teachers. — ^Number of teachers in the county during the year who gave 
retBOiiable satisfhotion, 325 ; of this number 85 hold professional certificates. 
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I will not specify any individual instance of success where all have done so 
well. Id every district where the school system has at all had a fair trial 
some good teachers can be found. Many, indeed, have none that rate below 
good. But while making this favorable statement, I must also state that a 
few have none who do not fall below that grade. This condition depends 
very much on the interest taken in the schools by directors and citizens, and 
the encouragement received by teachers. If the proper spirit pervade the 
community, the directors will make it evident by extending the school term 
and by paying a liberal salary to their teachers. But those opposed to school 
improvement, and some also who are favorable to good schools, urge as the 
proper course to be pursued in the paying of teachers, to regulate the salarj 
according to the number of candidates for the position of teacher. While 
this course will constantly draw to these districts a yearly accession of new 
applicants, it is evident, beyond a doubt, that they are not of that class of 
teachers who are fully qualified and experi#iced ; and thus the necessity is 
forced upon their district of losing the services of those wl*) h^ve reached 
certain qualifications and obtained ample experience. As yet the salary of 
teachers is not such that they can support large families and yearly make a 
small accumulation. As long as there is no assurance that teaching will 
bring comfort to the old days of those who enter its ranks, a great incentive 
to supplying the schools with competent instructors will be wanting. It is 
very generally supposed that teachers ^re better paid than men in the ordi* 
nary pursuits of life. The reverse is the fact. There are now nearly 100 
professional teachers in our county. Thirty professional certificates were 
issued during the year. Sixty-one were granted during my continuance in 
office. They mostly give good satisfaction. There are only a few who are 
deemed unworthy of that privilege by the public. The dissatisfaction to- 
wards these arises more from carelessness on their part than from a want 
of confidence in their qualification and ability to teach. When a teacher, 
invested with all the privileges of the profession fails, the confidence reposed 
in the county superintendent becomes impaired and the injury resulting to 
the cause is great. And yet there is no escape from the possibility of failing. 
Though the applicant's examination be in every respect satisfactory, and his 
skill and success in the school room such as to receive the approbation of all, 
there is still no assurance that he will succeed in any school. The county 
superintendent can judge only from the evidence before him; and while he 
cannot be deceived in the qualifications of an applicant for professional pre- 
ferment, he may be disappointed in his expectation of uniform success on 
the part of the teacher, when the relations under which he operates are 
changed. A teacher may not have the co-operation of his patrons; if not 
he will fail, though ever so great care be exercised in conferring permanent 
certificates, or be may violate his professional obligation by neglecting hie 
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daties. In the first instance the responsibility for the failure rests with the 
parent, in the latter with the teacher, the superintendent being as little re- 
gponsible for it, in* either case, as a person would be for the failure of one 
to whom a recommendation should be gi^en for the faithful discharge of dutj 
while employed, and who, when under a new employer, should become care- 
less and unfaithful. There were employed in the county last year 146 female 
teachers, being an excess over the former year of 13. I will repeat what I 
said in former reports, that their success is fully as good as that of the male 
teachers. But some districts do not yet employ any. There is an existing 
prejudice against female teachers in most of the northern districts, though 
it is not as strong now as it formerly was. Their fitness for teaching is 
yearly becoming more generally acknowledged. 

School Visitation. — The large number of schools in the county, and the 
great extent of country to be traveled, limit me to making one visit to each 
^chool in a year, of about one hour and a half in duration. My object in 
these visits is now as it was formerly, to become acquainted with the teach- 
er's method of instruction, with the degree of advancement, taste, cleanli- 
ness, order and classification of the school ; and to ascertain the extent of 
the supply of apparatus and style of the furniture, as well as the condition 
of the houses and grounds, and also to direct the attention of the teachers and 
directors to anything that is wanting to the successful working of a school. 
Visiting by directors and citizens is becoming more frequent and regular. 
"Wliere it is attended to the best results follow. There are two co-operative 
agencies necessary to make a good school — a good teacher and interested 
parents. A good teacher will often excite an interest in parents, and inter- 
ested parents will often make a good school, even though the teacher is only 
ordinarily well qualified. The teacher should make frequent visits to the 
parents of his pupils. By this means only can he learn the disposition of 
the children which he is to instruct, make known to them their wants and 
secure their co-operation in the improvement of the school. Some teach- 
*er8 have succeeded in enlisting the co-operation of their patrons by weekly 
exercises in composition and declamation every Friday afternoon, and some- 
* by examinations at stated times during the term. These were the occasion 
of bringing out many of the citizens, and have been the cause of creating a 
favorable school sentiment. 

District Superintendent. — Only five districts were regularly visited by per- 
Bons appointed for the ptirpose. The number of local superintendents is not 
as large as it was a few years «go. Where it is yet in operation it3 effect 
apon the schools is so plainly noticeable that it has been made the sub* 
ject of some special remarks in the annual report. It is an auxiliary that 
should be sought to promote the advancement of common school education^ 
and is, in my opinion, the only way in which regular and effectual visttation 
8 
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to the schools can be secured. The plan of procedure ia the same as that 
forwarded to the Department last winter. 

District Institutes. — Forty-five district institutes WAjre fn operation during 
the last school term. Eleven were attended by all the teachers in the dis- 
trict. At the others, the attendance was not so regular. In proportion to 
the interest felt in self-improvement by the teachers, and the obligation* 
imposed by the board of directors, are these organizations successful. A 
difference of opinion on the intention of the law, with regard to the number 
of days for the school month, and the means for the improvement of tb* 
teachers, delayed their organization, in some districts, much beyond th« 
time of the opening of the schools; but in many others, their organization 
was prompt and decided. To make them effective, I advised the teachers 
to confine themselves, chiefly, to the consideration of the common school 
branches, and such educational topics as are available in teaching. Ther^ 
was no uniform plan adopted for conductiog them, during the last year, by. 
reason of my urgent engagements, which prevented me from visiting these 
meetings ; but I made some suggestions at the county institutes which wert 
intended to meet this want. The benefit to be derived from these institutes 
will be better known after the next course of examinations. Great improve- 
ment, on the part of the teachers, is anticipated. I will here insert a report 
of the teachers' institute of Clay township, made to me by their secretar/^; 
and I hope that the spirit shown in it will be adopted all over the county : 
"T-he teachers' institute of Clay township commenced at the opening of the 
public schools, (Oct. 4th, 1863,) and held semi-monthly meetings during the* 
school term, all the teachers attending. The exercises were confined to im- 
provement in the common school branches. After the close of the term, J. 
N. Soder was employed as leader of a continued institute, and to give in- 
struction in the folio wing branches : Orthography, reading, written arithmetic, 
geography, English grammar and algebra. An hour, daily, was devoted to 
each one of the above branches, during a session of ten weeks,. of five days 
each, closing June 12th. The members present during the term were eight. 
The institute opened in the morning with devotion, one of the members read- 
ing a chapter of Scripture. If we mistake not, the members made marked 
improvement." 

Moral Instrtiction. — Number of schools in which the Bible was regularly 
read, 389; Scriptures not read in 32 schools; Cowdery's lessons read in 2 
schools ; others have moral instruction as opportunity offers. The Scriptures 
are variously used. The effect upon the schools is good. Its quickening 
tpirit will leave its effect upon all who come within its reach. It is to the 
heart, what the morning dew and sunshine are to the plant, causing it to 
grow in strength and fullness. 

Public Sentiment. — There ia nothing to record adverse to the schools, that 
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t^me to my attention daring the past year. Judging from the quietness of 
those who were its greatest enemies, the number attending the county in- 
stitute, and the increase of salary in some districts, there is good reason to 
believe that the system is gaining in popularity. In thirty -two districts in 
the county the public sentiment towards the schools is very favoiable ; 
twelve in which it is not so favorable ; and in eight it is decidedly opposed 
to the school system. 

Suggestions and Remarks. — The instructions to county superintendents, 
for the collection of statistic^ for this year, should be given in the note-book 
of visitations. Second, the whole and average number of teachers in attend- 
ance at the district institute, should be given in the annual *' district report" 
of the several districts. In closing this report, I can give testimony that 
good was done during my four years' service in the county superintendency; 
but not near all was accomplished that ought to have been done. The com- 
mon branches are now beginning to be well taught throughout the county, 
and some of the higher branches are taught in some districts. In my ex- 
aminations for the next year, I shall begin to carry out more fully the in- 
structions of the State Superintendent, of 1861; and the following year I 
intend to adopt his standard altogether, for professional certificates. I must 
make acknowledgment of the many favors and kindnesses I received from 
all, in my tours through the county. 



LAWRENCE COUNTY.— Stephen Morrison. 

New School Houses. — One new school house has been built in each of the 
following districts, viz: Neshannock, Union, Little Beaver and Taylor. 
The one in Neshannock is of stone, 30 feet by 34, ceiling 12 feet Jiigh in tht 
clear, is well seated, desks comfortable, well ventilated, and when furnished 
with sufficient apparatus and shade trees, will be one of the most pleasant 
houses in the district. Whole cost of building $800. The one in Union 
district is 26 by 34- feet, ceiling 12 feet; Little Beaver is 28 feet by 30, 
ceiling 12 feet, and the one in Taylor is 26 by 32 feet, ceiling 12 feet. These 
houses are all frame, neatly built on about the same plan, well furnished 
with seats and desks, painted. Each house cost about $600. The one in 
Taylor district is inclosed with a neat board fence. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — The school houses of New Castle borough 
and East New Castle are furnished with a considerable amount of appara- 
tus, such as outline maps, cards, anatomical plates, mathematical blocks, 
Ac; but there might yet be advantageously added other apparatus to make 
ibe schools still more interesting. There are about 60 houses in the rural dii« 
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tricts, well furnished with comfortable seats and desks, but quite deficient in 
the amount of necessary apparatus. Several teachers have procured a few 
articles at their own expense, such as Osgood ^s cards, cubical blocks, Ac, 
About 50 schools have been furnished by the school directors with full sets 
of MjfchelPs outline maps. The other school houses in the county are fur- 
nished with inconvenient seats and desks, and a few are entirely unfit for 
use. 

Graded Schools. — No schools hav^e been graded during the last year. The 
schools that have been previously graded, arc stated in my last report A 
graded school is needed, we think, in each of the following districts, viz : 
Mount Jackson, North Beaver, Edenburg, Mahoning, Harlansburg, Scott 
and Princeton, Slippery Rock. The other schools are not graded, but are 
well classified. 

Tedchers, — The number of teachers during the year, who gave general 
satisfaction, both with professional and provisional certificates, was about 
100. A part of the remainder did well, and some 12 or 15 failed. The in- 
crease of female teachers over that of last year, is quite large. Most of the 
male teachers having gone to the army, about three-fourths of the teachers 
are females; and a large majority of them have nobly filled the places of our 
brave men, now fighting for the perpetuity of our glorious institutions. 

Visitation of Schools. — All the schools were visited once, 69 twice and 
10 three times. I visited all the winter schools but 4, making 228 visits in 
all during the year. Average length of each visit 2 hours. About 50 
schools were pretty regularly visited by directors and parents, with the 
most decided advantage, both to teachers and pupils. Most of the others 
were visited occasionally, and a few not at all by the parents, and only 
irregularly by the directors. 

District Secretaries. — The following districts allowed a certain small 
amount as salary of secretary, but not acting as district secretaryor super- 
intendent, xiz : Little Beaver, North Beaver, Hickory, Mahoning, New 
Castle borough, Neshannock, Plain Grove, Perry, Scott, Pollock, Wilming- 
ton and Union. 

District Institutes. — District institutes have been organized in every dis- 
trict, and tolerably well attended by the teachers. However, in many districts 
there is not that importance attached to them, nor interest taken by teachers 
and directors that should be. In the following districts they were con- 
ducted with good success and profit to the teachers, viz : Big Beaver, She- 
nango. Pollock, Washington, Scott, Plain Grove and Pulaski. The East 
New Cas^tle institute was a combination of New Castle borough and of several 
of the adjacent districts, consequently was attended by a sufficient number 
of teachers to make it beneficial. Whenever it was possible the county su- 
perintendent met with the teachers and aided in the exercises. The exercise* 
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of the institutes consisted of class drills, discussions on the best methods of 
conducting classes, and theory of teaching. 

Moral Instruction, — The Scriptures are read regularly in every school as 
a devotional exercise ; in many of the schools by the scholars and teacher, in 
others by the teacher alone, with prayer. The effect upon the schools of 
reading the Word of God is surely productive of great good, when done in a 
proper manner and spirit, and should be practiced in every school. 

Public Sentiment. — The common school system is generally regarded in 
its true light by the citizens of this county. .The elevation of the teachers' 
qualifications is desired, and the general improvement of the system is meet- 
ing the hearty C9-operation and approval of directors and citizens. 

Suggestions and Remarks. — Notwithstanding the unhappy condition of our 
country, and the absence of more than three-fourths of our most worthy male 
teachers in the army, we had one of the most successful institutes ever held 
in the county. There were upwards of 100 teachers in attendance, most of 
whom became active members. The institute was favored with the lectures 
of Prof Bates, which were received with universal satisfaction and profit. 
Profs. Black and Vincent, of Westminster college, each delivered an able 
and instructive address. The principals of the New Castle borough and 
East New Castle schools, and others, added much to the interest of the insti- 
tute, and all the teachers seemed to be satisfied with the results of the exer- 
cises. We have no special suggestions to make in addition to those recom- 
mended by th« School Department. It is our intention, as fast as possible, 
to raise the standard of the teachers' qualifications, to have our district 
institutes promptly and faithfully attended, to urge the absolute necessity of 
having apparatus of every kind in our schools, to recommend to school di- 
rectors and citizens to have their school grounds inclosed, shade trees planted, 
and play-grounds improved by ornamental trees and flowers. 

In conclusion, we wish to use every possible effort to secure co-operation. 
In these trying times, when the very existence of our institutions is threat- 
ened by an enraged enemy, it becomes the true friends of education, every 
philanthropist, to lay aside all political preferences and all educational differ- 
ences, and stand up, hand in hand, as a mighty phalanx^ for the support and 
re-establishment of our glorious Union, based upon the principles of holiness, 
justice and universal liberty. Let us co-operate cordially, then, in the great 
work of training up our youth, so that when this wicked rebellion shall come^ 
to a close, by means of common school instruction, by means of the purity 
of oar national institutions, we may stand in truth the asylum of the world. 
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LEBANON COUNTY.— Henry Houck. 

School Houses. — A new building was erected in East Hanorer district, id 
place of the old one, which was entirely insufficient. It is bailt of brick^ 
eonveniently arranged, and is one of the best school houses in the coun^. 
The whole number of school houses that are so insufficient as to be uncom* 
fortable and injurious to the pupils, is 21. Of these. 2 are in North Annyilley 
2 in South Annville, 1 in East Hanover, 3 in Heidelberg, 1 in Jackson, 6 is 
Swatara and 6 in Union. • 

Furniture. — One of the school rooms in Lebanon borough was supplied 
with new desks, of an improved kind, and greatly superior to the old ones. 
There are about 30 school houses in the county that have inconvenient and 
injurious furniture. 

Apparatus. — The schools of Lebanan borough were supplied with Pelton'» 
outline maps, Sanders's elocutionary charts, and a Bible for each school. The 
schools in South Annville were likewise supplied with elocutionary charts. 
I am Borry to say that very few, if any, of our schools, have a sufficiency of 
apparatus. No one who is conversant with schools need be told of the ad- 
vantages resulting from having them well furnished with ai>paratu8. It 
must be evident to all, that those which have it can be n^de far more inter* 
esting and profitable than those which are destitute. 

Schools. — None have been graded during the past year^ though it should 
have been done in all these villages, viz : Jonestown, Annville, Scheaffers- 
town, Meyerstown, Fredericksburg and Campbellstown. The expense, which 
flome seem to fear, would hardly be greater than it now is, and the schools* 
would be very much improved. In Lebanon and North Lebanon the schools 
are graded, but it is imperfectly done. Scholars are too often promoted 
to a higher school, not because they have reached a certain standard in 
qualifications, but for the purpose of making room. The whole difficulty lies 
in this, that there is not a sufficient number of school rooms for the primary 
and intermediate schools. These are entirely too much crowded, and scholars 
are promoted to make room for others, and for nothing else. One of the 
results of this system of promotion is, that the scholars, being hurried through 
the different schools, often reach the very highest at the age of 10 or 12 years ^ 
,and they, as well as their parents, infer from this, that inasmuch as they have 
passed through all the schools, their education has been completed. They 
are taken from school, many of them before they are 14 years old, and very 
young children fill the high schools. 

Teachers. — We have 163 teachers. Twelve hold county certificates, and 
gave full satisfaction ; forty did very well ; eighty were tolerable, and thirty* 
three were incompetent. Seventeen females were employed. Twelve of 
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tliese taught in the town of Lebanon, and only five in the conntiy. The 
directors in many of the rural districts are under the wrong impression that 
ladies are not calculated to be teachers. There are not a few directors who 
prefer, for a teacher, a young man at 16 and poorly qualified, to an intelli- 
gent and experienced female teacher. It is to be regretted that such a sen- 
timent prevails in many of the German counties, and especially at this time, 
when so many of our best male teachers are in the army, and when so many 
eompetent ladies are asking permission to fill their places in the school room. 
Visildtion.-^AW the schools were visited. exce^^t two, both of which were 
closed earlier than the time represented to me. Twelve were visited four 
times, and ten received three visits. Never did I find traveling so disagreeable 
as during the last session ; many of the roads were impassable. In a ma- 
jority of districts the directors visited monthly; and there is hardly a school 
that is not visited occasionally by parents, but this practice is not very general. 

Duitrict Institutes. — There are sixteen districts in this county. All but 
two had institutes, which met regularly during the teriji. One of the two 
districts alluded to is in the mountains, and has but one teacher. The other 
is Heidelberg, has twelve teachers, but no institute worth mentioning. The 
directors in this district gave the matter into the teachers' hands, expecting^ 
that they would agree upon time, place and programme that would be 
most suitable. The teachers, however, differed on all points. Some were 
in favor of meeting in the forenoon, others in the afternoon, and others again 
in the evening. This institute failed completely. " A house divided against 
itself cannot stand. '' These facts have been mentioned to show the importance 
of directors taking the matter in hand, and legislating upon the subject as 
the law requires. The other districts did far better than was expected. — 
Whole number of meetings held in all the districts, 120. Whole number of 
teachers' that attended, 150. These institutes have been conducted, in nearly 
All cases, like schools, with this exception, that in all there was a discussion 
occasionally. Not a single act in the school law meets with more favor than 
atkQ one which makes the month uniform throughout the State, and establishes 
the district institute. 

Moral Instruction, — The Scriptures are daily read in nearly every school. 
Singing in about three-fourths of the schools. The books used are the Union 
hymn book. Day School Bell, Sabbath School Bell and Golden Chain. In 
about one-half of the schools moral instruction was imparted orally; in very 
few by means of a text- book. There is evidently very little system evinced 
in giving this kind of instruction. 

Public Sentiment. — Though the school system does not meet with any open 
and concerted opposition, yet it has its enemies. The opposition comes 
mainly from three distinct classes of persons. The first and largest class is 
made up of those who say, '' Education is all a humbug, it makes people baft; 
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a little reading, writing and cyphering is all that is necessary, and this coald 
be acquired under the old way. " The second class are those who have heayy 
taxes to pay, and no children to educate. Then again, we have those who 
think it better to encourage private schools, who believe that these are better 
adapted to their children. They do not directly oppose the common schools, 
but withhold all their influence. Where the system is most earnestly and 
faithfully administered, it meets with the least dissatisfaction and the least 
opposition. 
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New School Houses. — There were 10 new school houses built during the year. 
In Heidleberg 4> ; in Lynn 1 ; in Lower Milford 1 ; in Lower Macungie 1 ; 
in Salisbury 1 ; in Washington 2. Most of them confonuing, in a considera- 
ble degree, to the plans given by the Department. The following are con- 
Bidered to be either insufficient, uncomfortable, or injurious to the pupils: 
In Heidleberg 2, named the Water Pond and the Pleasant Corner school 
houses ; in Lowhill 4, named Peters, Scheirer^s, Klotz's and Lowhill Church 
school houses ; in Lower Macungie 3, named HartzelPs, Marsteller's and Le- 
high Church school houses; in North Whitehall 2, named the Slate Quarry 
and Gross's school houses ; in South Whitehall 1, named the Margratel school 
house. There are also a few more houses in some other districts which are 
not as good as might be desired. It is to be hoped that in the lapse of a 
year or two, at most, these houses will be supplanted by better ones. I am 
happy to inform the Department that in some of the districts above named 
the directors are making efforts to remedy this evil. 

Furniture. — South Whitehall furnished 3, one with good, plain, substantial 
and convenient furniture of the modem style, the desks being arranged in 
tiers, each accommodating two pupils ; the other two were supplied with 
desks pretty much upon the same style, but longer, accommodating four or 
five pupils each; Weisenberg furnished 1, but not in the modem style; Wash- 
ington fumished 1 with desks like those first mentioned, in South Whitehall; 
Heidleberg also supplied 1, the desks being of a very inferior kind, not much 
better than the old style. The new school houses, with but two exceptions, 
have been supplied with desks of the modern style. There are in all about 
100 schools which may be said to have suitable furniture. The remainder 
still contain inconvenient, and in many instances injurious and unhealthy 
furniture. 

ApparcUus. — There has been but little improvement made in the schools i» 
this respect. A series of small outline maps has been introduced into a few 
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schools. These, in nearly every instance, were purchased by the teachers 
themselves. Another slight improvement has also been made in a few schools 
in relation to black-boards, small ones have been removed and their places 
supplied with larger ones. The primary schools in the borough of Allen- 
town have each been supplied with a series of Sanders^s primary charts. 

The School. — The schools in the boroughs of Emaus and Millerstown may 
be said to be partially graded, being divided into primary and advanced or 
grammar departments. The schools in the boroughs of Allentown and Cata- 
sauqua, which are now pretty thoroughly graded, are making rapid progress 
and will soon compare favorably with those of the larger cities. The schools 
in the rural districts are, as a general thing, pretty well classified in respect 
to readers, but in respect to arithmetics, geographies and grammars, it is 
quite otherwise with many, some having in use three or four different authors 
treating upon arithmetic, and two or three different authors upon cceography 
uid grammar. 

Teachers. — There are in all 188 teachers who gave satisfaction, including 
twelve with professional certificates, and one with a diploma from the State 
Normal school. The number of female teachers stands the same as last year. 
In the rural districts there were but 5 female teachers employed ; these, in 
every instance, proved themselves worthy of the position they held and gave 
entire satisfaction. 

Visitation. — Every school in the county was visited once, and 33 were 
visited a second time. The average length of each visit being 1^ hours. 
During my visits I was generally attended by one or more of the directors, 
except in two townships. The school directors throughout the county gen- 
erally visit the schools pretty regularly. In the rural districts some of the 
parents and guardians visit the schools frequently, while in the towns this is 
very seldom the case. I cannot attribute it to any want of interest on their 
part, but it appears they have full confidence in their directors and teachers, 
and are willing to intrust the whole management of school affairs into their 
hands. Yet I believe that an occasional visit from them would be an encour- 
agement to the teacher and a stimulus to the pupils. 

District Superintendent. — There is but one district in the county in which 
the secretary was employed as district superintendent. He visits each school 
once a month, spends an hour or two at each visit, and generally delivers an 
address to the scholars before leaving. If this system were adopted by all 
the districts there is no doubt but that, in a very short time, much good might 
be accomplished, which would more than compensate them for the little ad- 
ditional expense. 

District Institutes. — At the commencement of the term there were 12 dis- 
tricts that complied with the requirements of the school law, in relation to 
the school month and district institutes; but upon duly notifying those dis- 
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tricts that did not comply of the danger of forfeiting their State appropria- 
tion, 5 more were brought to conform to it. Generally, with the exception 
of here and there one, the teachers were very attentive and manifested a great 
degree of interest in these meetings. As regards modes of procedure, they 
are somewhat diversified, consisting mostly in reading extracts and essayg, 
delivering addresses and orations, answering questions from a query-box, 
discussing the various methods of teaching the different branches, and claM 
txercises. It is to be feared that too much time is occupied in discussing 
minor points, until no time is left for class exercises, and at last the institutt' 
becomes monotonous. A part of each institute ought to be set apart, and 
especially devoted to class recitations, from some good book on theory and 
practice of teaching. The directors in most districts are very attentive §X 
these meetings themselves. It is to be regretted that on several occasions 
these meetings were perverted to political purposes. 

Moral Imtrudion. — The Scriptures are read in nearly all the schools in 
the county. I believe I have met with but one teacher who made no use 
whatever of the Scriptures in his school. They are generally read in tbt 
morning as an opening exercise, without note or comment, followed with prayer 
and singing. Some teachers both open and close their schools with these 
devotional exercises. In many of the schools the German Testament is still 
used as a class hook. As far as I know no text-book on moral instructions 
has yet found its way into any school in this county. 

Public Sentiment. — We cannot close our eyes to the fact that there stiU 
exists a fouling against the common school system, especially among a few 
of the wealthy and older citizens, and mostly such as are not as well in- 
formed as they ought to be. However, among the more intelligent, and thoss 
who have had the benefits of the system, to some extent, the prevailing sen- 
timent is strong in its favor. We are informed that many, who a few years 
ago were not favorably disposed to the system, have changed their views 
and now give it their hearty approval. Upon the whole it appears that the 
opposition is gradually dying away, and the system becoming more accepta- 
ble. 



LUZERNE COUNTY.— Abel Marot. 

School Houses and Furniture. — Number of houses built during the year, 
15; still totally unfit for use, 122; supplied with suitable furniture daring 
the year, 14-; with furniture totally unfit for use, 251 ; destitute of a chair, 
208 ; supplied with apparatus during year, none. 

SchoolSy Teachers, Examinations. — Number of schools in the county, 421 ; 
graded during the year, none ; still without proper classification, 90 ; in whldi 
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the Scriptures were read, 338; teachers who gave satisfaction, 425 ; increase 
of female teachers, 62; public examinations, 51 ; teachers publicly examined, 
350 ; teachers specially examined, by request of directors, 7 ; provisional 
certificates issued, 321; professional certificates issued, 10; certificates en- 
dorsed from other counties, 33 ; certificates renewed for one year, 76 ; cer- 
tificates given on success in teaching, 6 ; professional certificates issued bj 
•ther superintendents, 10 ; applicants rejected, 74. 

School VisitalionSy dbc, — Number of schools visited, 367; institutes and 
other meetings held, 7; lectures by superintendent on such occasions, 27; 
short addresses to pupils in school, 365; days devoted to official duty of 
every kind, 278; miles traveled in discharge of official duty, 3,108; official 
letters written, 383 ; directors present at public examinations, 96 ; citizens 
present at public examinations, 960. 

I have concluded to present the body of my report, this year, in tabular 
form, as a more definite idea of the actual condition of the schools can be 
conveyed in this way than in any other. This plan will not only be a 
change in the manner of presenting the report, but will, I think, be more 
useful By reference to fhe figures above it will be seen, at a glance, 
that'- many things are still wanting to make the schools what they should 
be. It may not be unprofitable here to mention, especially, some of the 
districts whose school houses and furniture demand immediate attention 
from the directors. Among this number are Greenfield, Hanover, HoUen- 
back, Kingston township. Lake, Lehman, Newport, Pittston township. Ply- 
month, Ross, Sugar Loaf, Union and Wilkesbarre borough. A more seri- 
ous deficiency will be found, on a careful examination of the furniture. As 
the table will not all appear in the published report, I will recapitulate the 
' deficiencies in school furniture, as found to exist in a large number of the 
districts : 

School HoUsea with Furniture totally unfit for Use. — Abington 9, Bear 
^reek 1, Benton 2, Black Creek 2, Blakely 6, Buck 4, Butler 5, Carbondale 
city 6, Carbondale township 3, Covington 3, Dallas 8, Denison 3, Dorrance 
4, Exeter 4, Fairmount 8, Fell 5, Foster 3, Franklin 5, Greenfield 10, Han- 
over 8, HoUenback 8, Huntington 2, Hyde Park 1, Jackson 6, JefiTerson 6, 
SliDgston borough 1, Kingston township 11, Lackawanna 1, Lake 6, Leh- 
man 6, Madison 3, Nescopec 3, Newport 3, Newton 3, Pittston borough 5, 
Pittston township 5, Plains 3, Plymouth 10, Providence township 7, Ransom 
3, Ross 7, Salem 5, Scott 5, Scranton 2, Slocum 2, Spring Brook 1, Sugar 
Loaf 8, Union 5, Waverly 1, White Haven 1, Wilkesbarre borough 19, 
Wilkesbarre township 1, Wright 2. It will be seen by the figures, that in 
many districts there is not a single school house provided with suitable fur- 
niture I And, what is the most discouraging of all, is the fact that several 
Of these bouses are new. 
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Apparatus. — No change in this respect since my last report. Nor have 
any schools been graded during the year. 

Teacher a. — The number of teachers who gave satisfaction, I estimate at 
425. It is impossible for me to tell the number to a certainty, as I cannot 
visit both the summer and winter schools. The increase of female teachen 
has been 62, or about 10 per cent, of the whole number of teachers employed. 
The schools have not suffered on account of the change ; but, on the contrary, 
it has been an improvement, as young and inexperienced boys were displaced 
by female teachers of long experience. 

Official Visitations. — Of the 421 schools in the county, only 367 were 
visited. I was confined to my house by sickness nearly four weeks during 
the month of January, and lost, thereby, the opportunity of visiting the 
schools on my programme for that month. My visits are never less than an 
hour in duration, and generally 1^ hours. 

District Secretaries. — The number of districts whose secretaries act as 
district superintendents, is about the same as last year. In some districts 
it is faithfully attended to, and the effect upon the schools, for good, is 
abundantly apparent. I regret that this practice is so limited in our county. 
Messrs. Levi Jones, of Hazle township, M. E. Sanford, of Abington, and 
Col. Graham, of Carbondale, are about as good as a county superintendent, 
in their attention to the schools. Such men should always be selected for 
school directors. But, I am sorry to say, we have entirely too many di- 
rectors whose only object, in seeking the office, is to keep the taxes down. 
They do not care a farthing *' whether school keeps or not," if they can only 
Bave themselves the grief of having to pay for the education of poor children. 

District Institutes. — These have not been held in a very large proportion 
of the districts of this county. The directors have failed to appoint and or- 
ganize them, and the teachers have failed to do it themselves. I have dili- 
gently and faithfully called the attention of both directors and teachers to 
the law, and urged a compliance with its requirements, but without success. 
I am strongly in favor of holding such institutes, as may be seen by reference 
to my last report; but I find that there are obstacles in the way. Female 
teachers, in rural districts containing a hundred, and, in many instances, 
more than a hundred square miles, separated frequently by mountain bar- 
riers, cannot travel, on foot and alone, and especially in the winter season, 
to reach the places appointed for the meeting. No one can be found who 
will be willing to escort them, or furnish them the means of conveyance, free 
of charge, every alternate Saturday, to attend those meetings. Who will 
organize the meeting, and conduct the exercises for them, when they get 
there ? It would be impossible for male teachers to do it, in many instances. 

Moral Instruction. — The Scriptures have been regularly read in a littk 
more than half of the schools. No special text-book is in use. No school, 
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however, is without moral instruction. The teacher, whether he reads the 
Scriptures in school or not, can, and if he is disposed to do his whole duty, 
will instill into ike minds and hearts of his pupils, the principles of morality 
and virtue. 

Prevailing Sentiment. — The school system is popular, upon the whole, in 
Luzerne county. Wherever the school law is properly carried out, the people 
are not only satisfied with, but are proud of their public schools; but where 
the duties of the office of school director are neglected, there comes up the 
complaint, found in the report from Plymouth : "The practical operations / 
of the school system are a humbug upon the people." The fact is that, 

"Though whether good, or whether bad, 
Depends on how we take it." 

Our schools are doing as well as could be expected, considering the state 
of public affairs. Many of our best teachers went forth to do battle for their 
country, and the schools have seriously felt the loss of their labors and in- 
fluence. Though we have lost in point of experience, we have nearly or 
quite held our own in regard to literary qualifications. The standard has 
been steadily advancing, and we are still determined to "go on unto per- 
fection." There was a scarcity of well qualified male teachers last winter, 
iKit their places were generally supplied by females, without detriment H 
the schools. The cause of popular education has a largo place in the hearts 
of the people, and we have every reason to feel encouraged for the future. 
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Houses. — In consequence of the troubles in our country, and the high 
prices of building materials, there have not been so many new school houses 
added to our number the past year, as had been in some former years. Only 
four have been built. One of these, in Clinton district, is a first-class brick 
houee,thirty-two by thirty-six feet, tastefully finished, and supplied with a very 
fine black-board, but is destitute of some other articles of apparatus. The 
other three are only second or third-rate houses. They are located, one in 
Anthony, one in Cummings, and one in Wolf districts. With the exception 
of a few houses that have undergone some improvement, they are about the 
same as in former years, with a reasonable allowance made for wear, decay 
and damage. Four of these were supplied with new seats and desks during 
the year. 

New Schoolf. — Three new schools were organized during the year; on© 
of th«8e in Anthony, one in Cunmiings, and one in Nippenose districts.— 
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The former two were supplied with new houses ; the latter one was taught 
in a rented room. 

Furniture. — With the exception of the four houses just alluded to, it re- 
mains about the same as last year. I would simply suggest the propriety 
of having each house supplied with at least one substantial chair. 

Apparatus. — There are about twenty houses in the county supplied with 
maps of the United States. All the houses, with two or three exceptions, 
are supplied with black boards ; but, in the majority of cases, these are quite 
too small. The new houses which have been built within the last four years 
are generally supplied with good black-boards. Other apparatus found ii 
schools mostly belongs to the teachers. 

Examinations. — During the year I held forty-five public examinations. 
In eight districts, at the time of the fall examinations, no teachers attended. 
Although I had the time and place of meeting published in three papers in 
the county, yet, in some districts, the directors had not seen the notices, and 
in a few districts there were no resident teachers. At five of the examinations, 
all the directors were present; at seven, five were present; at eight, four 
were present; at ten, three were present; at seven, two were present; at 
six, •one was present; and at two, none. In regard to the attendance of 
citizens, I am not prepared to give the numbers attending at each place; 
but they varied from sixty down to two. At the examinations during the 
year, three hundred and seventeen candidates presented themselves for ex- 
amination. Of this number, two hundred and seventy-six received certifi- 
cates, and forty-one were rejected. Where the class was very large, I had 
recourse to the written form of examination to a considerable extent; bat 
where it was small, I used the verbal form, as being much more satisfactory 
to directors and spectators ; and, in the excitement of an examination, a 
teacher can generally speak better than he can write. 

TeachevH, — In regard to teachers, the war has made such heavy drafts 
upon them, that there was a necessity for taking a large number into their 
ranks, with inferior qualifications, in order to have all the schools filled dar- 
ing the winter months. The result of this was, what might reasonably be 
expected, more dissatisfaction by parents, and more removals of teachers, 
than had been for three years immediately preceding. 

Graded Schools, — There have been the same number of graded schools in 
the county that were reckoned in my former report, viz : Five in Jersey 
Shore, two in Salladasburg, two in Newberry, fourteen in Williamsport, two 
in Montoursville, six in Muncy, and two in llughesville. 

Visitaiions, — During the year I made three hundred and twenty-four 
school visits. Some of these were to subscription schools, as I always pay 
tbe same attention to them that I do to those supported by public money. 
They are mostly taught in the same bouses, by the same teachers, or thorn 
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who intend to become public teachers, and the schools are composed of the 
same scholars; conseqaently, I always deem it as much my duty to visit 
them^ and impart useful instruction to both teacher and pupils, as it is to 
perform the same ddties in public schools. I visited every school house 
in the county, with two exceptions, once or oftener ; though, in a few in- 
stances, I did not find the schools in session. Eighty-four schools I visited 
twice ; that is, once in the summer and once in the winter ; twenty-one I 
risited three times, and five houses were closed. The average length of 
my visits was one hour and thirty-eight minutes. My plan of visitation 
always has been, first, to see the teacher's system, and if commendable, 
let the pupils know it, so as to inspire them with confidence in him ; if found 
to be defective, I take charge of the school and give them my plan of drill- 
ing some of the classes. I examine some of the classes, to see whether 
rudimentary instruction has been properly attended to, and close by a short 
address, commending what I see that is worthy, and pointing out what I 
consider defective, and the remedy for the evil. I also endeavor to point 
oat to the children the reward of diligence that will finally crown the in- 
dustrious. 

Moral Training. — In seven schools moral instruction was imparted by 
reading pieces from books or papers. In fifty-seven the teachers professed 
to do it verbally, but to what extent I am not prepared to say. This will, 
however, be according to the degree of love they have in their own breasts 
for morality and virtue. The great majority of our teachers are moral, and 
aet a good example before the children ; but where such a variety of gifts, 
graces and abilities are required, as it takes to constitute the complete teacher, 
we are not surprised to find so many falling far short of it In the days 
of childhood and youth, habits of industry and systenvmuat be laid; during 
the same time, neatness and order must be cultivated; the mind must be 
stored with science and literature ; the pupil must be instructed in the prin- 
ciples of morality and religion; and where are the masses of children to re- 
ceive this instruction, if not from the common school teacher ? Let the 
season of childhood and youth pass away, without having the principles of 
morality impressed upon the mind, and the greater amount of knowledge 
they obtain is only preparing them so mueh the better to fill some prominent 
position in the high places of wickedness. Let the teacher endeavor to im- 
part such instruction, both by precept and example, and it must have a 
Sallowed influence upon the lives of the pupils. Let the fear of God, and 
love to each other, be solemnly impressed upon the minds of children, and 
sealed by faithful, ardent prayer, and we doubt whether the rising gene- 
ration, when they shall occupy the place of their fathers, will be called upoa 
to witness the nation purified by such a baptism of blood as the presenl 
feneration is now witnessing. 
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Beading the Scriptures. — In one hundred and ten schools I fbund the 
Scriptures read. This is made obligatory upon the teachers in a few of our 
districts. In some schools the teacher reads a portion himself; in others, 
the pupils who are able to read perform this duty, by reading alteri^tely. 
In twenty-five schools I found the teachers opened them by prayer. This 
is highly commendable, and should be practiced by every teacher. 

'Attendance. — The attendance in many of the districts was not so regular 
the past term as formerly, in consequence of the prevalence of small-pox and 
diptheria. In sections of the county where there were no prevailing diseases 
we had about the regular attendance, with the exception of a few schools 
where there was dissatisfaction concerning the teachers. 

Suggestions to Teachers. — I would simply refer the teachers to what I said 
in my report one year ago, concerning late attendance, the importance of 
having the school room in proper order for the reception of the children at 
the proper hour, and of commencing school at the specified time ; also, for 
every teacher to be supplied with a copy of each of the class books used in 
the school, so that no pupil shall be deprived of the use of his own book to 
supply the teacher during the time of recitation, and likewise that he may 
study the lesson over thoroughly himself before coming before his class. 
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New School ffcvses. — Six school houses were built during the year. Four 
of these are somewhat defective in construction, though they are superior 
to those before in use. The one at Mount Carton, Hickory district, embodies 
all the advantages of first class country school houses. It is a finely finished 
fVame building, about forty feet long and thirty feet wide. It is ventilated 
by lowering the upper slides of the windows, and heated by a grate in the one 
end and a stove in the other. It has 150 square feet of black-board surface. 
Due attention was paid to the health and comfort of the pupils in the con- 
struction and arrangement of the desks and seats. The building is surmounted 
by a fine cupola, and is located in a beautiful grove. 

Furniture. — Number of school houses supplied with good furniture during 
the year, 10, number yet containing inconvenient and injurious furniture, 106, 
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Apparalua. — Nine schools were supplied with maps, charts, and globes. 

The School, — The number of graded schools is the same as last year. All 
'eur ^schools are classified, many, however, not as well as they should be, 
owing to the diversity of text-books in use, the irregular attendance of pupils, 
and the want of skill on the part of teachers. 

Teachers. — Number of teachers with provisional certificates who gave 
reasonable satisfaction, 192. All our professional teachers, 19 in number, 
and 32 who taught with provisional certificates, were eminently successful. 

FenuUe Teachers, — Of the whole number of females who taught during 
the year 60 were unsuccessful. Their knowled^ of the several branches 
being v^ry imperfect, they were not able to give that thorough instruction 
which is necessary to enable pupils to prosecute their«tudies understandingly. 
Lacking energy and zeal, they could not make the various exercises of their 
schools sufficiently interesting to awaken the attention of their pupils ; and 
lacking firmness and constancy in the execution of their purposes, they even 
failed to secure good government. But whether or not male teachers, with 
no more knowledge and experience, could have done better, under the cir- 
cumstances, I will not venture to say. About 30 taught well and thoroughly, 
and gave full satisfaction. Against the rest there were no grounds for com- 
plaint, if we except those imperfections which may always be expected of 
teachers with limited attainments and experience. 

Visitation, — I made 379 visits to the schools of the county, of an average 
length of 2 hours. All the schools were visited once, «nd a majority ^tyice. 
In most of the districts the majority of parents do not visit the schools at 
all. Few, if any, visit them as frequently as they should. The directors, 
also, in many districts, neglect to do their duty in this respect. Some do not 
visit all their schools even once a year. There are, however, some exceptions. 
About 100 of the 234 directors in the county seem to feel the importance of 
their position. They devote much of their time to the improvement of 
the schools. They visit their schools monthly, and perform all their other 
official duties faithfully. The schools under their jurisdiction are the best ia 
the county. There are several districts in the county where to be a school 
director is esteemed an honor ^ to which none but men of virtue, intelligence 
and ardent devotion to the oducation of youth, can expect to attain. 

Districi Institutes, — In 24 districts, institutes were held during the school 
term, in compliance with the act of 11th of April, 1862. The aggregate 
number of teachers who attended was not less than 230. Nearly all the 
meetings of institutes at Which the county superintendent was present (19 
in number) were well attended, not only by teachers, but by directors and 
citizens, who manifested a lively interest in all the exercises. In three or 
four districts the institutes have, thus far, accomplished little or no good, 
owing principally to the indifference of teachers in regard to their own im- 
9 
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provement. But wherever they have been properly conducted, and regularFf 
attended by teachers desirous of improving in the art of teaching, they have 
been highly profitable, and well sustained by the directors and citizens gen- 
erally. 

Moral Instruction. — The Bible was read regularly in 226 schools. In 6^^ 
singing, prayer and the reading of the Scriptures were daily exereises. In 
16 the Bible was not read, nor was there any other mode of moral iBStruction 
used. Seven of the teachers of these schools were dismissed — fo«r for neg- 
ligence and three for immorality. The effects <rf moral instruction do not 
always immediately appear. Teachers should ne ver^be discouraged,.however^ 
because they cannot always see the fruits of their labor immediately. All 
the teachers in this county who make singing, prayer and Uie reading of the 
Scriptures daily exercises in their schools, who seize every opportunity t^ 
instill into the hearts of their pupils Christian morals, are in a high degree 
successful in governing their schools. They seldom find it necessary to inflict 
•corporal punishment, and yet their pupils are more obedient and diligent, 
more refined in their manners, than the pupils of schools in which mora4 
education receives little or no attention. 

Public Seniiment, — We have many reasons to believe that public sentiment 
in reference to the common school system is as favorable here as in most of 
the counties iu the State ; yet we know quite well that in many districts Uie 
value of the common school is much underrated. Our noble school system 
now clearly shows its superiority by its results ; and where it has any for- 
midable opposition there must be either an inexcusable amount of ignorance, 
or an unusual degree of indifference in regard to the necessity of general 
intelligence. The people of this county are intelligent. They acknowledge 
the importance of general education, also the necessity of common schools, and, 
therefore, no formidable opposition is to be expected here. But the time ha£^ 
come when we should expect intelligent people to support the schools and not 
merely refrain from opposing them. It is no longer enough for the friends of 
the system to make mere prof essions of ardent devotion to the cause of com- 
mon school education.* They must show their appreciation of the schools 
by active efforts to improve them. Were the value of our common schoole 
duly estimated they would not only be **k€pt open and in operation aC' 
cording to the requirements of the school law,^^ but improved in proportion 
to the means at command. In nine or ten districts public opinion, in regard 
to the improvement of the schools, does not seem to be very favorable. Fifty- 
six of the sixty-five school houses in these districts are unfit for use; and yet 
the erection of new ones is not contemplated. In these districts are, alee, 
the poorest teachers, and of course the poorest schools in the county. Aa 
the salary is much lower than in other districts, the best teachers never apply 
for schools. With but a trifliug increase of tax, the schookof these districts 
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could be improved to sach an extent that they woald accomplish more good 
in one year than they now do in two. Good schools generally do not exist 
long before they are well appreciated. The directors of Hickory met with 
violent opposition, a few years ago, when they determined, without regard 
to the cost, to erect 'good school hoases, and to secure and retain none but 
the best teachers. But after good schools had once been established the 
opposition soon passed aA^ay. The people of Hickory now universally ad- 
mire and appreciate their schools, because they have realized the fact that 
th« best schools are always the cheapest in the end. 
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Houses, — Only one house, and that a very plain, though commodious one, 
has been built the past year. There are some ten school houses in the county, 
too uncomfortable and inconvenient to be tolerated longer. Some of them 
are ventilated "not wisely but too well;" a few are badly loteted, on a pin- 
nacle, in a den, or by a marsh ; and others are, apparently, as well devised 
ma possible to thwart a teacher's normal management, and provoke pupils to 
idleness and misbehavior. In some instances directors cannot procure suitable 
grounds, owing to the selfishness which prompts some men to refuse to sell a 
lot for school purposes. The Legislature can easily remedy this difficulty, 
and should do so immediately. 

Furniture. — Nearly a third of the school houses are improperly furnished ; 
some having benches which pupils cannot occupy for any considerable time 
without torture, having backs too nearly perpendicular, or too low ; others 
with desks inconvenient and unsuitable for writing, being of improper height 
or inclination, or bearing too many specimens of jack-knife sculpture, prac- 
ticed through several school generations. But in most of the houses recently 
built, the furniture is comfortable, and corresponds fairly with the general 
style of the buildings. 

Apparatus, — Of the 82 school houses of the county, 31 are sufficiently sup- 
plied with black-board surface, 29 have nearly enough, and the remaining 22 
have an amount altogether inadequate to the wants of a school. Of the 91 
schools, 58 are furnished with outline maps ; 10 have outline maps of the 
United States. In a very few schools there are globes, numeral frames, and 
other articles of apparatus. In most of the schools the black-board is used 
largely, the extent and successfolness of its use increasing yearly; and the 
maps are, by many teachers, used with much skill. In all schools, blest with 
teachers who know how to instruct by means of black-board and map, these 
artlclee are productive of iatclligent interest among the pupils. 
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Schools Graded^ Ungraded and Unclassified, — Sixteen schools were graded 
more nicely than ever before; in M'Vejtown and Newton Hamilton, by the 
principals ; in Lewistown, by the county superintendent, at the request of the 
directors. The schools were graded according to their attainments, after 
examination, when necessary ; but the gradation was Imperfect in Lewis- 
town, in consequence of the fact that the schools are in several buildings, 
located in different parts of the town. To rendei* a perfect gradation ap- 
proachable, all the schools of the town should be in one building, which the 
directors ought to construct forthwith. Then a regular course of study should 
be adopted, and each teacher have a specified portion of that course to in- 
struct scholars in. , In spite of existing disadvantages, the schools were better, 
as a whole, than any previous year. Nearly every country school was well 
classified ; some very skillfully, a few quite clumsily, and but one or two so 
badly as to merit special dispraise. Very satisfactory improvement, in this 
respect, has been made within a few years. 

Teachers, — Of the 96 teachers whose schools I visited, 13 holding profes- 
sional, and 47 provisional certificates, gave go5>d satisfaction. Some of them 
were highly successful in their method and spirit, evincing marked fitness for 
their vocation, working the sort of miracles which only true, full teachers can 
work, in the tone and aim of individual scholars and entire schools. Were 
it not for exciting a weak envy, I should very gladly name those whose suc- 
cess has been most distinguished. The number of ladies teaching the past 
year has been 25 per cent, greater than the year before ; and their general 
success has been quite satisfactory. In Rome instances their success has 
been so great as to dispel the deep-seated prejudice against lady teachers, 
which many of their patrons harbored. I regret to be obliged to state that 
a few have not been nearly so successful, though none of them have been as 
unsuccessful as some of the male teachers. 

Visitation, — One school was not in session either time I was through the 
county. Two schools I visited but once ; seventy-one, twice ; and seventeen, 
three or more times. The average length of the visits was about 2^ hours. 

District Secretaries. — In Deny district the secretary acted as district su- 
perintendent during the greater part of the school term, with excellent effect. 
He not merely visited the schools, as most directors are wont to do, but he 
made himself acquainted with the entire machinery of the schools, and with 
the "spirit in the wheels," making such suggestions to teachers as his own 
experience in teaching well qualified him to make, and by his intelligent, 
sympathetic interest, doing much to encourage pupils. In most of the dis- 
tricts the secretary did not act as district superintendent, though in many of 
them he visited the schools more than other directors. 

District Institutes, — There were eleven district institutes, attended by 
eighty -three different teachers. Eight of these, attended by sixty-four teachers, 
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succeeded quite satisfactorily ; three, attended by nineteen teachers, lived a 
▼ery feeble life, and one expired definitely when the term was half through. 
In the case of those which prospered best, the directors insisted upon strict 
conformity to the law of 1S62, requiring the attendance and active partici- 
pation of all the teachers, and reducing the salary of every one who neglected 
to attend. And in those districts in which institutes flourished least, the 
directors were remiss, not exacting attendance, not fulfilling the plain re- 
quirements of the law. In the best institutes the regular business was drilling, 
in three or more branches, at each session. In some cases one person taught 
the same branch the entire term ; in other cases teachers were appointed 
at each meeting, for the succeeding meeting; the former mode securing 
greater unity and completeness, the latter exercising the members of the in- 
stitute more generally on every branch. The literary exercises, which were 
uniformly too few and too inadequately criticised, consisted of essays, orations, 
declamations and lectures. These, if prepared with due thought, and tho- 
roughly criticised, must always be exceedingly useful exercises for teachers. 

Moral Instruction. — The Scriptures were regularly read in 82 schools ; in 
'9 they were not read. Too generally they were read as a matter of form, 
without good judgment in the selections, or any attempt to draw from the 
portion read its obvious lesson, and to excite in pupils the highly salutary 
interest which Scripture lessons are intended to inspire. I a few schools, 
blest with teachers of ripe experience, good judgment and religious principle, 
these exercises were rendered very interesting and beneficial. 

Public Sentiment. — Probably the sentiment which prevails most exten- 
sively, respecting schools, is placid indifference. If taxes are not made very 
heavy ; if scholars do not confiscate fences too liberally ; if teachers are paid 
moderately, work a little more than full time, do not punish any but other 
folks' children, most people are well satisfied. They probably think schools 
good things in the abstract, well enough in the concrete, so far as they enable 
children to "read, write and cipher;" but of the higher branches, many are 
implacable foes, for the sufficient reason, that those branches were not taught 
when they went to school. One rather important premise, not axiomatic by 
any means, they take for granted ; namely, that they themselves know all that 
is worth knowing. The number of those who rightly value good schools, 
has been, and is, steadily increasing, and quite a respectable minority of the 
people of the county are thoroughly alive to the importance of excellent 
schools, and are anxious to procure good teachers, energetic officers throughout 
the domain of education, and are willing to use their money to accomplish 
these results. The eminent success of some teachers, and the manifest use- 
fulness of their efforts, have doubtless done much to win this greater favor 
to the common schools. Lectures before county and district institutes have 
contributed to this end. Educational journals, principally the Pennsylvania 
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School Journal, have done not a little. Possibly the edaeational articles 
that have appeared in the county papers, and the lectures of the superintendent, 
have not been wholly inefifectual. 

Suggestions and Bemarks. — To realize all the benefits which may pro- 
perly be expected of perfect common schools, a few points, now mostly ne- 
glected — some of them, probably, thought of doubtful pracfticability — seem 
to demand earnest attention from all w^o have at heart the best interests of 
their country and race : 

1. EducaJtion of All. — In this county, as doubtless in every county of the 
State, there are some children who are receiving no education whatever, save 
that which Nature furnishes, and that which ignorant, often vicious, parents 
impart. In the midst of schools, they are growing up barbarians; in a 
country in which the institutions of government and society are framed by 
the people, and in which every ignorant person is almost sure to be a dupe 
and tool of unprincipled men, and thus a useless or dangerous member of 
society, these children are failing to acquire that culture without which they 
cannot be good citizens. This ought not to be suffered. The State claims 
the right to punish criminals ; surely it has the right to give children such an 
education as is likely to prevent them from becoming criminals. The State 
needs the skill, and industry, and intelligence, and virtue, of all its citizens ; 
consequently, it is an undeniable duty of the State to furnish all necessary 
facilities for the development of these, and then cause them to be used. 

2. District Libraries. — A taste for good reading, which involves some 
appreciation of the best literature, and is likely to lead to its richest veins, 
is one of the best and rarest results of common school education. It can 
hardly be surprising that schools do so little toward accomplishing this, when 
colleges and seminaries, of wide fame, do no more. Yet it seems entirely 
reasonable to suppose, that even in the common school, a great deal more 
can be done than is now done, if teachers possess sufficient literary culture, 
and a library of suitable books be at their command, not for the entertain- 
ment and benefit of the teachers merely, but for the use of the scholars, under 
the careful guidance and advice of the teachers. Miscellaneous, aimless 
reading, is of very questionable benefit to a child ; but wisely-directed reading 
is of the greatest advantage ; not only, or principally, for the immediate know- 
ledge it secures, but chiefly for the direction and habit which it gives to the 
mind, fostering a taste for whatever, in literature, is ^nobling and beautiful, 
and preventing the occupancy of the thoughts by frivolity and impure pleasure. 
Most teachers need greater literary culture, more extensive reading, to ren- 
der them full and complete instructors. To them district libraries would be 
invaluable ; and by using these, and having a portion of the time of district 
institutes devoted to literary discussions, teachers would become, in some 
good degree, qualified to guide their pupils into the pleasant and exceedingly 
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fraitliil fields of literoliire. It seems tiiat directors could expead » portion 
of the money raised by them for edacational purposes, in no way more useful 
than the purchase of a hundred or two volumes, as the nucleus of a district 
library, to be increased yearly. If they have no pow^r to do so under the 
Bchool law, the Legislature could do many worse things than to give them 
the power, 

3. Correct Views €f Gharacter and Life. — American education ought to 
he the best in the world ; not merely the most liberal and universal, but the 
most helpfkl toward developing genuine strength and beauty of character. 
It ought to train American boys and girls to be the wisest, noblest, most 
▼irtuous men and women on earth. The nature of our institutions renders 
this possible and necessary. In all our schools the tendency of the teacher's 
instructions and example should be to give pupils just views of the real dig- 
nity, the absolute democracy, of labor; of the proper estimate to be put upon 
wealth — ^not worshipping it, for it is of small intrinsic value — not despising 
it, for it is meant to serve noble uses ; of the regard which should be paid 
to popular opinion or prejudice ; of the infinite euperiority of virtue and a 
good conscience over any position or power gained by sacrifice of honor ; 
of the heaven-conferred rights of human nature and the brotherhood of man- 
kind, and the duties which these facts impose ; of the unspeakable worth of 
lifo and the spirit which should control its conduct. Such views impressed 
on the youthful mind, and through the force of habit becoming fixed princi* 
pies, would go far to realize the brightest visions of those hopeful spirits 
who see the golden age in all its transcendent glory still before us. 



MONROE COUNTY John B. Storm. 

New School Houses. — Five new school houses were erected during the 
year; two in Barrett, two in Chestnut Hill, and one in Coolbaugh. They 
are beautiful and substantial buildings, erected according to plans fEimished 
in the Pennsylvania School Architecture. The interior of the one built at 
Canadensis, in Barrett district, is a model which I earnestly recommend to 
directors. Only about twenty-five per cent, of our school houses can be 
styled good and note-worthy. The remainder are so poor that they are 
uncomfortable and injurious to pupils. 

Furniture. — Excepting the newly erected buildings, no bouses have been 
supplied with furniture during the present year. About ninety houses have 
inconvenient and injurious ftimiture. 

Apparatus. — One school in Stroudsburg has a set of outline maps and 
globes. The rest of the schools have no apparatus excepting black-boards, 
and six have not even these. 
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Graded Schools, — There are do graded schools^ in this coantj, except ui 
the borough of Stroudsburg. The good results of gradation are so obvious 
here, that I have used mj utmost endeavors to have it adopted in other dis- 
tricts. Not until our schools are thoroughly graded^ can a high and extensive 
course of study be introduced. 

Teachers. — About one-third of the teachers gave good satisfaction. Only 
three professional certificates were granted during^ the year. The number 
•f female teachers employed this year, was sixty per cent, greater than last 
year. The small salary paid to males, and the large number of them that 
enlisted in the service of their country, are the causes which increased the 
number of female teachers. They were generally successful, except in 
Stroud, where a prejudice against this class of teachers materially impaired 
their efficiency. 

Visitation. — The number of schools visited was 122, each of which was 
visited twice. Average length of each visit, one hour and forty minutes. 

District Instittdes. — There were seven district institutes held during the 
winter ; whole number of teachers attending them, 54. The happiest results 
attended these institutes. Without such a provision, our school system 
would be very imperfect. I am sorry to say, that in several districts the 
boards of directors compelled the teachers to teach twenty-two days for a 
month, and made the attendance upon district institutes optional with the 
teachers. In this case, when the teacher had no higher motive in view than 
his salary, the district institute was neglected. 

Moral Instruction. — There are 125 schools in the county; in 43 the Bible 
is not read.' The effects of this neglect are palpable to every one "Know- 
ledge," unsanctified by religion, *'is power;" but it is a power which can 
only ruin and destroy. 

Public Sentiment. — The present school system, at the time of its adoption, 
was several years in advance of public opinion in this county ^ but as the 
good effects of the system became more manifest, public opinion became 
more favorable. It is difficult for the people to judge; a priori, of the merits 
of any public measure ; its results are the true tests by which it must be 
tried. In this way it is now so firmly established in the affections of the 
people, that it would be impossible to abolish it. 

Suggestions and Remarks. — There are two obstacles which impede the 
full operation of the school law, viz : Poor teachers and short terms. The 
first obstacle can be removed, by raising the salary. There are good teach- 
ers, but on account of the meagre salaries paid them, some have left the 
profession of teaching for some more lucrative calling, while others have 
gone to neighboring counties, where the salary is much higher. The short- 
ness of our terms is an obstacle more difficult to surmount. Our schools are 
now kept open but four months in the year ; just one-third of the time. Six 
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months in a year is the shortest time which should be allowed to a school, 
and this term is the great desideratum. But it is difficult to increase it to 
six months in this county. The population is sparse, and the county and 
township rates are high. Bucks county can keep open her schools 7j 
months, by means of a tax at 2y^Q mills on the dollar. The schools of Lan- 
caster county are kept in operation about 6| months in the year, on a tax 
of about 3 mills on the dollar, while our schools are kept open but 4 months 
in the year, on a tax of 5.6 mills on the dollar. The facts show that Mon- 
roe county is doing more than has generally been accredited to her. Let us 
hope that she will still do better in the future. 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY.— Robert Cruikshank. 

School Houses. — Franconia, Pottatown and Lower Salford, each erected 
one new school house during the year. None of these houses demands spe- 
cial notice. 

Unfit Houses. — Montgomery county has 16 school houses that are unfit 
for use. Each of the following districts has one such : Cheltenham, Con- 
ahohocken, Hatfield, Limerick, Marlborough, Lower Merion, Norristown, 
Pottstown, Plymouth, Lower Salford, Springfield, Towamencin and White- 
marsh, and Lower Providence has two school houses unfit. The other school 
houses in the county are generally quite comfortable, and many of them are 
structures of a superior character. 

Furniture. — I do not know of any house supplied with new furniture during 
the year, except the new ones. There are 204 houses having suitable furniture, 
and there are 37 houses whose furniture is unsuitable : Cheltenham 1, Consho- 
hocken 1, Franconia 1, Frederick 2, Gwynedd 1, Upper Hanover 1, New 
Hanover 1, Hatfield 4, Limerick 3, Marlborough 1, Lower Merion 2, Moore- 
land 1, Norriton 3, Perkiomen 2, Pottsgrove 1, Lower Providence 2, Upper 
Salford 2, Lower Salford 1, Springfield 1, Towamencin 1, Whitemarsh 1 and 
Worcester 1. 

Apparatus, — The schools in the county are generally destitute of appa- 
ratus. Most of them have nothing more than a black-board ; a few have 
outline maps. Some of the schools in Norristown and Pottstown are pretty 
well supplied with apparatus; and some in Bridgeport, Horsham, Lower 
Merion and Upper Providence, have much better than an average supply. 
Most of the apparatus in these schools was furnished before the present year. 

Schools. — There are 261 schools in the county, and of this number 56 are 
graded, 193 classified, 45 partly classified and 23 neither graded nor classi- 
fied. 
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Teachers. — Of those actually engaged in teaching during the year, 235 
held provisional, and 26 held professional, certificates. All gave tolerably 
« good satisfaction, except 27, and of these only one held a professional cer- 
tificate. There were 72 female teachers engaged during the year, which is 
nearly eleven per cent, increase on last year. Their efficiency as a class 
was at least equal to that of the male teachers, and according to the salary 
paid them, they were much more efficient, i. e. the female teachers were 
generally far superior to the male teachers obtaining the same salary. 

Visitation. — The county superintendent visited most of the schools during 
the year. There were a few in different parts of the county which were 
closed at the time he visited the other schools in the districts to which they re- 
spectively belonged, which were not visited. In addition to this the county 
superintendent has to recerd his regret that he was not able to visit the 3 
schools in Montgomery district, the 3 in Horsham and 2 or 3 in Springfield. 
The average length of the superintendent's visits was 69 minutes. There 
was a lamentable neglect of visitation generally on the part of parents. 

District Secretaries. — Very few of the districts employed their secretaries 
as district superintendents, but where employed the results were very en- 
couraging. There were several district superintendents whose successful 
labors deserve special notice. I shall, however, note only one, and I select 
this one for the special reason that he is in a section of the county in which 
the schools have heretofore been quite poor, perhaps not so poor in the district 
to which I am about to refer as in some of the adjoining districts. Hatfield 
district employed its secretary as district superintendent, and the effect on 
the schools was most cheeringly manifest. I think that the appointment of 
a suitable person in each district, as superintendent, would generally be at- 
tended with very satisfactory results. 

Districts InstitiUes. — Thirty-one districts conformed to the law, and held 
district institutes on alternate Saturdays, or they had an equivalent for this 
by two or more districts uniting and holding a joint institute. The '^ modus 
operandV^ was usually class drills, each class being conducted by a person 
previously appointed by the institute. The efficiency of this part of our 
excellent school system is generally acknowledged. Two districts in the 
county failed to obey the law, so far as holding a district institute is concerned. 
I am uncertain whether one of the two districts which I did not visit held 
an institute or not. 

Moral Instruction. — The Scriptures were regularly read in 175 schools in 
the county. The New Testament was used as a class book in 17, and 66 
schools, with shame let it be told, neglected to consult these living oracles. 
There was no text-book on morals used in any of our schools. Oral in- 
struction on morality was given occasionally by the teachers in most of the 
schools, especially in those in which the Scriptures were read. As it ap- 
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peared to me, there was in general much better order maintained in the 
schools where the Scriptures were read Hian in those where they were not 
read. 

Public Sentiment, — Our public school system seems to be increasing in 
ftivor with the people, yet I am sony that I am obliged to put on record tha 
disgraceful fact that some are still opposed to it. Eighteen districts in the 
county are in favor of our school system, 9 are mostly in its favor, 4 partly 
80, 2 against it, and respecting the other district I am not informed. The 
ghostly remains of opposition which continue to haunt a few dark places in 
our county, are sustained principally from two sources, ignorance and avarice. 
These two enemies are, even when taken separately, very difficult to conquer, 
but when they combine their forces, the task of conquering them is more than 
doubled. The first is blind, and yet can be overcome only by light. The 
second is stubborn and must be overcome by the force of truth ; but this one 
has the key to the citadel of strength, for he has access to the purse. 

Suggestions and Remarks. — The following seem to be some of the prin- 
ciple obstacles lying in the way of the complete triumph of our noble public 
school system : 1. Incompetency of our teachers. 2. Ignorance of some of 
our directors. 3. Lack of interest on the part of parents, and consequent 
want of co-operation with the teachers. 4. The fourth and last obstacle 
which we purpose noting, is party politics. There is probably no panacea 
for all these evils, and yet we trust there may be found a specific for each. 
The remedy for incompetency of teachers, is a gradual, but decided, rise in 
the qualification of candidates, even for obtaining a certificate of the lowest 
grade. I regard it one of the county superintendent's most important 
duties, to attend to this very thing. So long as pigmies in intellectual and 
moral stature are honored with a paper bearing the county superintendent's 
signature, and figures representing any grade in the various branches, so 
long will there be directors found who will employ these pigmies to educate 
our sons and daughters. The second obstacle, viz : the incompetency of 
many of our directors, can be removed by enlightening the masses of the 
people, by means of public lectures. If each district had a competent dis- 
trict superintendent, the county superintendent could accomplish much more 
for the school cause, by delivering lectures in different parts of the county, 
than by visiting the schools. The third evil complained of, viz : want of 
interest and co-operation on the part of parents, may be removed by the 
same means as have been specified with reference to the second evil. The 
testimony, in nearly all parts of the county, is that very few parents mani- 
fest any interest in the prosperity of the schools. Very few visit the schools, 
or inquire into the progress of their sons or daughters. The last, and least 
excusable barrier, which a few designing men have thrown across the rail- 
way of school reform, is party politics. I know of no remedy for this con- 
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tempUble evil, save that of "letting it alone severely," that it may cure, or 
rather destroy, itself. May a merciful Providence deliver us from these, 
and all other evils, and lift the pall of ignorance and avarice from the minds 
of all our people, so that, like God's chosen Israel, in building the tabernacle, 
under the direction of Moses, they may bring, willingly, the needed material ; 
and may He also raise up those wise of heart, and skilled in every manner 
of workmanship, who shall erect a beautiful temple, to be dedicated to the 
cause of popular education, where God alone shall be worshipped, Christianity 
alone espoused, truth alone revered and competency alone patronized. Finally, 
let this imperishable truth be embalmed in our memory : The stability of 
our government, and the well being of humanity, depend, under God, on the 
intelligence and morality of the people. 



MONTOUR COUNTY ^Wm. Butler. 

School Houses. — No school houses erected during the past year. On« 
house was effectually repaired, making it almost equal to a new one. 

Furniture, — One building was furnished with new desks and benches. — 
The desks in two others were very much improved. It is gratifying to be 
able to state, that the majority of the school houses are furnished with fur- 
niture suited to the comfort and convenience. of the scholars. 

ApparatiLS. — All of our school houses are well supplied with black-board 
surface, excepting two or three ; even these have black-boards, yet so small as 
not to be of much utility. One-third of our schools are furnished with outline 
maps ; thirteen others have large maps of the United States, while the Dan- 
ville high school has maps, charts, outline maps and globes. 

Graded Schools, — The schools in Danville and Mechanicsburg are graded. 
We have no unclassified schools. Classification has always been made a 
prominent poiirt, in my advice to directors and teachers. We are now 
reaping the benefit of these suggestions. 

Teachers. — Owing to the high standard required by the School Depart- 
ment, no professional certificates were granted during the past year. The 
majority of our teachers rendered satisfaction. In many instances the im- 
provements in the recitations, and the general work of the school room, 
combined with the increased interest manifested by pupils and parents, gave 
abundant evidence that teachers are beginning to realize the importance of 
the work in which they are engaged, and are striving to come up to its re- 
quirements. We had two or three persons last year, who evidently had 
mistaken their calling. From the plain hints given them, I do not think they 
will again appear in the educational ranks in this county. We had an in- 
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cl'ease of 20 per cent, in the. number of female teachers, over the number 
engaged the preceding year. 

VisitcUion, — ^An increased interest is manifesting itself in regard to our 
schools, on the part of directors, parents and friends. This is evident, from 
the frequency of their visits to the schools. This interest showed itself in 
the number of parents that attended the examinations of teachers. The 
school houses are generally crowded on these occasions. No better oppor- 
tunity ever occurs for addressing them on their respective duties, and the 
necessity for a mutual co-operation in the performance of those duties. — 
The whole of my time is devoted to the schools of this county. Time of 
visitation to each school one-half day, except in Danville. 

District Superintendents. — No district in this county has a person filling 
the office of district superintendent. 

District Institutes. — The ''institute" is an established fact among us, and 
every teacher employed in the county was a member. Anthony, Derry, 
Limestone and Liberty districts had separate institutes. The teachers be- 
longing to all the other districts met in the borough of Danville^ thus bring- 
ing together every two weeks, for mutual improvement, more than half 
the teachers of the county. This combination of districts obviates the ne- 
cessity for the county institute. The Danville schools being in session 9 
months, and the institute continuing the whole term, we are enabled to 
carry out a systematic course, that is not attainable in the ordinary county 
institute. 

School Term. — As many of our teachers are in the army, we may safely 
say that the war is affecting our schools. Yet it is a source of much grati- 
fication that while only three districts show a small per cent, of decrease 
in the school term, a portion of the balance has increased its term 33 per 
cent, over the previous year, thus giving a clear gain of nearly 10 percent, 
in the increase of school term for the whole county. 

Moral Instruction, — ^As an opening exercise the Scriptures are read in 

almost every school in the county, either by teachers or scholars, in some 

instances by teachers and scholars together. A few of our teachers comment 

, on certain occurrences of the school room, for the purpose of imparting moral 

instruction. 



NORTHAMPTON COUNTY.— Abraham Kind. 

School Houses. — One new school house was erected in each of the six fol- 
lowing districts, via : Allen, Centreville, Lehigh, Moore, Upper Mt. Bethel 
and Lower Sancon. Th** »<• hool honf^ in Allen was built by the community 
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known as the ** Dry Run district. " This is a good brick structure, 24 by 32, 
and is pleasantly located on a small elevation. The furniture is good and 
conyenient. The directors of Centre ville erected a fine and costly building, 
inferior to none in the county, and perhaps none in the State. The furniture 
is of the best kind. Considerable apparatus has also been secured. The 
school houses put up in Lehigh, Moore and Lower Saucon, are excellent 
buildings. 

Furniture. — The directors of Palmer district supplied one of their schooli 
with good new furniture. A number of others, in yarious parts of th# 
county, have undergone repairs. 

Apparatus. — Black-board surftice, in a few instances, is, I believe, the only 
apparatus that has been furnished. A number of our teachers have secured 
considerable apparatus, at their own expense, thus endeavoring to render 
themselves as useful in their vocation as possible. 

Schools. — The Easton schools are the only ones that are properly graded, 
and in which the scholars, after thorough periodical examinations, are pro- 
moted from one department to another. The schools of Bethlehem and 
South Easton also have a good system of gradation. The schools of Bath, 
Nazareth and Freemansburg boroughs, are partially graded. 

Classification. — In the rural districts the classification in some of the 
branches is very unsatisfactory. The reason of this is that the directors, 
with one exception, either have not the moral courage to make a selection 
of text-books, and enforce their introduction, as the law requires, or they 
are not sufficiently interested in the subject. 

Teachers. — Of all the teachers that were employed during the past year, 
at least thirty were very successful ; and the rest, except about fifteen per 
cent., gave reasonable satisfaction. A few were dismissed before the ex- 
piration of their term, for inability to govern. Between thirty and forty of 
the applicants examined last fall received no certificates, either for want of 
Bufflcient qualifications, or failure to furnish satisfactory reference as to 
character. A number of our ablest teachers having joined the army, in 
defence of their country, we were compelled, by the force of circumstances, 
to accept the services of some comparatively young men, the most of whom, 
however, I am happy to say, gave better satisfaction than was anticipated. 
Two of the country schools were in charge of young ladies, whose services 
were as valuable as those of most male teachers. 

Visitation. — About one-half of the schools in the county were visited twice, 
and a few three times. The rest, having but a four month term, could not 
be visited so often, though a second visit to them would have been very de- 
sirable, and productive of much good. At least two-thirds of the directors 
visited with me, and others would have done so, had circumstances per- 
mitted. Parents, generally, visit the schools but little. 
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Institutes, — District institutes were held in seventeen districts, as required 
by the late act of the Legislature. The rest, except Allen, were small dis- 
tricts, and the teachers usually attended inititutes in adjoining townships. 
The teachers of the borough of Easton met every Monday evening for mutual 
improvement, the borough superintendent, Mr. William W. Cottingham^ 
presiding over their deliberations. 

Moral Instruction, — The most of our teachers open their schools by read- 
iHg a portion of Scripture ; and, in some instances, the scholars that can 
read intelligibly participate in the exercise. Some few schools repeat the 
Lord's prayer in concert, and a few teachers give oral mstniction on special 
occasions. The directors of Easton furnish text-books, from which the 
teachers read a lecture every day, as a closing exercise. The teadiers also 
exert a salutary influence upon the schools by their good example. 

Summary. — My whole time has been devoted to official duty. I paid 
over three hundred visits to the schools of the county, and spent at least an 
hour an(^a half, on an average, in each school. I held sixteen public ex- 
aminations, and examined over two hundred teachers ; attended and organized 
eleven institutes, and traveled, in the discharge of these duties, nearly three 
thousand miles. 



NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY Jacob Ulp. 

School Houses. — Two new houses were built during the year, a brick 
buildiug in Lewis, and a frame in Lower Augusta districts. These houses, 
though not entitled to the rank of "first class," even of rural school houses, 
are, nevertheless, respectable, both as to size and construction, and answer 
very well for the localities in which they are situated. They are great im- 
provements on the old houses which they have superseded. In Turbutville 
borough a two-story brick building, formerly the joint property of the direc- 
tors and citizens, was wholly purchased by the school board, and remodeled. 
It is well arranged for two schools, and ranks among the best school houses 
in the county. The directors of Zerbe district commenced re-fitting their 
large school building in Treverton borough, (built originally for a church,) 
and progressed so far as to render it fit for use during the year. They intend 
making additional repairs and alterations, which, when completed, will give 
them a pleasant and commodious house, sufficient to accommodate at least 
four schools. There are yet in the county 23 school houses insufficient in 
many respects ; of these, 17 may be designated as positively uncomfortable 
and injurious to the teachers and pupils. They are the following : Lower 
Augusta district; Lanta's, Jew's Hollow, Wolf and Lower Boyle's Run, 
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Gearhart district ; Gearhart's, Northumberland district; Nos. 1 and 2, Rush 
district ; Rushtown, Moore's and River, Shamokin district ; Snydertown, 
HummePs, Cross Roads, Kaseman's and Ridge, Turbut district; Para- 
dise and Point. The radical defects, all of which exist in some of the 
houses referred to, are very limited size of room, extreme lowness of ceiling, 
and the wonderful facilities for the introduction, through the floor, case* 
ments and walls, of the pure, but somewhat chilling, wintry air; while 
no provision has been made for the escape of the contaminated atmosphere 
of the frequently over-crowded room. While there are several school houses 
neither advantageously nor pleasantly located, there are none, it is believed, 
whose location is actually unhealthy. A few, the locations of which were 
unobjectionable at the time they were built, are jiow most unfortunately 
situated, owing to the public improvements since made in their vicinity. 
Three houses, particularly, are in most annoying, if not dangerous, proximity 
to the railroad, being in two cases within thirty feet of the track ; and located 
as they are at the termini of the roads where, in addition to the gassing of 
several daily trains, locomotives are almost continually puffing and screaming 
back and forth, the effect on the school may be imagined. 

Furniture. — No improvement was made in this respect, except in the 
houses built or refitted during the year. The same errors, noticed in my 
last report, with regard to the construction and arrangement of seats and 
desks, still prevails, with, however, one exception. In Turbutville school 
house the seats and desks are arranged for two pupils only, and are accessible 
from each side. They are constructed, with slight modification, according 
to the plan exhibited in the Pennsylvania School Architecture, page 19b, plate 
1. In the other houses built and repaired during the year, the seats and desks 
extend from the central aisle to the wall on each side, or arranged along and 
facing the wall, so that the pupils sit with their backs toward the teacher's desk. 
The benches are without backs, and those intended for the small children are 
entirely too high. Children should always be so seated as to allow their 
feet to rest firmly on the floor, and the youngest and least advanced pupil in 
the school should be allowed to sit at a desk. 

Apparatus, — The directors of Zerbe district furnished the advanced school 
of Treverton borough with an orrery, and with terrestial and celestial globes. 
These were successfully employed in class instruction by the intelligent and 
skillful teacher in charge of the school ; and the increased interest and tho- . 
roughness of comprehension displayed on the part of the classes, were suffi- 
cient to have convinced any intelligent observer of the importance of these 
auxiliaries. It is hoped that as directors become better able to appreciate 
these aids to instruction, no school will be unsupplied with suitable appa- 
ratus. The aggregate area of black-board surface was somewhat increased, 
but it is still insufficient for thoroughness of exercise and instruction. The 
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•fgregate sarfece is 3,900 feet, or an average of about 20 feet to each school, 
which is altogether too small. The largest area in any school is 1 30 feet, 
the smallest, 6 feet, while there are 3*house8 without any black-board what- 
ever. There are maps or charts or both in almost every school in the county, 
and some are well supplied in this respect, having a full set of outline maps, 
and charts of every necessary kind. 

Schools. — Milton and Zerbe districts, classed in last report as having graded 
schools, have adopted and carried out a more thorough system of gradation. 
The schools of both districts are now thoroughly graded, and the higher 
branches are successfully taught in the advanced schools. Turbutville, in 
which but one ungraded school was held during the preceding year, had two 
schools tolerably well graded in operation the past year. Owing to a want 
of uniformity of class books, many of the schools were not thoroughly classi- 
fied, but there were none without some kind of classification. This is an 
improvement compared with previous years. 

Teachers. — One hundred and forty teachers were employed in the schools 
during the year ; twenty-eight with professional, and one hundred with pro- 
visional, certificates. While a few probably of both grades did not render 
themselves popular as teachers, a great majority gave reasonable satisfaction, 
and quite a number were eminently successful, and, consequently, were 
highly esteemed by pupils, directors, and citizens. It is not pleasant in mat- 
ters of this kind to particularize, and personally designating either the suc- 
cessful or unsuccessful would be likely to create unpleasant feelings some- 
where. Suffice it to say of all who were faithful in the discharge of their 
dttties, and who did all in their power to advance the interests of their charge, 
though they may not have been fully successful — 

"Who doea the best his circumstance allows, 
Does well — acts nobly — angfh could no more." 

The number of female teachers employed was thirty-eight, an increase of 
seven per cent, over the preceding year. The increase is attributable doubt- 
less to the force of circumstances, a prejudice still existing in many places 
against female teachers. It is believed, however, that this prejudice is un- 
founded, and that if a fair test were made by the employment of qualified 
females, much of it would be removed. Persons of the opposite sex fre- 
quently fail to become good teachers. Are males, as a class, therefore unfit 
to teach school ? The females employed in our schools give satisfaction as 
generally as teachers of the other sex, and some stand foremost in the ranks 
of our most efficient teachers. 

Visitations. — All the schools, 1^0 in number, were visited by the super- 
intendent once, 53 a second, and several a third time. Average duration of 
visits two and a fourth hours. The duty of visiting schools is very much 
neglected by directors and parents, several schools not having received a 
10 
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single visit from either up to the tim« of the superintendent's first visit, wbicii 
was, in some cases, about the middle oi the term. Whether any visits were 
subsequently made is not known, as these schools were not reached a second 
time. 

District Secretaries.— The districts in which the secretary act« as districi 
superintendent are the same as previously reported, namely; Northumber- 
land and Sunbury. The office has been filled for the last six years by the 
same secretaries in both districts, and the duties are faithfully and efficiently 
performed. 

District Institutes. — These were organized and held throughout the county, 
but not in evory district, as some contain but one or two schools within 
their limits. In such cases the teachers united with the large adjoining 
districts. In i^ome places there was a manifestation of indifference or re- 
luctance in tlio matter, the necessity of a compliance with the law, in this 
regard, not being fully undcr.stood ; and a portion of the school t^rm wa» 
allowed to pass without an organization. Attention being called to the require- 
ments of the law, and the consequence of disregarding it, the matter was cheeff 
fully and earnestly taken hold of, and institutes were organized and regularly 
held during the rest of the term. InTurbut, Poijitaudone or two other districts, 
an active part was taken by the directors. If this coarse were generally pur- 
sued, it would give character and interest to the association, encourage the 
teachers, and be productive of much good to the cause. The teachers of 
Coal district, in addition to the regular sessions of the institute, held weekly 
evening meetings, for mutual improvement. Though, as a body, as well 
qualified as any teachers in the county, they went through a regular course 
in mental arithmetic and other branches, at these extra meetings. Their 
example is well worthy of imitation. 

County fnditute. — This association met in Northumberland the last week 
in December, and continned in session four days. The attendance was* 
unusually full. The attendance and co-operation of Prof. Bates, Elias P. 
Schneider, .superintendent Heckendorn, of Union county, and other friendR 
of education, contributed largely to the success of the institute. 

Moral liiUraction. — The Scriptures were regularly read, as an opening 
exercise, in fifty-three schools; in some by the teacher, in others by the 
scholars, or teacher and scholars. Six teachers, included in the above, opened 
school with prayer. In sixty-seven schools the Scriptures were not i^edat 
all. Although moral instruction was not imparted by means of text-books,- 
nor directly in any other way, there was perhaps no school in which groaa 
immorality was allowed. Public sentiment would not tolerate, even if 
teachers were disposed to wink at, enormities of the kind. The leading 
principles of morality should be more generally inculcated, and the ** fear of 
the Lord, the beginning of wisdom,'^ should, in some degree, even in com-' 
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toon schools, be instilled into the mind of every child in the land. Hence 
Uie necessity of teachers of strictly moral character. 

Public Sentiment. — The prevailing sentiment in reference to common 
schools is fevorable. In the iion-accepting districts the opposition to the 
system is, of course, strong; and, ev^n in some of the accepting distrit*ts, 
there is an element of opposition to the system in general, and the superin- 
tepdency in particular. Observation, however, will warrant the assertion, 
that this opposition is less powerful than formerly. It may be laid down as 
an axiom, that the common schools are most popular where the system is 
most faithfully administered, and the laws fully carried out. 

Non accepting I> istr ictis. --^'i hare are still seven districts in the county that 
have hitherto rejected the school law; they are Cameron, Jackson, Jordan, 
Little xMahanoy, Lower Mahanoy, Upper Mahanoy and Washington. A 
petition from Upper Mahanoy was presented to the court, in August last, 
praying the appointment of four directors, to fill vacancies in the school board, 
two directors having been elected the preceding spring. The vacancies 
■were accordingly filled, and the names of the persons appointed directors 
forwarded by the superintendent, with instructions as to the manner of pro- 
ceeding, in order to entitle the district to its share of the State appropriation. 
•Correspondence was solicited, and a willingness expressed to meet the di- 
rectors, at any time they migkt designate, for the purpose of examining 
teachers, but no notice appears to have been taken of the communication ; 
«t least no reply was received, and matters in that region, as regards com- 
mon schools, remain in statu quo. 

Suggestions and Remarks. — It is not intended to suggest any ''new and 
improved" methods, as it is believed that a faithful local administration of 
•our admirable school system, according to the requirements of the law, and 
the able and explicit instructions of the School Department, is all that is 
needed for the full development of the system, and the rapid advancement 
of the, schools. That our schools are improving — slowly, it may be, bat not 
less surely — must be evident to all w^ho have given the subject any atten- 
tion, if they possess the ability to judge, and are sufficiently divested of 
prejudice to admit the facts in the case. Though, at the commencement of 
the year, the prospects were somewhat gloomy, and fears were entertained 
that the national troubles — from her share of which PeEnsylvania has not 
been exempt — would injuriously affect the common schools, it is cheering to 
Imow that these fears were not, to any considerable extent, realized. No 
abridgment of the term was made in any district; in fact, the district annual 
reports, most of which have been received, indicate an increase of about four 
per cent, over 186 1, and of thirteen or fourteen per cent, over 1862, in the 
average number of months taught. A slight reduction was made, in one or 
two districts, in the wages of teaehers; but it is believed that when alllht 
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district re]X)rts shall hare been received, this item will be found to be about 
the same as in the preceding year. The faithful and efficient co-operatioa 
of directors and teachers, the uniform kindness and hospitality of citizens, 
and the friendship and courtesy of all, are again respectfully and sincerely 
acknowledged, and will be gratefully remembered. 
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School Houses. — Four new houses were built the last year: Buffalo, two; 
Carroll, one ; Madison, one ; all of which arc reasonably good, but some of 
them are badly located. Additions were built to one in New Buffalo borough, 
and one in Wheatfield. The houses of Buffalo are all tolerably good now. 
Several old houses were rc-fitted, so as to make them as comfortable as possi- 
ble. Many more should be re-placed with new ones. There are still twelve old 
houses wholly insufficient: Carroll, one; Centre, one; Jackson, two; Madison, 
one; Miller, one; Rye, one; Saville, one; Spring, one; Toboyne, two; 
Wheatfield, one. Newport borough needs new houses. Many of the houses 
are so located that the pupils step from the school room door into the public 
highway. 

Furniture. — None were supplied with good furniture during the year, 
except the houses built. About one-third of all the houses in the county 
have inconvenient and injurious furniture. 

Apparatus. — None supplied within the year. The majority of the schools 
have Mitchell-s series of outline maps, as given in my last report. They 
were used by many teachers during the last school term, with good success. 
Others had never seen such a thing as an outline map, and were not suc- 
cessful in teaching from them. I made it a point, in every school, to hear 
this exercise, and to give some hints and directions in regard to the manner 
of using them. 

The School. — Graded during the year, two : Buffalo borough, one ; Wheat- 
field, one. There are now thirty-two graded schools in the cotinty; not 
graded, one hundred and thirty-three. A few of those not graded are well 
classified. Most of the others are classified in some of the branches, but not 
in others. The cause of this evil is a want of uniformity of text- books. I' 
labored assiduously to get directors to live up to the letter of the law on thi» 
point, but I only partially succeeded. 

Teachers. — One hundred and twenty-six gave general satisfaction. The 
pjroportion of female teachers, in comparison with last year, has increased f 
the number this year being 38 ; last year 13. About two-thirds gave entire 
saUsfactioQ. 
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VisUaiiyn, — Nximber of schools visited once, 162; twice, 10. Average 
duration of each visit, one hour and thirty- five minutes. Directors and pa- 
rents do not, as yet, visit the schools as frequently as they should. In districts 
and special schools where this duty is regularly attended to, the general good 
effect is perceptible. 

District Secretaries. — Only two secretaries acted as district superintendents; 
Centre and Tyrone districts. 

District InstitiUes. — iSeventeen district institutes were held, on alternate 
Saturdays, under the act of 1862 ; the teachers in these districts all attending 
regularly, with a very few exceptions. Class drills and discussions were 
the principal exercises. Some of them were well conducted; others lacked 
life and spirit. Two districts, Bloomfield borough and Miller, held no in- 
stitute; nor did their teachers attend in other districts. It also appears 
that the teachers of the latter taught every alternate Saturday, thus defeating 
the object of the law. 

Moral Instruction. — The Scriptures were regularly read in 131 schools; 
not read at all in 34. No other regular modes of moral instruction are 
used. 

Public Sentiment. — The intelligent portion of the people are favorable to 
the system. 

. General Remarks. — Many of our districts have too many schools, making 
the number of pupils in each too small. I have observed that the attend- 
ance in very small schools is more irregular than in larger ones. A school 
of a dozen pupils (we have a number of such in the county) is generally a 
very dull, lifeless affair. I am of the opinion that if we had more well graded 
schools, and pupils would go a greater distance to them, more lasting benefit 
would be the result. 

In conclusion, my thanks are tendered the Department, teachers, directors, 
citizens and all, for the great kindness and forbearance shown me, while in 
the discharge of the duties of the office. 
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School Houses. — There was only one new building erected during the year. 
Improvement in school houses and furniture fell far short of our former 
yearly improvement. The number of houses so insufficient as to be un- 
comfortable and injurious to the pupils, is 18, viz: In Blooming Grove, 1; 
Delaware, 2; Dingman, 4; Greene, 1; LacTtawaxen, 2; Lehman, 5; Sho- 
iiola, 1 ; Westfall, 1 ; Palmyra, 1. These are entirely unfit for school pur- 
poses^ and I am surprised that some districts have tolerated them so long. 
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Furniture. — The only house supplied with suitable furniture during tht* 
year, Is the new one. It is only the old, dilapidated buildings that urgently 
require furniture, and these the most of the directors are unwilling to go to^ 
the expense of supplying, as a mere temporary arrangement. This I think 
advi«<able, as it is folly to place new, costly furniture, into old, shabby hovels. 
The number yet containing inconvenient and injurious furniture, 21. 

School. — We have one graded school in the county. All the schools^ 
except four, are classified; some much better than others. We have suc- 
ceeded in having a uniformity of text-books adopted in almost all the dis- 
tricts. Where the directors have neglected this duty, the teachers have, in^ 
a great measure, remedied the evil, by enforcing uniformity, as far as pos- 
sible. 

Teachers. — The average qualification of the candidates examined, com-^ 
pared with those of last year, was about the same; but as the number 
refused certificates was much larger than us\ial, I think the qualifications of 
those to whom certificates were given much better. Number of teachers- 
during the year who gave reasonable satisfaction, 34. Female teachers 
last year, 31; male, 2.5. Female teachers this year, 36-^ male, 19. Miss 
A. G. Pottqr, of Palmyra, and Miss Angeline Coss, of Greene, have given 
universal satisfaction, and their earnest efforts to advance their schools have 
been favored with unparalleled success. They arc deserving of the support 
and esteem of every friend of education in their districts. They have for- 
saken the old-fashioned methods of "going over a certain number of lessons," 
and '* cyphering through the books,'' and have adopted the more rational 
and uniform plan of systematizing and classifying: teaching their pupils to 
** think," as well as to "recite;" requiring them not merely to "get the 
answers," but to give thoir reasons for every step they take. Their black- 
board exercises are numerous, instructive and interesting ; they are used by 
the orthography class in writing words, by the geography class in drawinff 
maps, by the writing class in explaining the principles of penmanship, by 
the grammar class in analyzing sentences, and by th5 arithmetic and algebra 
classes in solving and explaining their questions. They use all possible 
means of exercising all the faculties of the mind, of strengthening the memory^ 
and inducing habits of correct thinking, as these constitute the great end and 
aim of education. Good teachers are, truly, the " life-blood and soul " of our 
educational system. 

Visitation. — I endeavored to visit all the schools in the county once. — 
Many I visited twice. Duration of visit about two and a half hours. Gen- 
erally, one or more of the directors accompanied me. In seven district* 
regular monthly visits were made to the schools by one of the directors^ 
selected by the board to attend to this duty. The good effect of this system^ 
is very evident. 
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District Institutes, — I made an effort to establish district institutes in 
^▼ery district in the county, but have succeeded in getting tbem in success- 
ful operation in only seven. I am unable to report the number of teachers 
in attendance. They are doing a good work, and are awakening a deep in- 
terest on the part of teachers, as to the necessity of a due preparation for 
the discharge of their high and responsible duties. A positive and marked 
benefit accrues to the teacher who attends the institute, and comes up t# 
the meeting ever willing to teach or be taught, as the arrangements for th« 
meeting niuy determine- 

Moral Instruction — The Scriptures were read in all the schools of th« 
county, except seven. In most of the schools the teachers read a portion 
of the New Testament as an opening exercise. In six schools the Scrip- 
tures were used as a text-book for the advanced classes in reading. No 
other book of moral instruction is used in any school in the county. 

Public Sentiment. — The troubles of our country have not ajected public 
sentiment, to any very groat extent, to the prejudice of the school system. 
The erection of new school houses, for a time, was delayed, and teachers' 
Salaries reduced ; but the coming year will, I think, restore them to their 
former basis, as an opinion generally prevails that, under no circumstances, 
can we affoud to neglect the educational wants of our youth, while we look 
to constitutional liberty as the sheet-anchor of our hopes. 
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School Hovses. — Five new houses have been built during the year, one im 
«&ch of the following districts; Abbot, Harrison, Hector, Pike and Rou- 
lette. The one in Harrison is built of logs, and is soon to be superseded 
bj one more suitable. Those in Hector, Pike and Roulette are small sub- 
stantial frame buildings, suitable to their locality, but not calling for a special 
description. The one in Abbot fs creditable to the district, costing about 
six hundred dollars. It is built of wooci? well finished, furnished with closets 
for clothes, books, etc., and better supplied with black-board surface than 
most houses in the county, but not properly ventilated. Excellent out- 
buildings arc erected, but work upon the yard is not finished. 

Furniture. — No material change in furniture. The tables heretofore given 
represent the present condition of furniture with suflScient accuracy. 

Apparatus. — The change in apparatus deserves notice, not so much for 
what has actually been accomplished, as from the indications thus given of 
A better appreciation of its importance. The following districts have sup- 
plied their schools witli a new statistioal map of the world : Abbot, Homer^ 
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Roulette, Sharon, Summit, Sylvania, West Branch and Wharton. Abbot, 
has also supplied its schools Vith a complete set of Mitchell's outline maps, 
globes, a planetarium, numeral frame, alphabetic cards, etc. 

The School. — No graded school in the county yet. The proper classifica- 
tion of a school requires seve^l things, all of which are seldom found iA a 
thinly settled region : 1st, that the books be uniform ; 2d, that every series 
of books be properly graduated ; 3d, that scholars of the same age have 
enjoyed similar opportunities. Very many schools are. still troubled with 
diversity of text-books. When the several numbers of a series are not 
suited to the gradually developing needs of the scholar, the teacher must 
supply the deficiency by oral teaching, but the classification cannot be made 
what it should be. Our text-books are all somewhat objectionable in this 
rpspect, but especially in grammar. Finally, that course and method of in- 
struction which would be most suitable to a child of ten years, would hardly 
meet the wants of a young man, who, from lack of early opportunity, is no 
further advanced, and consequently is in the same class. This is frequently 
the case in a new country, where the settler, whose children have but seldom 
seen the inside of a school house, is next neighbor to one who has but just 
removed from a section highly favored with educational facilities. The 
classification of our schools, though not what could be desired, is all that 
could reasonably be expected. 

Teachers. — Number with provisional certificates, whose leaching gave 
reasonable satisfaction, 10 1 ; professional, 3. It would require a long list 
to contain the names of those who taught excellent schools, and it would be 
invidious to give the names of ^ half dozen whose success, all things con- 
aidered, would entitle them to pre-eminence. A few teachers, transferred 
to more difficult schools, have not maintained their former standing; but 
taken together, the teaching ability manifested this year is a clearly percep- 
tible advance on that of the preceding y ear. Last year a little more than one- 
fifth of the teachers employed were males, this year not quite one-tenth. Aa 
many of the females taught two terms, while none of the males taught more 
than one, a still larger proportion of the teaching was done by females, so 
that only about one-sixteenth of the teaching during th^ year just closed 
was done by males. It cannot be expected that all who engage in the busi- 
ness of teaching will succeed, but the success of the young ladies who have 
taught has been truly gratifying In no business with which I am acquainted 
has the proportion of failures been so small ; and I think the training of the 
youth of Potter county will hereafter be mainly the work of the female 
teacher. 

VisUalion. — Number of schools visited twice, 76; once, 30; not visited^ 
5. Average length ot each viait a little less than 1;^ hours. 
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District Institutes. — During the summer these were organized in Bingham 
and Ulysses, and during the winter in Allegany, Harrison, Hebron, Homer, 
Keating and Sweden, also. Not less than two sessions were held in any 
district, and generally they were held once in two weeks during the term. 
The whole number of meetings was 37. I am unable to give the aggregate 
attendance. 

Moral Instruction. — In iio district, that I am aware of, is the reading of 
the Scriptures enjoined by the directors, as a part of the regular school ex- 
ercises, the whole subject being left to the good sense and discretion of the 
teacher. About five-sixths of the teachers opened their schools by reading 
from the Scriptures, being a slight advance from last year. No other mode 
of moral instruction is used as a regular exercise. 

Public Sentiment. — Throughout the county there is a lively appreciation 
of the value of our common schools. Most of the schools are properly ap- 
preciated, yet there is more or less apathy manifested by some of the patrons 
of nearly every school. 

School Examinations. — Our. schools must, for the present^ forego the bene- 
fits of grading. Prominent among these benefits are the frequent exami- 
nations, by which the scholar is advanced, in the course of study, by the 
examining board. It is very clear that a scholar who knows that, at the 
close of school, he must stand a searching examination in all that he has gone 
over during the term, will find in the fact additional incentives to exertion ; 
while the temptation to advance rapidly, at the expense of thoroughness, 
will be much diminished. These examinations might be conducted by the 
teacher, but would be much more beneficial if conducted by the secretary of 
the board of directors, as district superintendent. 

Physical Cidture. — Imperfect as the intellectual and moral training of 
our schools may be, far too much comparative prominence is given to them, 
especially to intellectual. The physical development of children is of the 
first importance. This development should not be left to chance. Much 
ill health and physical imperfection are traceable to the neglect of physical 
culture in our schools. From one to two hours should, each day, be devoted 
to careful and systematic physical training. , 

Progress. — The greatest amount of progress, during the last three years, 
is in the qualifications of the teachers. Their efforts for improvement hare 
been very commendable. 

Conclusion. — In conclusion, I wish to thank those with whom I have been 
officially connected, for the co-operation I have generally received, hoping 
they may continue their efforts in the good cause ; but especially to express 
a sense of the obligations I am under to the citizens of the county, for the 
kindness with whicn I have uniformly been received. 
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SCHUYLKIHi COUNTY.— J. K. Krbwson. 

School Houses. — Three frame, two stone, and two brick school honses, 
have been built during the year. The two brick houses, one of which is in 
St. Clair and one in Mahanoy district, are each two stories high, with two 
rooms on each floor. The one in Mahanoy district is not yet fully com- 
pleted, though two rooms in it were occupied during the term just cb^sed. 
Pottsville has contracted for a new school building, the cost of which, it if 
proposed, shall be about twenty thousand dollars. Many boards of directors 
do not take proper care of the school property during the vacation of the 
schools. This negligence is made to apply to new school houses, as well 
as to old ones. 

Furyiiture. — Except the new ones fully completed, the only house sup- 
plied with new furniture during the year, is that purchased by Schuylkill 
Haven district. There are about twenty houses whose furniture should be 
improved, but none have furniture that is positively injurious 

Apparatus. — A few schools have made small additions to their appa- 
ratus. 

The School. — The schoolsof Mahanoy City, in Mahanoy district, and those 
of Gordon, in Butler district, were graded during the year. Tljose of New 
Philadelphia and Tucker Hill, in Blythe district, ought to be graded. All 
others, well capable of it, were graded previously. The grading of the 
Ashland and St. Clair schools has been more strictly carried out, and more 
consistently adhered to, than formerly. In Schuylkill Haven the sexes had 
been kept separate for several years, until this term, when they were min- 
gled again. The change has given satisfaction, and produced important 
benefits. 

Teachers. — All of our teachers, except about ten, gave reasonable satis- 
faction. Only one of these ten holds a professional certificate. The pro- 
portion of increase of female teachers, employed during the year, is very 
small. The military draft caused a scarcity of male teachers for a time. 
This scarcity was supplied, in part, by the employment of five females, 
inas many schools, in rural districts. All of these five gave far better 
satisfaction than was expected, and three of them succeeded better thaa 
any male teachers who had taught the same schools for some years pre- 
viously. 

Visiiaiions. — Two hundred and eighty visits were made to schools during 
the year. Average length of each visit was one hour twenty-eight and a 
half minutes. 

District Secretanes. — Only two districts have secretaries acting as dis- 
trict superintendents. In one of these cases the secretary visits each school 
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onco a month, and remains half a day in each school ; in which case the effect 
is very beneficial. 

District Institutes, — There are ten independent school districts in this 
<'0unty, the teachers of most of which did not unite themselves with, nor 
attend, except perhaps once or twice, out of mere curiosity, any district in- 
stitute, ^'ext to these, Frailey, Orwigsburg and Tromont were the meet 
backward. All the others made arrangements for meetings semi-weekly, 
and nearly every one of them held their meetings regularly every alternat* 
Saturday, during the whole term of school. The sessions were six hoars 
per day, in nearly every district. The number of teachers attending these 
institutes, as regular members, was about two hundred and seventy- five. — 
The result of the institutes has been, as was expected, a very^reat benefit 
to our schools. The most striking benefits have been in those of the mral 
districts, where the meetings were regularly held. 

Moral Instruction. — I cannot give the number of schools in which the 
Scriptures were and were not regularly read, but it is about the same as 
previously reported. A majority of our teachers take occasion, from inci- 
dents of the school room, to exercise and cultivate the moral faculties of 
pupils; but moral instruction, by placing a text-book on the subject in the 
hands of pupils, has been given in one of the schools of one district only. 
Moral philosophy is taught, to some extent, in two schools. In some three 
or four others the teachers select a suitable subject, or relate an incident, 
and, at a subsequent time, question the pupils upon it, with a view to giving 
exercise to the moral faculties. It seems to me, however, that some teach- 
ers do not properly consider the fitness of things. On one occasion, during 
my presence, a teacher had charge of a class in moral lessons, the incident 
being one selected purposely to give exercise to the faculties of benevolence, 
gratitude and veneration. From some cause, the pupils had not prepared 
themselves, and most of the teacher's questions were answered very inap- 
propriately, or not at all. The exercise less than half through, the teacher 
showed first impatience, then anger, and in a short time very abruptly dis- 
missed the class, with threats of punishment in case of a like failure. Query : 
Were not the faculties of combativeness and destructiveness exercised here, 
and had we not as well, nay better, omit any attempt at special exercise of 
the moral faculties of pupils, until the instructor is better fitted for t^at im- 
portant but very delicate duty ? 

Public Sentiment. — In proof of the high estimate the people of this county 
put on the public school, it is only necessary to refer to the rapid increase 
of schools, the nnmber of improved school houses erected during the last 
few years, and the fact that for the year ending June, 1861, nearly ninety- 
six thousand dollars of tax was levied for their support. 
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Suggestions and Remarks. — Upper Mahantango and West Penn have not 
accepted the free school system yet. 'The latter has made repeated attempts 
to open schools, but, from various causes, each has failed. A part of West 
Brunswick township is also without free schools yet, but the larger portion 
of the township is taken up by independent districts. In order to effect the 
early establishment of schools in these non-accepting districts, I would again 
suggest that their State tax, for two successive years, be allowed to them, 
on condition that they adopt the system in one year from the passage of an 
act granting sucli allowance. 

The opinion is still far too common among our teachers, that a mere 
knowledge of the branches to be taught constitutes the chief qualification 
that ought to be sought for in the teacher ; or, that he who has the most 
thorough knowledge of the greatest variety of text-books, is the best 
teacher. It is full time that this palpable error be dispelled. Adapta- 
tion, temperament, and some knowledge of human nature, are just as es- 
sential as a knowledge of the branches to be taught. These, together 
with the modes of teaching them, should receive a large share of atten- 
tion in the district institute ; in fact, they ought to be taken up in order, 
systematically examined, thoroughly studied, and carefully discussed. — 
School discipline, and how to secure and maintain it, modes of classification, 
grading of classes, distribution of teacher's time among the several classes, 
order of exercises, miscellaneous exercises, modes of punishment, the teach- 
er's duties, both in and out of school, should also have full and careful con- 
sideration. District institutes are a comparatively new thing, and there is 
no doubt that, at the opening of them for the next term sessions, a greater 
variety of exercises will be introduced. 

To the subjects named above should, by all means, be added, how to pre- 
serve the teacher's health ; for it is a remarkable fact, and, duly considered, 
not less alarming than remarkable, that a large majority of those who fol- 
low teaching regularly, for only a few consecutive years, lose their ruddiness 
and become emaciated and care-worn, if not incurably enervated or hope- 
lessly diseased. The importance of, and how to preserve, good temper in 
the school room, would also be a very fit subject for consideration. It would 
be well if every district institute would take measures to establish a library 
for the use of its members, for every teacher should read various works on 
educa|ional topics. 

Many of our schools are entirely too large during a part of the term, and 
a considerable number are too large during the whole term. On making a 
comparison, I find that the number of pupils, in proportion to the number 
of schools and number of teachers, is greater in this than in any other county 
in the State. 

I take pleasure in using this last opportunity to commend the very great 
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change and improvement that has been made, in regard to cleanliness of 
school houses. A part of this is due to directors, but a large number of 
our teachers now take delight in having their school rooms, and the furni- 
ture thereof, kept clean in every part. This same care has extended to 
pupils' hands, faces, hair, clothing and books, also ; so that, for the last year, 
I have had the unpleasant duty of speaking to very few teachers on these 
subjects. Some of the schools, in some of our boroughs ai^^d towns, are now 
behind the thickly settled rural districts in these respects. 

It affords me pleasure, too, to speak of the creditable improvement made 
by our teachers in scholastic attainments, and to note their greater care in 
preparation for, and more earnest performance of, all their duties. The 
profession is more highly appreciated by them, because better understood. 
Our teachers think more than they used to do. They better understand the 
important facts, that school teachers cannot make themselves and their 
schools popular by decrying directors for their illiberality, or patrons for 
their lack of interest; and that the right, and only, way to secure confidence 
and esteem, and to compel an appreciation of their services, is to win the 
affection of their pupils, by a kind and gentle treatment of them, and to 
perform their work within the school room humbly and faithfully. Much 
of this improvement is due to the district institutes, and perhaps a part to 
the Normal school, held during the summer of 1862, in which there were 
ninety -six students, nearly all of whom engaged in teaching afterwards.— 
It is thought, too, that the mode of examination in the theory and practice 
of teaching has had a good effect. Barring the draft, which caused some 
irregularity, and, for a time, threatened serious interruptions to them, the 
schools have, in my opinion, been more productive of good, during the term 
just closed, than ever before. Their ratio of progress has been greater 
than during any one year previously. 

In closing my ninth, and last, annual report of the schools of this county, 
it may not be amiss to compare the number of schools, teachers, pupils, &c., 
with the number of each of these in 1854*. In this place it is enough, how- 
ever, to merely state the increase during the nine years, which is found to 
be one hundred and eight schools, one hundred and thirteen teachers, and 
nine thousand nine hundred and one pupils. The increase of school taxes 
is twenty-five thousand two hundred and six dollars and seventy -four cents, 
($25,206 74-,) and the increase of State appropriation received by the county 
is two thousand eight hundred and ninety-four dollars and seventy-eight 
cents, ($2,b94 78.) The totals of these items, for the year ending June 1, 
1863, are as follow: Schools, 297; teachers, 313; pupils, 24,302; taxes 
levied, $85,634 50 ; State appropri^ation, $7,546 40. 

In the performance of my duties as county superintendent, my endeavors 
have been to be just. If any have been wronged by me, the wrong was 
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unintentional; if any have been encouraged, or have received favors at my 
hands, I have already been richly rewarded. I leave the oflSce without any 
regret, except that which is naturally felt on the parting with many long* 
tried and true friends. 



SNYDER COUNTY.— Samuel Ali.lman. 

School Houses. — Four new school houses were erected during the year, 
viz: two in Beaver and two in West Jieavcr district. They are plain, 
weather-boarded and substantial buildinfjjs, but none of them of a superior 
kind. p]leven school houses in the county are unlit for use, viz: one in 
Beaver, two in West Beaver, five in Chapman, one in Jackson, one in Penns, 
and one in Perry district. There are others that should be torn down, and 
new ones erected in their stead, although they may, by repairing, last a 
while yet. Tiiere is not a school house in the county of a superior kind. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — There has not been any change in furniture 
daring the year, worthy of special notice. The new houses erected have 
seats and desks somewhat improved, yet not what they should be. Th*? 
ventilation in all of them is very poor. All the houses have black-boards; 
some have been enlarged, and, in this respect, there is a commendable im* 
provement. The schools are better supplied with maps than the year 
previous. 

Oraded Schools. — I have the pleasure of stating that a graded school, or 
rather a central high school, has been established in connection with the 
Freeburg academy. This school is accessible to all the advanced scholar}^ 
of the Washington district, and enjoys all the advantages and use of the 
chemical and philosophical apparatus in possession of the academy. The 
branches taught during the winter were reading, writing, mental and prac* 
tical arithmetic, geography, grammar, composition, philosophy, algebra and 
Latin. Number of pupils, 38 males and 15 females. Average attendance, 
85 per cent. This school was under the charge of Prof. Boyer. Much 
credit is due to him, as well as to the directors of said district, for their 
laudable efforts in effecting this arrangement, and for their industry in pro- 
moting the cause of education generally. The schools in the borough of 
Selinsgrove are also graded, but of them I have spoken in my former re- 
ports, and there is very little to add, except that they were in somewhat 
better condition during this, than the two preceding years. There are no 
other graded schools in the county. All the other schools are classified. 

Teachers. — Ninety-three teachers were examined m public, and six pri- 
rately, at the request of directors. Three of the applicants were rejected. 
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Tbe average qualifications of t^e applicants were about the same as last 
year. The attendance of directors and citizens at the public examinations 
was better than any previous year. Sixty-six directors and two hundred 
and six citizens were present. The examinations were both oral and writ- 
ten. Out of the ninety-three teachers engaged in the county during the 
year, eighty-three gave reasonable satisfaction, and the remaining ten had 
better quit the profession, and turn their attention to something more suitable 
to their tastes and intellects. The number of female teachers was about 
the same as the previous year. They gave general satisfaction. 

Vvntation. — All the schools were visited twice, and the average duration 
of each visit was about one and a half hours. I was generally attended by 
some of the directors. I found some of the schools were regularly visited 
by the directors and citizens, and some almost entirely neglected. Wherever 
the schools were frequently visited by director's and citizens, I found a per- 
ceptible improvement and greater activity; while those, not thus visited, 
were sluggish, without life, and very slow progress luado. 

District St'creta7'ies. — Washington is the only district in which it was 
made the duj^y of the secretary to visit all the schools monthly, to which 
duty he attended faithfully. The result of his visits was beneficial. 

District Jnditutci, — Eleven district institutes were in operation during ' 
the year. They were held every alternate Saturday, (except one, which 
met every Friday evening, by consent of the directors,) agreeably to the • 
act of 18(J2. AH the teachers of the county, with eight exceptions, were 
connected with one or the other of these institutes. Some of the institutes 
were very creditable, and productive of much good; whilst others were 
failures, owing mainly, no doubt, to the inefficiency and lack of interest of 
the teachers themselves, in their profession. The exercises at these meet* 
ings consisted of drills in the different common branches, lectures, discus- ^ 
sions on the theory and practice of teaching, and the various other topics 
connected with the educational system. The county institute met in the 
Freeburg academy, on the 29th day of December last, and continued its 
sessions three days. There were fifty-three teachers present. This was by 
far the most active, interesting and successful institute ever held in the 
county. All the teachers present seemed to feel a lively interest in its suc- 
cess, and nearly all took an active part. Much good resulted from th« 
proceedings, as they infused new life and vigor into its members, and which, 
I found afterwards, manifested itself in the school room. Much is due, in 
making the county institute efficient, to the assistance rendered by Prof. 
Noetling, of the Missionary Institute, and Prof. Boyer, of the Freeburg 
academy. Great interest was shown by the citizens. 

Moral Instruction. — In sixty-eight schools the Scriptures were read every 
morniDg; some few were opened with piayer. Moral mstruction was iii« 
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cidentally given in most of the schools. The moral aspect qf all the schools 
is good. 

Public Sentiment — The prevailing sentiment of the people is favorable to 
the common school system ; although there is, here and there, opposition 
found to the county superintendency. I believe the superintendency would 
be greatly improved, if the power of appointing and examining the county 
superintendents were lodged with the State Superintendent. It certainly 
would result in the selection of the best material for the situation, and plact 
the county superintendent independent of local influences. 



SOMERSET COUNTY.— Joseph J. Stutzman. 

School Houses. — Three valuable buildings were opened for the first time 
for common school purposes, all built by the aid of voluntary subscriptions, 
and designed for the occasional use of Normal schools. The one at Meyers's 
Mills, in Summit township, is a noble brick building, two stori(?s high, and 
capable of accommodating 300 pupils. That in Stoystown is a two-story 
frame, with a single room and anteroom on each floor, and will scat about 
200 pupils. The last is near Jenner Cross Roads, in Jenner township, a 
*plank building, with a single room for a mixed school of 100 pupils. All 
are neat and tasty structures, wfth a liberal allowance for breathing space; 
but the ground belonging to them outside is scarcely more extensive than 
that within the walls, and instead of being fenced in, is merely fenced out 
by the adjoining proprietors. Middle Creek, *Milford and U. Turkeyfoot 
have each built one, 24 by 30, on the excellent plan in use in that region, 
and Somerset and Paint a similar building of a smaller size. Elklick erect- 
ed another on the foundation of one recently burnt down, too small for im- 
proved fixtures. All are of plank or frame and well built, but the little 
ground belonging to them is not enclosed, nor, as far as I remember, are 
any of them supplied with out-buildings. The first two houses are not yet 
furnished ; the rest are supplied with tolerable wooden furniture, generally 
fastened to the floor. The number of houses unfit to be occupied and not 
good enough to spend money on, is between 30 and 40, about one-fifth of 
the whole. Some districts are just beginning to exchange log houses for 
plank or frame. A good building of this description, sufiicient for a large 
school, will cost from $220 to $250; but Shade has succeeded in putting up 
one for half the money, and worth about half as much as a well finished log 
building of the proper size. 

Sc^aZs.i— Somerset borough had 328 pupils in four rooms, under the 
charge of fire teachers, with work enough for another. Berlin had 162 
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papfls in three rooms, with as many teachers; Wellersburg had 113 pupils, 
Petersburg 100. Meycrs's Mills 82 and Somerfield 78, each with two rooms 
and as many teachers — total, 863 pupils with 16 teachers, or an average of 
54 to each. A single teacher of tact and energy may accomplish much ; 
but it would not be amiss to require that all schools of 70 pupils and up- 
wards should be graded. This would add to the list Salisbury and Stoys- 
town boroughs, each with 100 pupils ; Shanksville and Mussers, in Stony 
Creek township, and J^nner Cross Roads and Jennerville, in Jenner town- 
«hip, each with some 70 pupils. Schools numbering between 60 and 70 
names ought also to be graded, or at least to have the services of a com- 
petent assistant. This would add two in Brothers Valley, one in Greenville, 
one in Middle Creek, two in Shade, two in Somerset and one in Lower 
Turkeyfoot — ten in all. The number of our graded schools ought to be 
doubled ; as it is we have but 16 out of a list of IS^, of which Meyers's Mills 
was graded last winter for the first time. While on this subject, I would 
soggest whether it would not be best to distribute the bounty of the State 
According to the number of schools. With the recent change, the statistics 
of attendance are likely to be less reliable than ever, while poor and thinly 
settled districts are sure to be losers. 

Advancement — Besides these 16 graded schools, (class A,) we had 33 
others, iu<;luding those in the boroughs of Salisbury, Stoystown and New 
Centre ville, which, being composed in whole or in part of village pupils, 
may be called ungraded village schools, (class B.) These had an average 
of 53 pupils each. This leaves us the bulk of the schools, which being free 
from any admixture of village population, we may call ungraded country 
schools, (class C.) There were liJd of these, with an average of 38 pupils 
each. Taking the aggregate of pupils, we find that the percentage engaged 
last winter in the study of mental arithmetic, written arithmetic, geogra- 
phy and EngiisK grammar^ in class A, was 59, 31, 47 and 21* for each re- 
spectively. In class B, the proportions were 34^, 30, 26 and 11, and in 
class C, only 28, 27, 17^ and 7. Outside of class A, there were no classes 
in any of the higher branches, and in class C, there were 60 schools that 

did not profess to give instruction in all the common school branches. 

Taking th^ percentage of pupils engaged in the study of these branches as 
a basis of comparison, we find that the schools of Summit, Quemahoning 
Elk Lick, Greenville, Somerset and Middle Creek, had made the greatest 
advancement, and those of Paint, Stony Creek, U. Turkeyfoot, Shade, Lari- 
mer, Allegheny and L. Turkeyfoot the least; the names in this, as well as 
in the subsequent articles, being taken in regular order, the first named still 
being the best or the worst on the list. The highest degree of advance- 
ment in a f^chool where none but the common branches are taught, would 
seem to give about 60 per cent each for mental arithmetic and geography, 
11 
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and 40 per cent, each for written arithmetic and Englisii grammar. Tbcr 
Somerset borough schools, under their new orgainzation, came nearest thi» 
standard. 

Teachers, — The war panic had subsided, and all the accepting districta 
had their schools in operation. The number of teachers employed for en- 
tire or fractional terms in 184 schools, was 109 males, and 79 females. Be- 
fore the war the numbers were 152 and 32. Then there were 41 new teach- 
ers employed, 38 married males and 35 who had taught the same schools 
the previous term. Last winter these classes counted 56, 29 and 12 re- 
spectively. The number who entered the military service in 1861, after the 
close of their schools, was 443; last year 28. We acknowledge the loss of 
many good teachers ; but by means of our Normal classes the service haa 
been well sustained. Of the 188, no less than 130 had attended these 
schools last fall, besides 13 who taught out of the county. There were 20 
who had never attended our Normal schools; 15 who had taught before the 
era of the superintendency, and 10 who were not residents of the county. 
Those who had never attended the Normal, have either had the benefit of a 
good common school training, or have learned their business from their more 
enterprising associates. Omitting those who commenced teaching before 
the superintendency, their average experience was two terms. 

Examinations. — These were laborious and pretty thorough, for I had the 
valuable aid of U. W. Fisher and Lizzie Marshall, both pupils of the State 
institution at Millersville, and over two-thirds of the original applicanta 
were fresh from school. The whole number examined at first was 220. My 
assistants received county certificates, the only ones, except one, issued 
during the term, or now in the hands of actual teachers, and four eertifi- 
cates were renewed with last year's figures. 

Certificates, — In accordance with our former practice, the certificatee 
were divided into three classes, the salaries having generally been made to 
depend upon the grade. To encourage diligence, this mark was postponed 
till the time of the visitation, when I also availed myself of the opinion of 
directors. Taking a scale with which all ought to be familiar, a3 explained 
upon the face of their certificates, to denote the standing of those employed 
in the joint estimate of scholarship and general success in the scheol room, 
2 males and 8 females might have been classed as very good, 29 males and 
%) females good, 41 males and 27 females middling, 27 males and 17 
females poor, and 10 males and 7 females very poor, that is to say, grossljr 
Incompetent. Judging the employees of the several townships by. thii^. 
standard, we find that of the townships Middle Creek, Somerset, Jeffersoa 
and Summit had the best lists, and Paint, Southampton, Larimer, U. Tuc- 
keyfoot. Shade and Allegheny the worst, for want of sufficient school houaee. 
or want of sufficient salaries, for want of resident teachers, for one or n^ore 
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of these causes which mar the prospects of edncation in the backward dis- 
tricts. 

Attendance. — (1.) By the census of 1860 the youth of both sexes, between 
the ages of 5 and 21, averaged in the boroughs 37 per cent, of the whole popu- 
lation, and in the townships 42^ per cent. (2. ) Before the war the actual num- 
ber of this school population on the teachers' lists in the boroughs, averaged ■ 
SI per cent, of the males and 72 per cent of the females ; in the townships 
84 and 67 per cent, respectively. Last winter the same averages were for 
the boroughs 78 and 68 ; for the townships 77 and 66. These figures are 
OBly approximately correct, as pupils over age are not always excluded ; 
but, as for the increase of population, it has been so small that it would 
scarcely disturb the calculation. (3.) Having scanned the names on the 
teachers' lists, after omitting those who had attended less than five days 
during the term, the average attendance upon these lists in the boroughs 
was 67J per cent for each sex, and in the townships 55 per cent, for males 
and 52 for females. The average number of school days in the boroughs 
was about 94, but in the townships the term had been reduced to 80 days. 
This gave male pupils in the boroughs an average of 64^ days schooling, 
and female 64, while pupils in the townships averaged but 43^ and 41. On 
the calculation marked (1,) U. Turkey foot. Shade and Jefferson stood best 
among the townships, and Quemahoning, Middle Creek, Larimer and North- 
ampton worst. On (2) Somerset, Jenner, Addison, Quremahoning and 
Stony Creek stood best, and Northampton and Middle Creek worst; the 
proportions mainly depending on the number and convenience of school 
houses. On (3) Summit, Addison, Quemahoning, Elk Lick and Middle 
Creek stood best, and TJ. Turkeyfoot, Paint, Southampton and L. Turkey- 
foot worst ; the figures in this case depending more on the success of teach- 
ers and the general interest in education. 

Females, — The difference in the number of males and females, between 
the ages of 5 and 21, is nowhere large, except in our borough districts, 
where the females are to the males in the proportion of 5 to 4. Modem 
improvements have done much for both, by allowing more time to attend 
school, especially in the winter; yet we have seen that the number of males 
and females, on the teachers' lists, averaged but 77 and 66J per cent, respec- 
tively, of those who appeared to be entitled to this privilege. The difference 
in these averages was least in Lower Turkeyfoot, Southampton, Greenville, 
Middle Creek, Northampton, Shade and Jenner, and greatest in Paint, Sum- 
mit, Somerset, Quemahoning and Allegheny. With regard to the per 
eentage of the average attendance, upon these lists, the difference was least 
in Addison, Summit, Shade, Elk Lick, Allegheny, Northampton and Paint, 
being in favor of the females in the three first named, and greatest in South- 
ampton, Lower Turkeyfoot, Brothers Valley, Stony Creek and Greenville. 
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We have here a straoge jumble of names, yet the general result is satis- 
factory, proving, as it does, that females are no longer discouraged, as they 
used to be, in their efforts to get an education. While it is a subject for 
congratulation that all our teachers, except 5, were either residents of th« 
county, or educated in our schools, it is remarkable, that of 106 males em- 
ployed, but 15 resided in the villages. On the other hand, of/? females 
employed, 50 belonged to the villages and 27 to the country, the latter in- 
cluding a large proportion of the best teachers. Somerset borough alone, 
with a population of less than 1,200, furnished 28 teachers, of whom 26 
WjBre females. The ten-fold increase of female teachers, in less than thai 
number of years, and their general success, are proofs that they are pretty 
fairly appreciated, and that the charge thus devolved upon them is not 
likely to be taken from them. 

Visitation, — The visitation was commenced in the first week of December, 
and continued, with an interruption of one week at the holidays, until th« 
close of the term. One school in Addison had closed before I reached it; 
and in Paint, where the teachers still change at the end of two months, three 
school houses were not visited. The number of visits was 2^4-, none being 
visited more than twice. As no programme was published, though the 
company of directors would have been agreeable, I Lad seldom an oppor- 
tunity to secure it. My observations were chiefly confined to the success 
of teachers. Hereafter I shall also endeavor to pay more attention to the 
advancement of pupils. Teachers usually exhibited a laudable desire to 
avail themselves of my advice and assistance; and parents, who knew of 
my arrival, were generally present. Where the state of things was satis- 
factory, I made a brief address to the pupils ; and I am gratified to be able 
to say, that I found two-thirds of the schools in this condition. In point of 
education, 73 per cent, of those 'employed were considered satisfactory. — 
The monthly visitations would be most valuable, if competent school visitors 
could be had ; and surely none but a teacher is capable of rendering the ser- 
vice. 

Institutes. — The provision of tlie law in relation to district institutes was, 
probabl)', as well complied with as was to be expected. I was seldom 
present, but had good means of information. Some of these institutes knew 
nothing but work, being Normal classes in disguise. Of these, the Stony 
Creek institute, conducted by Edmund Manges, was the best. Some, with 
a greater variety of talents, were both talkers and workers, and, for that 
reason, of more general interest. Others contented themselves with dis- 
cussions on theory, and the scarcity of talkers soon made them tiresome. — 
In the class of talkers, the Elk Lick institute, under the lead of Dr. Welfley, 
secretary of the board, and himself a teacher of some experience, succeeded 
best. Another secretary, Mr. Knepper, of Brothers Y alley, late a teacher 
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of some merit, did good service in his district. The method was fdr teach- 
ers to meet in turn, at each other's school houses, to witness and compare 
methods of instruction. Some institutes were too small to get along pro- 
perly, and even the larger ones did not always do as well as we had a right 
to expect. We also had a county institute of five days, at the holidays, at- 
tended by 93 of our own teachers, the interest of which was well sustained. 

Conclusion. — The influence of the superintendency has communicated a 
great impulse to the cause. The gradual improvement of teachers increases 
their influence, which is steadily exerted for the advancement of their 
schools. Last fall we had three Normal schools, which rendered good 
service. This year we shall have seven schools taught by persons who, 
after having raised themselves to the front rank among their compeers, had 
attended professional lectures at Millersville. With them we hope to be 
able to raise a fall body of teachers, equal to the 73 per cent, whom we 
have noticed, above as having passed a satisfactory examination. Yet, 
teaching is so far from being a regular business, that but half of those em- 
ployed last winter had taught in the county the winter previous. 

District institutes were generally unsuccessful, for want of a due enforce- 
ment of the law by directors, and of interest among teachers; so that we 
have failed to interest the community in an important educational move- 
ment. 



SULLIVAN COUNTY.— H. Armstrong. 

School Houses. — Owing to the disturbed state of our country, not much 
has been done in erecting school houses. One very good and convenient 
house has been erected in Forks district. A new house has also been built 
in Colley, but has not been opened for school, on account of sickness. — 
There are still a few houses unfit for use. Laporte township has one such, 
Davidson one, Elkland two, and Cherry three. Quite a number of others 
are barely tolerable. One such, in Laporte township, was burned down, 
after the close of the winter school. All the houses built within the last 
few years are good, substantial buildings. A few are not quite finished. 
These relics of olden time will soon pass away. Fox district is worthy of 
gpecial mention, on account of the good taste displayed^ in buildings. They 
are the best in the county. 

Furniture. — None but the new houses have been supplied with furniture 
during the year. All the houses in Fox and Dushore boroughs, thirteen of 
the houses in Cherry, four in Forks, and onc^ each in Elkland and Hillsgrove, 
have good, and perhaps sufficient, furniture. The others are insufficient in 
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this respect. This is particularly true of the remaining houses in David - 
son, Elkland, Hillsgrove and Colley. The furniture, in a majority of our 
school houses, is still similar to that in use when the present generation of 
men were boys. 

Apparatus. — Nothing has been done in the way of supplying apparatus 
during the past year, except in the new houses. As a general thing, the 
houses built during the past few years have sufficient black-board surface. 
Two houses each in Laporte township and Colley, and one each in David- 
son and Elkland, are entirely without black-boards. The houses in Elkland 
and Fox are supplied with a large map of the United States. Laporte 
borough has a fine globe, and Dushore borough, blocks to illustrate the cube 
root. I have noticed that those teachers who make little or no use of the 
black-booird, are, in other respects, always unfit for the profession. 

Schools. — None of the schools in our county are graded. Such schools 
are greatly needed in Laporte borough and Dushore borough. An attempt 
has been made at classification in all our schools; but, in several instances, 
with imperfect success. 

leachers. — Two of the teachers in Fox, one in Elkland, one in Dushore 
borough, one in Laporte township, one in Davidson, and three in Cherry, 
gave imperfect satisfaction. All the others gave reasonable satisfaction. — 
Several acquitted themselves to the entire satisfaction of all. The number 
of female teachers employed during the year is 47, and the number of males 
9. As compared with former years, the account stands thus: 

MALES. FEMALES. 

185S 28 18 

1859 25 34. 

1860 21... 36 

1861 19 39 

1862 18 41 

1863 9 47 

The falling off of male teachers, during the past year, is partly owing to 
the war, that has drawn a large number of our young men to the army.-* 
Our female teachers are quite as successful as the males. From the neces- 
sity of the case, some quite young girls have been employed during the past 
winter. A few have failed to give satisfaction, who might do better wiib 
more maturity. 

Visitation. — I visited 12 schools twice, 36 once, and 8 not at all. The 
average length of each visit was two hours. I was prevented from visiting 
the schools as often as usual, by sickness in my own family ; and, in many 
parts of the county, the diptheria prevailed to an alarming extent, and a 
great number of children have died during the, past winter. The small pox 
also prevailed extensively in two districts. Some schools were broken up^ 
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and the efficiency of many others was greatly impaired. I am not able to 
state, definitely, the number and effect of visits by parents and directors. 

District Secretaries. — There has been no case in which the district secre- 
tary acted as district superintendent. 

District InsHtiUes. — All the districts in the county have attempted to 
keep up district institutes every other Saturday. So far as I can learn, the 
attendance was good, especially considering the difficulties from bad roads 
and isolated schools. I cannot speak, definitely, of the results. Much de- 
pends upon having a suitable teacher to take the lead. I expect favorable 
results froih this feature of the school law. It is well worthy of a fair trial 
We held our annual county institute at Dushore, for six successive weeks. 
It was successful beyond our fondest expectations. Seventy-eight teachers 
were in attendance, most of them for the entire six weeks. Five of these 
annual six weeks^ institutes have already been held in our county, each one 
increasing in interest. The results have been good. Six years ago th«re 
were not more than ten or twelve resident teachers in our county; now the 
number is sixty-seven. We have teachers enough to supply our own county, 
and some to spare. My notes and examination papers will show, that our 
own teachers are fully equal to those who have come to us from surround- 
ing counties. From the first, my great end and aim have been to raise up 
well qualified native teachers. Wherever I have found youth of promise, 
I have endeavored to aid and encourage them in getting an education. — 
The results have been such, that I feel more than rewarded for all my labors. 
From my anxiety to aid the young student, I may, perhaps, have erred, in 
sometimes granting a certificate too soon. ^ ^ 

Moral Instruction. — The Scriptures are read in about half of the fifty-six 
schools. The effects are invariably good. No other modes of moral in- 
struction are used. One school is opened by prayer and singing. 

Public Sentiment. — The prevailing public sentiment is decidedly favorable 
to common schools, and to the common school system of our State. I am 
glad to be able to report, that Shrewsbury district has resolved to establish 
public schools, and conform to the school law. There will be no report 
from that district this year, (to June 1, 1863,) but, in future, the blanks 
opposite its name will be filled In several districts there are individuals 
who are opposed to public schools, from penuriousness, or other reasons ; 
but I am satisfied that the system is acceptable to a vast majority. 
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SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY.— A. N. Bullard. 

School Houses. — Thirteen new school houses were erected during the 
year, all good, when compared with those they take the place of. It is not 
deemed important to name all the houses that are thought to be so insuffi* 
cient as to be uncomfortable and injurious to the pupils; but I find by re- 
fering to my note book, that there are in the county 120 houses wholly unfit, 
some 36 first class, or good ones, and the rest can be made comfortable by 
proper repairs. In regard to the location of our school houses, I find bat 
16, (out of 260,) with what I would call good locations, 34 more with mid- 
dling good ones, but the location of all the rest is decidedly bad, and many 
of them unhealthy. 25 houses have play grounds, 26 shade trees, while all 
the rest have neither play grounds nor shade trees. When will the 
time come that the children attending our schools can have a spot of 
ground that they can call their own, on which to enjoy their sports 
and recreations? Every school house should have attached to it play 
grounds, shade trees and proper out-buildings. I deem such appendagea 
about as essential as windows to admit light, or stoves to impart warmth. 
About 70 houses are well ventilated, while the rest have very low ceilings 
and no regard paid to a proper ventilation. Friends of the young, you who 
desire that their physical and intellectual faculties shall be properly trained 
and improved, can you inform us who it is that indirectly assists in murder^ 
ing the innocents ? If you are at a loss how to answer that question, just 
visit for one afternoon, one of our 7 by 9 shanties, called school houses, in 
V which are crowded from 50 to 70 scholars, and then I think you will be 
able to answer it. But we have reason to be greatly encouraged, for, when 
new houses are built, very many of the errors are corrected. 

Furniture, — Not more than three or four houses were supplied during 
the year with good furniture, and even those with not a sufficient quantity. 
Nearly all the rest yet contain inconvenient and injurious furniture. In 104 
houses I found the ''young Americas'' using the soft side of slabs for scats, 
without backs, and at such a distance from the floor that the little ones could 
not rest their feet upon the floor. There are, however, a few noble excep- 
tions. The directors of Great Bend borough have enlarged their school 
building, making of it a very pleasant one, and furnishing one of the rooms 
with improved &eats and desks, and a large supply of black-board surface 
and other suitable apparatus. I find yet in the. county some 60 houses 
without any black-board surface, and many others with much less than is 
needed. 

The Schx>ols. — In addition to the well graded school in the borough of 
New Milford, which has been in a very flourishing condition since its com- 
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mencement, the directors of Great Bend and Montrose boroaghs have, dur- 
ing the year, partially graded their schools, and are well pleased with the 
results. We have yet in the county some 50 schools that are neither 
graded nor properly classified. The rest are well classed, and generally 
well supplied with suitable text-books. 

Teachers. — The number of teachers in the county that gave perfect satis- 
faction was 70, that gave reasonable satisfaction 190, while the number 
that failed of success was much less than usual. During my term of office 
I have granted 27 professional certificates, and in no instance have those 
holding professional certificates failed to give satisfaction. The increase of 
female teachers during the year was considerable, but the exact proportion 
I am udable to state. Our female teachers have generally met with as good 
success as our male teachers, and we do not suffer by the change. 

Visitation. — I have during the year visited 240 of the schools once, 30 
twice, 12 three times and a few the fourth time. The length of time spent 
in each school would average about one and a half hours. Where the 
schools receive regular, or even occasional visits from parents and directors, 
the good effect is readily discovered. 

District Secretaries. — In not more than two or three districts in the county 
do the secretaries act as district superintendents, and I do not know of any 
distinguished instances of success as the result of such services, or of any 
important mode of proceeding on their part. 

District Institutes. — District institutes have been held on alternate Satur- 
days, under the act of 1862, in nearly every district of the county, and a 
large proportion of the teachers have attended them. The general results 
of those institutes was not, I believe, as good as was desired or even ex- 
pected. In a few of the townships th^e success attending them was good, 
in others almost or quite a failure. In townships where all the teachers 
were females, and young, with but little if any experience in conducting 
such meetings, but very little was accomplished. In order to make them 
beneficial to teachers and schools, the directors and other friends of good 
schools must lend their assistance. If these institutes can have the aid of 
all those interested, the good that will be accomplished will be incalculable. 
The "County Teach^rs^ Association" was re-organized soon after my term 
of office commenced, and has rapidly increased in usefulness from that time 
to the present. It holds four meetings annually, and during all the war 
excitement the attendance has been very large and the exercises spirited 
and profitable. ^ , 

Moral Instruction. — I should think the Scriptures were regularly read in 
about one-half of the schools of the county, and that some time was devoted 
to the imparting of moral instruction by other methods, and in a few in- 
itances by the use of books prepared for that purpose. While a very large 
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•hare of the children of the county are making commendable advancement 
in all the ordinary branches taught in the common schools, and some even 
in branches not required by our laws, the moral training of quite too large 
a number of them is sadly neglected. Our teachers can, if they will, exert 
A powerful influence over the morals of their pupils. In my judgment this 
is the most essential part of an education, and directors and parents should 
see to it, that no teachers are employed that are not well qualified to im- 
part sound moral instruction. 

Public Sentiment. — The prevailing public sentiment in reference to the 
value of the common school, is constantly improving, though perhaps not 
as rapidly as might be desired. Funds are being raised in several town- 
ships by tax, for the first time, with which to erect new school houses. In 
some districts where the people were at first bitterly opposed to a building 
tax, the public sentiment has so changed, that they are now building two 
new houses each year. I was quite fearful that when this terrible war was 
fully inaugurated, it would injure our schools very much, but such has not 
been the fact up to the present time. The people seem quite willing to at- 
tend to the proper education of the young, and to put forth their efforts to 
crush out this maliciously wicked rebellion at the same time. One encour- 
aging feature of the improved state of public sentiment, is the fact that the 
subject of graded schools is being discussed in a number of the townships. 
We certainly have the material, and should have in operation, within the 
next two years, at least ten good graded schools. 

Suggestions. — In my judgment the four months' term should be abandoned 
by legislative enactment, for one of at least six months' duration. Our 
terms of school are decidedly too short. Where but little capital is invest- 
ed, large returns cannot be expected. When children spend two-thirds of 
the year in manual labor or amusement, (or what is still worse, in idleness,) 
it must be expected that their minds will become estranged from studious 
habits, and that they will learn to hate the control and confinement of the 
school room. The same apathy and indifference must also enter the minds 
of parents, thereby depriving the children of their so much needed aid and 
encouragement. Let our school term be fixed by law at six months. Then 
let it be increased by the directors and people as much as possible. Let the 
qualifications be their guide in selecting the teacher for the all important 
work in the school room ; give him the sympathy and co-operation he needs, 
and the work will be done, and well done. It was clearly the intention of 
the originators of our present school system, that the wealth of the State 
should be used to educate the children of the State. Such being the case, 
I cannot see why the moneys for school purposes should not be raised by a 
general tax. As an illustration, we find that in some counties, with a tax 
of 2^ or 3 mills on the dollar of valuation, for school purposes, they are able 
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to keep their scboolg open 8 or 9 months daring the year, while others are 
obliged to levy a tax of 10 mills or more for school purposes, and yet can 
bave but a trifle over four months school each year. This certainly is mi 
OFil that should be remedied. If we are to have a free school system, let 
08 have one that is free, and one that will use the property of the State, so 
as to bear alike upon all classes, to educate the children of the State Let 
the amount needed for the support of all the schools in the State, say for 8 
months or more each year, be raised by a uniform tax upon the property of 
the State, and divided by the Department of Common Schools to the dis- 
tricts, according to the number of pupils attending school in each. 

In conclusion, I would tender my warmest thanks to the teachers and friends 
of education, for their uniform kindness and attention. 
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School Houses. — School houses built during the year, 14, a majority of 
which are after the more improved models. Directors are beginning to pay 
more attention to ventilation and convenience than formerly ; yet there is a 
sad disregard as to proper arrangements for heating and ventilating ; some, 
and perhaps the large majority, /or^e^^ing that vitiated atmosphere in a room 
containing from fifty to sixty pupils, is most improperand unprofitable for brain 
work or health of the children. But so long as this work is performed by men 
who cannot tell what constituent elements compose the air we breathe, or 
who do not know but that carbonic acid gas is as essential to the support 
of animal life as oxygen, so long will our school houses be materially defec- 
tive in respect to ventilation and heating. ' 

Furniture. — The large majority of school houses in this county are illy 
supplied with suitable furniture. A few are well supplied. 

Apparatus. — Elk is the only district in the county whose schools are well 
supplied with apparatus. The efi'ect and advantage of apparatus upon a 
school is most valuable. No one can teach children well by any other than 
the "object method.'* 

Schooh. — I have no instance of the establishment of graded schools to 
report during the year. There are no schools in the county in which some 
Bort of classification is not attempted. I apprehend there is no question of 
greater moment to the prosperity of the schools than that of a proper classi- 
fication and gradation. In many instances it is quite probable very crude 
ideas are entertained as to grading and classifying schools. What would 
be thought of the merchant, who, upon returning from the city, should heap 
ap his great variety of articles, in a confused mass, in the middle of the 
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floor, and announce himself ready for trade ? Would he succeed ? Or, what 
should we think of the farmer who has no system or plan of work, but who 
runs constantly from morning till night from one thing to another ? We are 
beginning to profit by experience. The people have begun to think and 
"compare notes." The teacher who attempts to manage a school in which 
he has more classes than pupils, and where each scholar ''says his lesson" 
alone, is justly classed with the "fossils" of some former age, and has no 
business in the school room. The classification of the school is left almost 
entirely to the teachers, and they encounter in some districts not a little 
difficulty, growing out of the great multitude of books of different kinds. 
The directors have done well in a majority of the districts ; in a few the law, 
in this respect, is too laxly administered, and many times inefficiency is 
charged to teachers, when, in reality, it rests upon others. In connection 
with the subject of graded schools, I suggest that Nelson, Westfield, (village,) 
Covington borough, Mansfield and Gray's Valley, (in Sullivan,) ought to 
establish graded schools, and their superior excellence, practicability and 
economy would, with proper management, soon be demonstrated. 

Teachers. — I examined during the year 44'i applicants for certificates. 
Of this number I refused certificates to 42, or nearly 10 por cent. I renewed 
and endorsed 29 certificates in meritorious cases. Of the whole number of 
teachers examined, 28 received the "county" or "professional" certificate. 
Adding 24 who had received the county certificate before, the total teaching 
force in this county is 455. Rigid examinations have prevented many who 
were doubtful of success from applying for certificates, while they have 
formed a great stimulus to others to become better qualified for their respon- 
sible duties. I have the pleasure of reporting the great majority of teachers 
as having succeeded well, so far as I have been able to visit their schools to 
ascertain. Not a single teacher in the county, holding the county certificate, 
but that acquitted himself with honor. Our teachers are gradually improv- 
ing, and could they get steady employment and fair compensation there 
would be an induce^nent for teachers to remain in the profession. 

Examinations. — The examinations have been largely attended by teachers, 
directors and citizens. I have been called upon but few times by directors 
to hold private examinations. The best class of teachers unanimously come 
out to the public examinations, so much so that it has become a matter of 
suspicion for a teacher to seek a private examination. 

Certificates. — Upon the subject of certificates the public generally need 
more accurate information. Too many believe now, as was believed years 
ago, that a certificate signifies competency to teach. Not so. The super- 
intendent may show by his marking in the certificate that the holder is in- 
competent. No intelligent board of directors employ a teacher whose cer- 
tificate is marked 3, 4 and 5 in the branches. In a large majority of districts 
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where the law is well carried out, boards of directors appoint a day on which 
to meet the teachers and citizens together, and make the appointment of 
teachers. They require, in every instance, the applicants for schools to 
present to the board a valid certificate, in default of which no contract is 
entered into with them. They grade the wages according to the grade of 
certificate. And not a single instance has come to my knowledge of a teacher 
holding a certificate of Ts and 2's making a failure. There are two or three 
districts in the county that pay but little attention to the grade of certificate, 
and they usually employ teachers w^|0 cannot get schools elsewhere. Their 
schools are, as the legitimate fruits of their own work, quite ordinary. It 
seems to have been the intent of the "provisional" certificate that every ap- 
plicant should have his qualifications, be they "good" or "poor," marked in 
the certificate as a guide to directors, and upon their shoulders was to rest 
the burden of discriminating between the "good" and "poor," and to employ 
none but those who could produce evidence of sufficient scholarship to teach. 
In a few instances it was found that this latitude of discretionary power was 
either abused or neglected, or that directors would shrink from its proper 
performance. Hence it became necessary to fix a standard of marking below 
which county superintendents would not go. It is my decided opinion, under 
the present order of things, and perhaps for the next generation, that we 
cannot dispense with the "provisional*' certificate, for the reason, if no other, 
that a supply of teachers, large enough to fill the schools, cannot be found 
who come up to the standard for a "county" or "professional" certificate. 
What we may be able to do in future remains to be seen. With faith, co- 
operation and perseverance we can do much. 

Visitations. — I made 235 visitations to the schools during the year, or 
one to each school, on an average. The length of the visit varied, accord- 
ing to the size of the school, and other circumstances, from half an hour to 
half a day. Average length, about two hours. Visits are frequently made 
in most districts by directors, parents and citizens. Yet there is a lack of 
a more thorough, competent local supervision. 

District Secretaries. — But few of the boards of directors have appointed 
their secretaries to visit the schools. The services of a competent officer 
would be valuable. 

District Institutes. — Every district in the county, almost without excep- 
tion, made some sort of an effort to establish, and keep up, these institutes. 
Very few, however, have been thoroughly organized. Too many teachers 
look upon this as a holiday, and devote their time to amusement, rather 
than work in the institute. 

Moral Instruction. — The Bible was read in nearly every school in the 
county. No text- book, upon this subject, has been used, with few excep- 
tions. 
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Public Sentiment. — There is hardly a man in the connty, of whatever 
profession or vocation, who will not, when put to the test, avow himself a 
friend of common schools. A large majority of the better-informed public 
are fast friends of our present system. The system is being better under- 
stood ; its humane and elevating design is perceived ; and its enemies, though 
never large in number, or formidable in character, are gradually falling out 
of rank and file, and disappearing altogether. 

The War and Schools. — An intestine commotion, of the magnitude of 
the existing rebellion in our country, caanot but affect schools, in common 
with every other branch of business and industry. It furnishes a somewhat 
plausible pretext to exercise what some may conceive to be economy, by 
way of withholding necessary support, and frightens the timid into mea- 
sures which, in their cooler moments of reflection, they would not sanction. 
But, taking all the circumstances into consideration, it is a wonder that the 
schools have done so well ; and directors, generally, are entitled to great 
credit, for their prompt and energetic action in carrying out the law. There 
can be no brighter evidence of the soundness of their patriotism and ex- 
cellence of their motives. 

Borne Agencies. — I owe a debt of gratitude to our county papers, for the 
free access to their columns always tendered to me. They have shown 
themselves valuable friends to the cause of education during my term of 
office. Our academies and high schools are doing a good work by way of 
preparing teachers; and with the Mansfield State Normal school in our 
midst, in full and successful operation, we have a bright and promising 
future before us. 

Summary of Labor. — The following is a summary of the principal work 
performed during my term of office. From this it can be judged whether I 
have had much time to be idle: 1. I held 117 district examinations, all of 
which were public, and examined in these classes 1,598 applicants for cer- 
tificates. I also held, by written request from boards of directors, 24 "pri- 
vate'' or "special" examinations, at which 55 applicants were examined. 
2. I made, during my term of office, 893 official visits to the schools of the 
county, making, on an average, about one visit to each school yearly. I 
have not been able to do this in every instance, as some schools were not in 
sesftion during my visitations in their section of the county, and to go the 
whole length of the county to visit one school, would not be a judicious oet- 
lay of time. 3. I attended 63 connty and district institutes, common school 
pic-nics, celebrations and educational meetings, and at these gatherings 
gave 59 lectures, addressee and "talks" upon subjects nearly or remotely 
coiiiiected with the schools and the administration of the office. 4*. I de« 
reied 750 days to active official duty, which, together with office work, abo«|' 
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completely occupied my whole time. 5. I traveled, in discharge of official 
duty, about 9,705 miles, a distance, at the rate of 40 miles a day, that would 
require more than 280 days constant driving to perform. 6. I wrote 966 
official letters to directors, teachers and others, upon topics connected with 
the office. 7. I attended to 12 cases of difficulty in person. 
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School Souses. — In Limestone district the directors erected a new school 
house, on too economical a plan to give a sufficient amount of pure air ta 
the pupils, the ceiling being only about eight feet and six inches high. — 
Otherwise the house is good, and the furniture calculated to make the pupils 
feel at home. In New Columbia (White Deer district) a very substantial 
two-story brick building has been erected, which gives the scholars of that 
village and vicinity the benefit of two graded schools, instead of being 
crowded into one badly ventilated room, as heretofore. The directors of 
Lewisburg have erected a splendid two-story house, with four rooms. The 
building is of the same dimensions as the one erected in 1855-56, in South 
ward, described in "Class III, No. 6," Pennsylvania School Architecture, 
though the style is different. The house will be conJ^leted by the opening 
of the next school term. 

School Furniture. — The furniture is gradually improving in the different 
schools. Maps of the world were placed in twenty schools, and twenty-six 
were furnished with Wilson's school and family charts. 

Graded Schools. — Graded, 27 ; ungraded, 54. 

Visitations. — Visited once, 81; twice, 33. Ill health prevented me from 
visiting all the second time. Duration of each visit, (average,) 2;^ hours; 
whole number of days devoted to official duty. 111; number miles traveled 
on official duty, 704; number of official letters written, 64; number of 
teachers examined, 98; number of certificates granted, (provisional,) 87; 
number of professional certificates granted, 2 ; number of rejected appli- 
cants, 11. 

District Institutes. — These w0re regularly held in Lewisburg, for Lewis- 
burg and East Buffalo ; in New Berlin, for New Berlin, Union and Inde- 
pendent districts ; while the teachers of Hartley, Lewis and Hartleton, 
Limestone, Buffalo, West Buffalo, Kelly and White Deer, held their institutes 
at the different school housea of their respective districts. In some of these 
diatricts the teachers were much aroused to a sense of duty. Two sessioB** 
A day did not seem to satisfy them. Evening sessions were frequently held, 
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which wore well attended by the citizens of the neighborhood. Most of the 
teachers went into the work heart and hand. 

County Institutes, — The almost impassable roads, and the prevalence of 
small pox in Lewisburg, at the time of holding the county institute, pre- 
vented many of our teachers from attending. About one-half were present 
The meetings were interesting, and many valuable thoughts were suggested 
by the different teachers, upon whom alone the work depended. 

Mode of Examining. — I adopted, so far as practicable, the standard sug- 
gested by the committee of county superintendents, at the last educational 
convention, at Uarrisburg. After pointing out to the applicants the diflfer- 
ent degrees of advancement necessary to obtain figures 1, 2, or 3, on their 
certificates, I requested them to mark, opposite the different branches in 
which they desired to be examined, such figures as they thought they could 
reach in the examination. This was, as several teachers remarked, "di- 
viding the responsibility." The cases were very rare in which I found the 
marks too high. There were more instances in which modesty caused them 
to make the figure too low ; but, in the majority of cases, they placed an 
honest value on their attainments. 

Female Teachers, — In one of our rural districts female teachers had an 
opportunity to prove, to doubting patrons, that they can teach and govern 
country schools as well as male teachers. Their number is gradually in- 
creasing, and their usefulness is becoming more appreciated. 

Summer Schools, — These have been kept open, as heretofore, though 
more of them by subscription, than by the school directors. The number 
was about 35 ; the duration of the term about 5 months. 

The War. — The war has, so far, not materially affected our schools, 
further than taking from our midst some of our most efficient teachers; bat 
we have always had a reserve of teachers, who found employment in other 
counties. These, with a slight increase of female teachers, have, so far 
supplied the place of those, who, in answer to our country's call, have gone 
forth to put down rebellion, instead of ignorance. 

The Past and the Future. — If I have not realized all the improvements 
in our schools I had hoped to see when my duties began eight years ago, 
I have, at least, the assurance, that in the majority of cases more could 
not have been reasonably expected; while those who are complaining, and 
justly, too, that their schools did not improve, should first ask themselvef 
whether they are not responsible for the failure. Did they co-operate with 
the teacher ? Did they help to adopt the suggestions of the county super- 
intendent ? If they can say yes, the fault is not theirs. 

In taking leave of my o£Scial daties, I must tender my thanks to the 
teachers and school directors, for their hearty co-operation in advancing the 
Interest and improvement of the schools under my care, and for their many 
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acts of kindness; to the scholars, for their jrenoral respeot to their teachers 
and others; to the e«litors of our county papers, for the deep interest they 
have miiiiifestetl in the caiise of education, and to ihe friends whose hos- 
pitality I so often shared. 
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//*i?/sr.<. — Erected dnrinpr the year, C'intun, 1; Cnrnplnnler, 2; Crfiuberry, 
Ij Hickory, 1, well fnii.shed and Hliractivc, l»ul sni:ill: Irwin, 1; Jackson, 
2, v«'ry crciliMble, alter plan of School Architecture, with «i;raded desk.s ; 
Sainly ('reck, 1, cunifort»hh', desks jrraih-d, black- lfor*rd exiendinfr to the 
floor; Snirar ("reck, 1, irradi'd desks with slits in !<•]) for ileposiiinii: slates; 
Tion^^ta. 1; tntnl, 11. T!m- houses lire g<MHM-ally t<»o small, with little or 
no nu'iin-^ of venlihition, diminutive windows and illy cnnstructrd and ar- 
ran^red dc^k.'^. In Allegheny, Canal nml President the directors <io not levy 
a buihiin^ lax, but perniil the peoph' to build and tuke care of the houses. 
The consequence is Urit some of the houses in those districts are very small, 
moYO sIh'Hs, unlini.-hed inside and out, badly seated and totally unfit for 
winter school. I look u[)on this luethod as pernii'ious and antagonistic to 
the si^rilof the school law. If the department would issue a small pamph- 
let edition of School Architecture, or attach a few ija.i:'cs to the annual report 
or school law, ciHiiv.iuin.i^ a few plan^ for scIm.oI hon>cs in the rural districts, 
on an econtunicvil scale, a reform might be etVerte.]. The Pennsylvania 
iScho<d ArciiiUcture has been lost in many di>trl(-t-. The houses planned 
in that work -ire e(»n.-i<ler«Ml, by many, too co.-tly lor ]>r)or lli^tricts, and as a 
eonsC(|Ucm;c, have not Ixm'u jren<M'ally adnpted. 

Ftirriifnt','. mui Ain>nrotv.s. — Tnder this heal, 1 ran report but little im- 
provenivul. The furniture is seldom chani:;ed until the house is changed j 
5 hou-vs are withoui black-boards; 3') have an insufli<*icnt allowanc'o; 4-1 
still hiivc the lorif.' dt^sks aniund the sides of the room. The best furui.^hed 
richo.'j in tlio (Miunty is the «u!e in Franklin, {;juglii by Mr. G. A. AValker, 
whicii is supplied with (juyoCs outline maps, eharts of «'very description, 
booKs and conveniences at an expense of over ?*20i^ to the liberal and ener- 
t^et-e teachiT. 

ftfAr,o/,s. — An err«.>rt at irradation was made in Cherry Tree, (Ind.,) Coo- 
per:-:i«)wn. b'ranklin and IMcasantville. The sche>ls uf Franklin were divided 
into three grades, the remainder into two. 

7Vrtc/»crx. — About ITiO teachers gave reasonable satisfaction. The ratio 
of male and female tcach<irs was nearly the same as last year. There are 
at few observing minds that can doubt but that female teachers are to be 
12 
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placed on an equality, at least, with those of the other sex, whatever may he 
the opinions of some in refrard to their superiority. The numerous failures 
are not to be attributed to the sex. Mon<'tary considerations, want of judg- 
ment, favoritism, &c., often lead to the sctlin^r aside of competent lady 
teachers to make way for those wanting in experience, scholarship, judg- 
ment or dignity. 

Visitation. — During the year I made 270 visits, averaging 2^ hours each, 
traveling in the performance of duty 1,911 miles. A slight improvement 
was manifested in the number of visits made b}' directors nnd parents. 
Did directors and parents visit the schools more frequently, a deeper in- 
terest would be felt, a better understanding had of their own tmd of the 
teacher's duties, and a more hearty co-operation given. For want of a 
proper knowledge of what is requisite, parents often prevent directors and 
teachers from exercising their better judgment in managing tlip affairs of 
the school. 

District Secreiarieft. — Tn Jackson and Kingsley the secretary was em- 
ployed as district superintendent. 13nth w<t<^ elficieut and faithful officers. 
Much praise is due the S(?cretary of Pinegrove, who has for a nujuber of 
years acted in the capacity of district sui)erintendent with untiring zeal, 
and without expense to the district. AViiere energetic and competent men 
are employed, much good is accomplished, and the office instead of being 
an expense, is an absolute economy, \ 

Didrict Insfif}ff('si — During the winter district institutes were held in 14 
townships, with variou.-^ degrees of success. In some ^districts, where the 
teachers felt little interest in their work, and the directors wfire not vervstren- 
uous, the institute was little better than a failure, while in .other districts, 
where an opposite state of aflTairs existed, a highly beneficial Result was ob- 
tained. About 100 teachers were in attendance at these instihites. 26 of 
the meetings were attended by myself. s^ 

Moral Insfrvrfion. — The Scriptures were daily read in 125 schcV>ls; not 
read in 38. p]very opportunity has been improved to impress upon tv'achers 
the importance of moral training, and their duty in regard to it. Th^'s sub- 
ject is receiving more attention in tfie school room than formerly. 

Public Sentiment. — Wherever the provisions of the school sy.steni are 
faithfully and lib<;rally att(inded to, a healthy sentiment exists in refet'ence 
to the value of the common schools, and nearly nil existing opposition is 
traceable to a direct violation of the law. or tr a meagre carrying out ot its 
intentions. 

Progress. — Considerable improver.ent has been made by the teacher? in 
their modes of teaching. A more natural and pleasing method of primary 
iastraction is gradually taking the place of the irrational and dry proces'S 
fonner days. More regard is had to the early and systematic developmen 
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«f the perceptive faculties. Slates are placed in the hands of the little ones 
upon entering school, and they are taught to do and to tell, as well as to know. 
More thoroup:hness in the various branches is perceptible, and a greater dc< 
f^ree of system in teaching and managing the school prevails. 



WARREN COUNTY— W. F. Dalrymple. 

School ffousics. — There have been six school houses built the past year in 
this county, 1 in Deerfield, 1 in Columbus, 1 in Farmington, (by subscription,) 
1 in Freehold, 1 in Pittsfield and 1 in Sugar Grove; and Brokenstraw, Cone- 
wango, Glade, Kinzua and Spring Creek, have provided for the erection of 
buildings the present year, wliich nearly supplies the requisite houses, except 
in two or three townships. The houses built were generally well arranged; 
one or two, however, had not sufficient black-board space, nor room for re- 
citation of classes. The best house was erected by the directors of Free- 
hold. It is a commodious two-story building, with two large school rooms, 
and necessary closets, arranged so as to combine modern improvements, and 
handsomely duished. It is well located, has a large yard, fenced and set 
out with shade trees. Upon the whole, it reflects much credit to that town- 
ghip, and speaks well for the liberal views of their directors. 

Furniture and Apparatus. — But little improvement was made in this di- 
rection. Columbus borough furnished one of their school rooms with first- 
class seats and desks, the standards and arms of which are iron. The di- 
rectors of Mead, Shettield and Wrightsville, supplied large maps for their 
schools, but some teachers did not make the use of them intended. These 
maps are quite superior of their kind, but outline maps, perhaps, are better 
adapted for use in schools. An enlarged black-board space is very much 
needed in many of the houses. 

In^itulea. — District institutes were organized so as to accommodate a 
majority of the districts, and generally with encouraging results. Many ob- 
stacles, however, are in the way of their success in parts of this county, which 
can only be overcome by persevering efforts. Teachers evince a desire to 
enjoy their advantages, after walking to them, a long distance over bad 
roads, but at times cannot attend without the assistance of patrons of the 
schools, which 1 trust will be cheerfully given as their objects become better 
understood. Were boards to provide, by agreement with their district sec- 
retary, for his attendance at the institute of his township, it is believed it 
would be found a wise measure. We held one county institute which con- 
vened at Columbus, and continued four days. The attendance, though not 
la;^, was quito satisfactory, and the influence gave a healthy impulse to 
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educational improvemont. Supcrinttmdont Savagro, of Erie couritr, anrf 
Prof. Bates, of ITarriHhurg, favored us with their presence, and contributed 
much to the interest of the aessions. A joint institute was also held with 
Erie and Crawford counties. 

Ttacht'r>i, — A larg:er number of female teachers was employed the past 
year than in any previous year. Over 200 teachers tauij^ht during the year, 
of whom 19 wore males. The male teachers had not ])roviouf?Iy Ixmmi less 
than on»'-ihird of the whole number. The chan«re, I believe, cannot bo re- 
garded as prejudicial to our educational ]6roirrcsfs. A cun;ful di.s'M'etion, 
bow^ever, is requisite to select qualilications and experience adapted to the 
school iiHS'irned. Amonu: the advantages re.^ultin|jr, the same teachers fre- 
quently taujrht the same schools, durinj]^ the summer and winter term, and 
assumin.i': the responsibility of tin; winter term, which had beeii denied them, 
the ol»li':aiion was recojrnizt.'d, of the importance of full preparation for their 
new relations to the educaHonal interests of the county, which. t(»L^elher 
with the prospect of lonir^'r (srnployment, at increased WHpces. has g-iven h 
new impulse to improvmiCnt, and introduced among us many teaihers of 
acknowh {Jired merit. 

Vrt'i rfoi\^. — Marked improvement has been maile in several districts, by 
the el>*«^vl^ of their directors, cleaily demonstrating tbntthe power to corrert 
evils u!id*a' the system, is found in school boards, llecognizing the fact. 
**as is the teacher so is the schoo V an interest was manifested to asiM-rtain 
the litness and (pialifications of tea<*hers before engaging; atte»uiing exami- 
nations for this purpose, or re(iuirin;jf a cop}' of each a})plicants certiticate to 
be deposited with the secretary before considering his claims, an<i after full 
examinMtion of relative merits, giving preference. gra<ling wages accordiTig 
to quali.'ications, and always selecting the hest to be had; for an earnest, 
intelligent, board of directors will not sulTer their schools to be taught by in- 
oomiJ^'tent tearhers. 

T/ie War. — The elTect of the war upon our schools is noticeable in absence 
of male teachers, diminished att<'ndancc of the larger boys, and the drcreas- 
od int'.rest in projects of imf)rovement for the benefit of schools, resulting 
from the jibsoibing interest of all classes in war movements. But ihe schoijj 
term ha^ Jint been shortened in a single <iistrict, nor obstacles intiMilionally 
placed in the way of progress; a feeling prevailing that the war gives a 
itro?ig argument in favor of the geiu^ral difVusion of knowledge. And the 
patriotic- M! of Warren county is so earnest, that she honors all drat'ts. mad« 
for the welfare, integrity and perpetuity of free institutions, whether for men 
to fight their battles, or means to qualify her youth to become their deposi- 
taries, and rightly to exerei.se the duties of citizenship. 

Cornplanfer Indiana. — This school the past year showed a good progress, 
ftnd bad the hearty support of those whom it was designed to beacGt. Tb« 
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<^[itirc nnnibor of pupils reported in attendance was 36, of whom 27 wore 
Indian cliildnn and 9 white children. The school was taught 4 months, bj 

Mip>* Ilelleri Fisher, at $lti per month ^vil? 00 

Miss Cynfliiii Case, the teacher in cliarj^e of the school the present 

year, one and one-half luunths, at $16 per month 24- 00 

Incidental oxpensi»s, for books, cVc 5 00 



\):i 00 



WASIIIXOTCN COUNTY.— A. J. BrFFiNOToN. 

School II}Uffefi. — Thirteen school houses were erected durinpr the year. 
nil of which are commodious, comfortuhle frame buildings, supplied with 
ample black- Iioiird surface, and furnished with the common box (h\sk and 
seat. The foiluwiiig houses are so insufficient as to be uncomfortable, in- 
couvenlent, and injurious to thi; puj)iis: Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8, Am well; 
Nos. 1, 2 and 3, We^t ijrownsvllle : Xos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8, Buffalo; 
Soti. 1, 2, 3 and 4, Cauonsburg; No. 2, Canton; Nos. 1 and 2, Claysville; 
Nos. 1 Jind 2, (iin.'enfiehl; No. 1, Millsboro'; Nos. 1, 8, 10 and 11, Somer- 
set; Nos. 4 and (3, Fallowlield; Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, Independence; No. 
f>, Franklin; N-js. 1 aEid 4, Ka>t lJ«'i.hlehem ; Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, East 
Pike 11 un. The above buildings are brick, with the exception of five, to 
which may be added the following frame buildings: No. 1, Allen; No. 5, 
West Hetl-Irlicm; No 1, Cross Itoiirls; Nos. 1 and 2, Donegal ; Nos. 5 and 
7, Kasi riiiley ; No. 3, Wesl Finley; Nos. 2, 3,4 and 8, Manover; Nos. 1, 
4 and 5, Jiilrrson; No. 4, .Mount J'leasant; Nos. 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6 and 7, 
Smith; and Nos. 1, 4 and f), Robinson. The above houses are small, low 
in the ceiling, miventilated, unpaintcd, poorly seated, and unprovided with 
builiciont black-board surface. Houses are under contract to supply the 
places of twelve of them. I have observed that almost all the brick school 
housrs in the rural districts are cracked, owing to the shallowness of their 
founda lions. The last log school house in the county, situated in West 
Bethlehem, gave place to a line, substantial frame building, the present 
year. 

Funnttirr. — Fourteen school rooms were furnished with the common box 
desks and seats, the present year. There are eighty-two school rooms which 
contain inconvenient and injurious furniture. »Suflicient attention has not 
been i>aid to miiking the seats ami desks neat, convenient and comfortable, 
and ada})ling ihem to pupils of different sizes. All the black-board surface 
made upon lathed plastering has proved entirely worthless. The evil prac- 
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tice of defacing school houses and furniture, by rude pupils, under negligent 
teachers, is one which loudly calls for redress. This remark is especially 
applicable to the school houses of East and West Bethloheui districts. Di- 
rectors should hold teachers responsible for the school property. The Wash- 
ington Union school building is in happy contrast with the above examples. 
The taste and watchful care of the principal, Captain Ahxandor Wishart, 
his assistants, and their pupils, in ornamenting the school rooms and grounds, 
and preserving them, is truly commendable. 

Teachers. — Two hundred and twenty-two gave reasonable satisfaction, 
of whom fifty-four held professional certificates. There were eight more 
female than male teachers; an increase of seventy-nine over last year.— 
They have rendered general satisfaction, and when promptly and faithfully 
sustained by the directors, they have succeeded well in controlling the 
schools. 

Vitiitation. — I visited all the schools of the county, except a few that were 
not in session when near them, or that I could not reach without great in- 
convenience. The average length of the visits was about one hour and forty 
minutes. This time, though short, enabled me to hear one class in each 
branch, examine the copy-books and monthly reports, note the order and ' 
condition of the school, and make such suggestions, and give such encourage- 
ment, to teacher and pupils, as they appeared to need. I have every reason 
to believe that the visit, and the anticipation of it, had a very good effect 
upon the schools. 

District Secretaries^. — The secretaries of Independence, South Strabane, 
Union and East Pike Run, acted as district superintendents. Their visits 
stimulated the teacher and pupils to greater exertion. A full and correct 
report of the condition of the school, made and read to the board of directors, 
and to the schools at a subsequent visit, would add much to the interest of 
the visits and usefulness of the district superintendency. 

District Inatituten. — All the districts in the county, except Washington 
and Canton, organized district institutes. The general effect of these in- 
stitutes has been to arouse a spirit of inquiry and emulation among the 
teachers, and to create a co-operating, healthful public sentiment in favor 
of the school system. The district institute of Ea.st Finley, though com- 
posed of young teachers, for the most part females, was a complete success. 
The directors met with them regularly, and at the close of each mouth ex- 
amined and approved their reports, and issued and lifted orders for the 
salaries due the teachers. They exacted punctual and regular attendance, 
iSning absentees $1 50 per day, and proportionally for a part of a day. The 
officers of the institute were equally exacting in requiring every one to per- 
form whatever duty was assigned. They met at the different school hoases 
consecntiyely, visited the school in the forenoon, which was taught by tha 
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regular teacher, and, after a recess, id which all present partook of refresh- 
ments prepared hy the patrons of the school, they commenced their regular 
order of exercise, which was as follows: Class drills on lessons assigned at 
the previous meeting; select reading; short topical lectures; reading, dis- 
cussing and answering the questions deposited in the query box. Each 
performance was followed by criticisms and commendations. Such advanced 
pupils as desired, participated in the class drills. The institute was well 
attended by the citizens. The institutes of West Finley, Donegal, Bqjfalo, 
Somerset, Mount Pleasant, California, Greenfield and East Pike Run, were 
also very successful. Much of the success of the institute for the three last 
named districts, is attributable to the efficient labors of Prof. J. C. Gilchrist, 
who, though teaching a high hchool in an adjoining county, attended all its 
meetings. 

Moral Insfruction. — The Scriptures were regularly read in two hundred 
and twenty-three of the two hundred and seventy-one schools in the county. 
Other methods of moral instruction were used in one hundred and sixty-four 
schools. The salutary effcot of moral and religious instruction was clearly 
manifest in the Monongahela City schools. 

Public Sentiment. — The prevailing sentiment in reference to the value of 
schools, is favorable. It is most favorable where good teachers have been 
employed, and where people have been aroused by district institutes. 

Suggestion — Many of our best and most experienced teachers are leaving 
the business every year, and seeking more remunerative employment. I 
would suggest to directors the necessity of discriminating more in favor of 
such, and holding out such pecuniary considerations as would induce them 
to remain in the profession. 



WAYNE COUNTY.— E. 0. Waud. 

School Houses. — Three years ago the number of our school houses was 
I6f); they now number 183. Progress and improvement is manifested not 
only in the increased number of our school houses, but in their structure. 
In all parts of the county, old, dilapidated and uncomfortable edifices have 
been removed, and neat and substantial ones have been erected in their 
places. In some districts eveiy hou.se has been re-boilt, and in a number 
of other districts the directors have resolved to build one annually till all 
arc built. During the past year the number built was 16. They are all ex- 
ternally after plans found in the Pennsylvania School Architecture, painted 
outside and in. In a few cases the seats are not arranged as they should 
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be, so that every pupil can have access to his desk without disturbing others. 
In this work the directors are manifesting a very commendable energy, and 
the citizens are nobly sustaining them. In some districts the directors ap- 
propriate the usual amount, and the citizens coutribute in money and labor, 
and thus securt^ a larger and uibre commodious house. 

School FuTniliirf.. — There has heen a gradual improvement in a number 
•f houses, the seats and desks have been re-modeled, new and more con- 
venient tables or desks for the teac.'iiers have been supplied, walls have been 
white-washed, in a few instances fool scrapers have been furnished, and the 
general arrangement has been improved. Still there is room for improve- 
ment. In most of the houses the seats and desks are not painted and var- 
nished as they should be, and in some even pails and brooms and crayons 
are not supplied. 

Ajiparatuii. — No consideral)le portion of school apparatus has been sup- 
plied. In this respect nearly all the schools are delicicnt. Black-boards 
are found in nearly every school. In this respect there has been a gradual 
improvement irom year to year, till now, in many, nothing further is need- 
ed. In niany schools AVebb's orlhograi>hi<ral charts have been supplied. 
Ihe new house in Prompton di.-trict has been furnished with a set of Mit- 
chel's outline maps, and in the new house in Scott, near "Shad Pond,'' 
has been placed a valuable set of [»hilosophicaI charts. A few of the teach* 
ers, awan» of the importance of suitable apparatus, have supplied themselves 
with small globes, and some other pieces of apparatus, to assist them in eluci- 
dating the dilferent sciences they are calKd to teach. No school has been 
graded during the year. At Hollisterville. in Salem district, a commrulious 
house has been commcMJcrd, which, it is cxp(M*ted. will be used for a graded 
•school. Exce]»t in the nmre i)opulous districts, it is diflicult to ostabli.sh 
graded schools and su.stain them vigorously. 

Teachers. — The whole number of teachers employed during the year is 
286. Of these 82 are males, and *204- lemales. Of those employed last year, 
82 were males, lt)2femaU'S. Thus the proportion of females i^ again slightly 
increased; and it is believed the schools have not sufl'ered by the change. 
The (jpinion still seems to be gaining ground that females are better adapted, 
by nature, to be the instructors and guides of the young. Of the 286 
teachers employed, 2S held professional certificates. Of these, 10 are males 
and 18 females. So far as I have been able to ascertain, all those holding 
professional certificates, have given general satisfaction. Of the others, a 
large portion have taught with decided success. A ivw complaints have 
iKjen made; but after a careful inquiry into the facts in the ease, the com- 
plaints have generally been found to bo unreasonable, and the teachers have 
been retained by the directors. Never, it is believed, have the teachers 
given more general satisfaction. 
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VUitntionn. — Paring the year I have beou over the county throe times, 
twice in visiting the schools and once in examining the teachers. With few 
exceptions, where the schools have been closed at the time of the vis^itation, 
I have visited all the schools twice, and some neurest home three times. lu 
each school I have remained from one to three hours, averaging two hours 
in each. In all the schools I have been conlially welcomed by the teachers 
nod pupils, and judging from what 1 have seen and heard, it is believed 
these visits have been the means of good. The teachers and i)U])ils have 
been encouraged, and the general cause of education has bcM-n promoted. 
The directors, during the year, have been more faithful in the important 
duty of school visitation In many districts they have devoted theniselves 
to the work with commendable zeal. In this respect we are making pro- 
gress; still in many districts this important duty is sadly neglected by both 
parents and directors. It is not known that any have employed a district 
superintendent during the year. Amid thr iiicrrascd taxation, consequent 
upon the war, the directors have deemed it best to economise, and have not 
thought it best to employ a district superintendent. 

Didrict Jnntifulrs. — The work of holding district institutes, as refpiired 
by the act of 18G2, has been commenciMl. In iJelliany, Clinton, Dvbt'rr}^ 
Honesdalo, Mount Pleasant, Mount Pleasant, (Ind.,) Palmyra, Prompton, 
Sterling and Texas, institutes have been organi/A'd, and during part of the 
year sustained with interest and success. But where the schools are many 
miles apart, where all the teachers are females, and have no out* to assist 
them to the place of meeting, and where there are few, either of the teachers 
or directors, who feel competent to take charge of the exerciser they have 
as yet accomplished but little good. The institutes of Palmyra, and Hones- 
dale and T(!xas, ]>erhaps have been most succeshful, as in these the teachers 
are near togt^ther and can command a greater amount and variety of talent. 

Moral InUrartion, — In a large majority of the schools, Pif), the Bible is 
regularly read, and its inlhience on the minds of the pupils has been found 
to be salutary. So far as my observation has extended, and inquiries have 
been mad<*, I have no doubt but those teacheri* who severally read the Bible 
at the opening or closing of their schools, or both, are more n*s[)ecled, and 
their schools are better govt^rned and more ell'ectually taught. In nS schools 
the Bible has not been in use. Jn nearly all the schools moral instruction 
is given orally from time to time, as circumstances retiuire. 

PvihlLc Sentiment. — Open and organized opposition to the school law has 
nearly or (piite ceased. Individuals, no dt»ubt, still have their j)rejudices 
against it; but the number of such is evidently decreasing from year to 
year. As the law is better understood, and its inlluence on the schools 
is more clearly perceived, the prevailing eenliment becomes in its favor. 
Let but competent, faithful and efficient directors be elected in all the 
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diBtrictB, as the law contemplates, and opposition will speedily cease alto- 
gether. 

In my work, during the past year, I have been greatly encouraged. 
Teachers and scholars have uniformly given me a cordial recei)tion. Direc- 
tors have cheerfully co-operated with me, and citizens every where have re- 
ceived and treated me with the utmost kindness. To the people of the 
county 1 am under great obligations. 



WESTMORELAND COUNTY.— S. S. Jack. 

School Houses. — Twenty-one new houses were erected this year, ai an 
aggregate coi?t of ?;'21,3r)0. Of these, about 13 maybe considered first-class 
buildings, substantial, and possessing all the modern improvements. Those 
deserving especial mention are, in Greensburg, 1; East Huntingdon, 1; 
North Huniing<ion, 2; Ind. No. 3, 1; Mars Hill, 1; Mount Pleasant town- 
ship, 1 — 7. Greensburg, which had long been in the background in proper 
achool buildings, now takes the lead, in this respect, of any town of equal 
size in the western part of the State. The location is a fine one, the grounds 
are ample, and will be properly improved. The building is of brick ( — feet 
long and — feet wide,) two stories high, and surmounted with a handsome 
cupola. The arrangement of the whole building — the basement, school 
rooms, halls, furniture, &c., are on the most approved plan. Mount Plea- 
sant township has made a start in the right direction, by building^ at a eo8t 
of $1,400, one of the largest and best houses in the county. It is the inten- 
tion of the directors to build all good houses. 

Furnilure. — The furniture of all the new houses is about in keeping with 
the style of the buildings, being substantial and comfortable, compared with 
that usually found in houses in the rural districts. One of the old houses 
in South Huntingdon was entirely remodeled, and now presents the appear- 
ance of being habitable, which could not be said of it a year ago. Ther«^ 
are about 78 houses supplied with furniture that is inconvenient and injurious 
to those compelled to occupy it. 

Apparatus. — The new houses have been provided with good black-boards, 
and maps and primary charts supplied in a number of districts heretofore 
without any. Nothing additional has been added to the school apparatus of 
the county during the year. Globes, philosophical apparatus, &c., are almost 
entirely wanting, except as the private property ©f the teachers. 

The graded schools are the same as those reported last year. In orthography, 
reading and mental arithmetic, the classification of all the schools is pretty 
good; but in written arithmetic, geography and grammar, in quite a number 
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of instaucos, it i.s very imperfect. This results, in the majority of cases, 
from irregular attendance and a want of uniformity in text-books — in others 
from the lack of skill and enterprise on the part of the teachers. 

Teavhers. — The number of teachers employed who gave reasonable satis- 
faction, was 255. Of this number, 45 were holders of professional certificates. 
The names of quite a number, whose success was distinguished, might be 
given, but failing to reach all in my visitations, I will not particularize, lest 
others, of equal merit, be omitted. The increase in the number of female 
teachers was about 25 per cent. The effort^j made for improvement, and the 
success of all, was commendable. Examinations were held, as usual, in all 
the difTorerit townships, generally well attended. Three hundred and fifty- 
four applicants were examined; nine profes.>3ional, and three hundred provi- 
sional, certilicales were issued; forty-live applicants were rejected. The 
enforcement of the decision of the State Superintendent (No. 317, Common 
School Law) has doue much for our schools by preventing incompetent teach- 
ers from being employed to teach summer schools composed of small pupils. 
The idea that any one can teach small children is erroneous. An incompe- 
tent teacher, during one term, will throw obstacles in the way of the pupils' 
advancement that a good teacher can hardly overcome during the next. 

Viailoiioff. — About 200 schools were visited once, and 10 twice. The 
average length of visit was one and a half hours. I was frequently accom- 
panied by directors, and in a number of instances, teachers dismissed their 
schools to visit, with me, those of their neighbors. No particular instances 
of the good effect of vi.sitation by directors and citizens can be given, but my 
experience justifies me in saying, that wherever this duty is attended to we 
have better school houses, better teachers, a more regular attendance of 
pupils, more uniformity in text-books; indeed almost all the w^ants of the 
school properly supplied. Ill health prevented my visiting all the schools 
as usual. 

District secretaries merely act as secretaries of their respective boards. 
The arrangement of having a district superintendent has not been introduced 
in any of the districts of the county. 

Didrivt Lialitult'ii. — There w^ere 20 organized district institutes held on al- 
ternate Saturdays, with an aggregate membership of 270 teachers. Where 
teachers wore disposed to be careless about the advantages to be derived 
from regularity and punctuality in attending, the directors endeavored to 
secure their attendance, if not their interest, by the imposition of a fine. 
None but general results could be given, and these were most cheering. 
One meeting of the county institute was held at Greensburg, during the 
holidays, with an attendance of 200 teachers. Valuable aid was rendered 
at this meeting by superintendent Smith, of Mifflin county, and Mr. H. C. 
Fouke, of Sewickley academy, in this county. 
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Moral Instruction. — Schools in which tho Scriptures an? not read are ex- 
ceptions to tlic gonoral rule, and the want of this extM'ci.so is not from anj 
lack of morality on the part of the teachers. There has been no regular 
course of moral instruction introduced, except the reading of tho Scriptures, 
but as incidents occur for giving lessons in morality, they are improved. A 
number of schools are opened with prayer by the teacher. 

Public Senlitm'nt. — The sentiment of the people in reference to the com- 
mon school is strongly in its favor, and as its results develop themselves, is 
gradually improved. This increased interest manifests itself in our improved 
jichool buildings and furniture, a desire for blotter qualified teachers, more 
willingness to supply all the needful text-books, and the large attendance of 
citizens at examinations and educational meetings. 

Itemarks. — 1 would again respectfully call the attention of directors to the 
matters .of ttji-book^, cjrachlion of salariei^, petitions in fa\:or of tcacJiers 
and ventilation, noticed in my last annual report. Improvement has been 
made in these particulars, but there is room for still more. The evils of 
requiring pupils to study too many branches at the same time is prevalent. 
Is not this an evil common to almost all our sch(iols? We fretjuently find 
pupils attempLing to recite in all the bram*hes of the common school course, 
every day. Instead of attempting so many dilTerent sul)jects at th«i same 
time, would it not be better to require pupils to take one or two tending siu* 
dieti, with the addition {»f such general exercises and reviews as may be ne- 
cessary. In this way the different subjects would be ])res('nted in their en- 
tirety, and the ])upils would not be hurried from one thing to another almo&t 
as soon as tiiey become interested, and prepared to study with profit. The 
opportunity and necessity for continued application to a given subject would 
be afforded, and by the great economy of time to the tuachers, the work of 
h-earina leasonti could be changed to that of teackin(j. 



WYOMING COUNTY.—Jacou Dk Witt. 

School JJou.ics. — One school house, only, has been built during the year, 
•nd this is in no way note-worthy. 

Furniture and Aj)pnrotufi. — There has been no improvement, either in 
furniture or ajyparatus, demanding special notice. The houses, with a few 
exceptions, are inconveniently seated, and without furniture, excepting 
black-boards and maps of the United States. 

Schools. — No schools have been graded during the year. The school in 
Tunkhannock borough is graded. The other schools of the county are 
classified as country schools are generally. 
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Ten^'heVH. — Of ab(»tit eighty-six teachers employed, S'Miie sixty-oiVht gave 
reasonahle pntisTiiction. There were eleven with profi'ssioiial eertificates. 
These are inehnied in the sixty-eight whose teaching was reasonably f^at- 
isfactorv, with one exception. 

Visitation. — The schools were visited by the county superintendent, with 
a few exceptions, once each term; those haviug a summer and winter tenn 
receiving two visits each. The visits would average a little less than one 
hour and a half. The schools that were most successful, were generally 
visited most; but whether the success of the school hfid more inlluence in 
determining the number of visits, or the visits in <Ietermining the character 
of the school, is believed to be a debatable (|ucsti<>n. While it is, therefore, 
uncertain, how far the success of a school depends upon the visifs of pa- 
rents and directors, it is y«'t (juite certain that their imiM)rtance cannot very 
well be over-t'stimated. 

Diatrirf St t'r^'farir.n. — The more active members of the board are generally 
aelectcMl for this office, and some of them receive a slight com])cnsation for 
their s(u-viccs, which consists, however, in the discharge of the duties le- 
gitimately belonging to the oHice of secretary, such as drawing contnictJ>, 
&c. 

DiMrii't Jn.<tft(if('s — The following districts have complied with the act of 
1862, in this resjject: Meshoi>pen. Mehoopany, Fi)rkstown and Northmorc- 
laud, and C-lintun partially. I confess that they have not been rennirkably 
success Cul. 

Moral In I'f ruction. — It is the custom of a majority of our teachers to open 
school with the reading of the Scriptures. Moral instruction is not regu- 
larly given in any other manner. 

Fvhlic H-nlinitnil. — The popular mind has been so occupied with other 
topics, that tiie past year has, in no way, been n.^markable for the develop- 
ment of a sentimtMit, as aQecting the schoid system. The fact that it has, 
to some extent, been neglected, ought not to be regarded as indi«"ating the 
development (d' a sentiment a<iverse to the system. On the whole, the .sys- 
tem is believed to be regarded with increasing favor. 

Hurfie^tionii. — Where district institutes, as required by the law of 186*2, 
arc prarticabie, they are believed to be of great value. But, as a compli* 
auce with the law, in many districts, is excessively inconvenient and bur- 
densome to the teachers, its policy is (piestioned. One of our districts bap 
but one school; and in others, the distance is so great that the expense of 
female teachers, in getting to the institute, would equal, at least, one-half 
their salary. • 
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YORK COUNTY.— A. R. Bi^tr. 

Hoifftrii. — The school committees, for the last six Tea^^^, in this county, 
hftv<j done an excellent work in retjardto school houses. J*rior to this time, 
PCO where you would, in burouph or rural district, the school hr.uses always 
stood in disgraceful contrast with every other building desip:ned for public 
or private use. Now, <n'ery year adds some new improveiiKut to the con- 
struction and arrangement of these edifices. The last yi'ar. however, has 
witnessed the erection of but few: Two in Codorus, of good nuiterial. suita- 
ble size, and beaunfully located ; one in Peach Bottom town>liip, that I 
might class a model school house. 

Furniture. — I was greatly discouraged by the almost entini destitution 
of maps, globes and school apparatus. With the exception of ])liick-board« 
and Osgood's charts. 1 might say wo have really nothing. Twenty-three 
schools contain inconvenient and injurious furniture. 

The SrhooJ. — In York there arc twenty-four schools, divid<Ml into three 
grades. In Hanover there are six schools, also of three g^ad(^•^. Wrights- 
rillo has its graded schools. There are also several districts with the grades, 
**high and primary." Classification has been a complete succcs-j. as a regu- 
lar series of text-books has been adopted, and introduced into ('vt-ry district 
in the county. 

Teachc.ri'. — With but few exceptions, the teachers of the county gave 
general satisfaction. Quite a number, and some among the very best, en- 
listed in the nine months* service; an*l it became necessary, in several 
iastances. to employ young and inexperienced teachers. There Iims been no 
increase in the employment of female teachers. 

Viaiiatinn. — From the extent of territory, number of schools, inclrmency 
of weather, and shortness of school term, the superintendent has never yet 
been able to visit all of the schools during the same terra. ]Iis visits, how- 
ever, have always been hailed with delight, by teachers, pupils, directorp 
and parents, and attended with profit. The average length of each visit, 
one hour. 

Dit'lrict Hecref orient, — 1 simply cite one instance of the advantage of 
having di.-trict superintendents. Jose]>h Wickersham, of Newberry town- 
ship, says: "The district superintendency has accomplished mu(;h in im- 
proving the condition of our fifteen schools. A spirit of ennihition to excel 
was thereby got up in the schools, so as to receive a favorabh: entry on the 
minutes, and r(?pf»rt to the board of school directors. The benefit was re- 
markable, in a moral consideration, as well as industrial ; the progress, 
during this, exceeding the previous winters, mentally and morally, at least 
fifty per cent., which 1 attribute to the district institute an<i superinten- 
dency." 
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District TnslUiUes. — Institutes, under the net of 1862, were lield in nearly 
every district. Averajre attendance of teachers, thirteen. Many of the 
citizens, ns well a*? directors, attended these nieetinjrs regularly, and thereby 
a j^rcater interest, than ever before, hns been manifested. 

Moral Intifntrfinn. — (lenerally speakiufi:. the moral character of our 
tijachers is unimpeachable. I could nnme but very few exceptions. Where 
tho Bible niid Testament are not read, as the introductory exercise, in the 
morninff. the teacher instructs orally. 

Pvbb'r S"nlimmf. — Opp<'sition to tlu^ school system has not manif»*sted 
itself, to any p^reat extent, during the last three years, whilst many are, 
doubtless, prejudiced against it. Fnun evei-y indication, there is reason to 
believe that this spirit of opposition and indifference is, in a great measure, 
subsiding. And, though the standard of actual attainment is exceedingly 
low, still, the facts herein stated, in my r«'])ort, show that son)** advance has 
been made, within the past six 3'^ears. both in public opinion and public 
a'^t.ion. 



ALLEQUKNY COUXTY.— A. T. Doutiiett. 

[Not re<^eived in tim«* for insertion in aiphaU»ti«.-al order.] 

School ITotifiefi. — Erected durinir the year: Eli/al>et.h township I, a very 
good framo house; location not good, but the be.st that could be had in the 
district. Findley 1, Moon 1 ; both g«»od houses, and in very good locntions. 
Peebles 1. a very substantial brick house; location-gooil, but house too small 
for the number of pupils in the district. Penn 1, Robinson 1; first-clasR 
fram«» houses, heated by a stove an<l fire-place, with proper regard to venti- 
lation and lofation. Ros^ 1, Tapper St. Glair 2; these are good houses, but 
not so large as those of P(^nn and Robinsr)n. Mifflin 1, in a mo^^t desirable 
location ; house frame ; th^ house was put up under the care of the president 
of the board, Mr. M'Clure, and is finished in good style. Versailles 1. a 
first-class brick hciuse. htjated by two stoves; this is one of the best houses 
in the county. Sewickleyville 1; a first-elass house, located on a beautiful 
bit in the centre of the borough. The lot contains about two acres. iB 400 
feet in front, running baok ovnr '200 feet, and is enclosed with a neat and 
substantial paling fence, is tastefully laid out with walks, and planted with 
shade trees and shrubbery. House a very neat and substantial brick build- 
inff, with two school rooms and two ante-rooms to each floor. With the 
present arrangements, the school rooms will accommodate 264 pupils; but^ 
by using the small rooms, will accommodate 350. The external appearance 
of the building is like the plan, No. 6, Class III, page 86, of the Pennayl- 
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vaiiia S<;hool Arcbitocture, with a very ucat portioo in frout. Tbo cntirr^ 
:orit of ihr li(}u.-i> and lot a little over live thoiisaiul dolIiU\s. 

CvjU H('fnwl //oM,sv.s\ — It will be stcn, tliat in our report for 18()2, the* 
whole number of houses in the eounty was 308, (now 30!),) of whieb thirty- 
eight were repi^ried as being unlit for use. From the present repi.^rl, it will 
be fieen, ibut elevi-ri of these relies of by-gone days have given plaee to 
•deven new and commo<lious buildings, of the latest and ninst ai)pr()ved 
>tyle; jjI.-o ojie new hou.se, wbii.'h wus built to aecommodati* tin* im.-reasing 
population in Klizabeth township. JJenee, the number of unlit luni.-(!.s in 
the eounty is nnw redueed to *2d. It is gratifying to be able to n'port the 
marked improvement whieb is being made fnuu yiMirto year, in t!ie erection 
'>f new houses for hehool purposes, (;f a superior eharaeler, as rrspiM-ts style, 
mnlerial, a<-ci>niniodat.ion, loration and external snrnKimlings. ir<'re and 
Jiere we lind a lionse enelur?ed by a neat and substantial fene(^ with suita- 
ble oui-h.;M>M-s and piiiy-grounds pr«»vi<b^d : also a very few with tiie gmundK 
tastefully L;id out. and plant<*d wlih Ilowers and trees. Houses, thus sur- 
roundrd. form a wry striking and [deasant contrast with the lone le^j-^e on 
the hill, or in the valley, unproteeted, unadorned, unsheltered, whieli wa8 
Jbrmerly .-o e<'mmnn. and, in some parts of the eounty, quite too mueb so 
now; hue iho improvements thus presenting themselves, in a iV^w insh«nees, 
pi^ive us a pr'Uiii<e of what, the future ujay )>e, while at the samr- tim-* they 
lurni.>h uii mistaken evidence of the inerc.asing interest whieb din.M'tors and 
people fetd in th(5 cause of eouunon s(;hool education. 

Farni'uTc. — Nor is the change fvir the better more obvious, in respect to 
\\u^ new bonnes, than in that of furniture. The 1""2 new houses, with one ex- 
ception. Were su})plied (diher with the single desk and chair, or with very 
coml'urtabii' (li;ub!e desks. Also five old houses were supplied with the 
doulde d' >k. That of tlie Sewlckb^yville school i^ of the lateen aiid niopt 
approved style. T regret to say, that beyond su[)plying the seh"..ls with 
good desks arnl black-boards, little oth<M' furniture or a]»paratu> has been 
provided, except in a very few instances: ami, in this connection, we would 
name Muon town-hip. First ward, Piltsl.)urg, an<l Second ward, All. gheny 
city, as e.\reptions. Moun township was provided with a goo<l set of Mit- 
cheirs outline maps for the use of each school. The First ward, Piti.-^burg. 
and ^^erorjd ward. Allegheny, were supjdied with outline maj)s, charts, 
globes, telliirion. ^q. It is ro be regretted that so few of our si-ho(»ls are 
supplied wiiii outline maps, a part of school a]>paratus intlisjui'-able in 
teaching that imj).)rtant branch of knowledge, the geographical ri.laiion and 
position of the various countries of the earth. 

Libraries. — Hut little attention has been given to this matter, and few 
books have been provided, for the use of the children, of a healthy moral 
tone, 80 as to counteract the dangerous influences of that attractive, but 
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noxions etyle of general reading and literature that abounds so extensively 
in the present day. 

Cfraded Schools. — The only school graded during the past year was that 
of West Manchester, which was graded according to plans laid down on 
page 16th of the, I Pennsylvania School Architecture. This, with the number 
of graded schools previously reported, makes the total number 241. All 
the schools in the county are either graded or classified ; but, in some in- 
stances, the classification is not good, owing to the fact that directors have 
not insisted upon a uniform series of books being used in all the schools, 
thus rendering it impossible to secure a good classification, 

Teachers. — The total number of teachers visited during the past year 
was 49.1 J of this number, 203 held the professional certificate; 135 of them 
were found to be giving good t*atisfaction, 67 as not being very satisfactory, 
that Is, they did not give as guod satisfaction as was expected they would 
from the grade of their certificates ; thus leaving the impression on the minds 
of the directors that something more is necessary, than a mere acquaintance 
with the branches named in the certificate, to fit any man or woman for the 
school room. There must be a natural aptness to communicate, a strong 
liking, a special training for that work, in short, a good teacher must not 
only thoroughly understand the subjects to be taught, but should also be 
well acquainted with the best and most judicious system of classification 
and discipline. 

Promsional Certificates, — Of those holding the provisional certificate, 100 
Were giving very good satisfaction ; 120, good ; 40, middling ; 33, poor. 
*Ma[)y reasons were assigned for those thirty-three, as the causes of f&ilare; 
some for want of experience, but by far the larger portion from want of in- 
terest in the profession. 

Female Teachers, — In some parts of the county the proportion of female 
teachers employed was much larger last year than any former year, and in 
most cases with good results — in many cases very good — so much so, as to 
remove much of that unjust prejudice which is often found to exist against 
female teachers. 

Moral Instruction, — The Scriptures were regularly read each morning as 
a devotional exercise, in 467 of the 4V)5 schools visited the past year, and 
many of them were opened with prayer. Thus the moral culture of the 
children is receiving much attention in our schools. 

Public Svntiment. — The prevailing public sentiment is in favor of the 
public school system. The people generally feel that to meet the great 
exigencies of civilization, to elevate and refine, to save a large proportion 
of the present and future generations, no other agency or instrumentality 
can be made so efficient as a well organized aad systematized coarse of 
public instruction, alike free to all. 
13 



IW M'KEAN COUNTY. 

The future of our Schooh, — The great deBideratum for the future of o»r 
schoolB is a corps of intelligent, well qualified, faithful, well trained teach- 
ers, men and women, whose education is sound, whose language is pure, all 
whoso topics of conversation are elevating and instructive, whose generosity 
ol heart is constantly manifested in acts of kindness and ^courtesy, who 
spread a nameless charm over whatever circle they may enter. With such 
teachers, the future course of our schools must he onward and upward. I 
is gratifying to be able to report, at the close of another school year, that it 
has been one of progress to our schools. I feel that I would not be doing 
justice to our teachers were 1, in this connection, to pass by, without notice, 
the commendable efforts which they have made for st^lf- improvement, both 
by attendance upon normal instruction and much private study. 



CAMBRIA COUNTY— Hbnev Elv. 

[No report received.] 



M'KEAN COUNTY.— Warren Cowlk. 
[Not received in time for insertion in alphabetical order.] 

New School Houses. — Five were built during the year, viz: 2 in Ceres, 
1 in Liberty, and 2 in Sergeant districts. All of these houses were con- 
structed after approved designs taken from the Pennsylvania School Archi- 
tecture, and are sufficiently large, and well adapted to the purposes for 
which they were built. Liberty and Annin districts still occupy houses 
which are totally unfit for any purpose, much less to be the homes of the 
tender youth of the county. Eldred district also continues to use a few 
school houses which are not in keeping with the enterprise and public spirit 
usually characteristic of the citizens of that township. With these excep- 
tions, the county is exceedingly well supplied with school houses, although 
glowing contrasts among the several districts, in the size, costliness and 
good taste with which the houses have been constructed, continue to sur- 
prise the eye. 

FuirnUure. — I observed no special improvement in furniture, but found 
the same general destitution in the way of chairs for teachers and guests or 
visitors of the schools, of which I have before made complaint. In too few 
houses has sufficient provision been made for classes to sit orderly and com- 
fortably while at recitation. 
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Apparatus. — All the better class of houses has a liberal supply of black- 
board surface; and in very many districts the large uuniber of useless maps 
hanging idly on the school room walls, attest the liberality, if not the good 
judgment of the several boards of directors. 

Graded Srlutota. — I he propriety of establishing graded schools has been 
freely and generally discussed, and their need universally conceded, but as 
yet no school board has possessed, or at least exhibited, the courage neces- 
sary to enable them to make a trial of them. Classification is universal, 
and considering that the schools are intermittent, and that teachers are fre- 
quently changtd, it is not exceptionable. 

(JerUficateH. — Frov signal, J issued about one hundred, and professional 
five. The qualifications of teachera were about the same as in the previous 
year. 

Vmtations were made to most of the schools twice, and some more than 
that number of times. I invariably took along with me, on these visits, as 
many directors and patrons as I could find of the requisite leisure and pub- 
lic spirit. 

District institutes were held very much more generally than any year be- 
fore. In some districts, and among them I would especially instance Eidred, 
the act of Assembly on that subject was most zealously obeyed, according 
to its letter and spirit. In other districts, however, the injunctions of the 
school law were little heeded. I held a county institute, of four weeks' 
duration, during the months of October and November. The attendance 
was not large, but the interest was excellent. 

Examinations were held twice a year, in all districts where there was a 
prospect of meeting teachers. I regret that I cannot report any general 
improvement in the standard of qualifications of teachers. The boards of 
directors have, quite too generally, cut down the salaries of teachers below 
a living standard, and this caused many of our best teachers either to 
change their occupation, or go where wages were more liberal ; while the 
young teachers who are striving to fill the places of those who have left, 
have not had the encouragement of a lucrative employment in prospect, 
nor the advantages of high schools to enable them to rival their predeces- 
sors, in qualifications for their work. 

Female teachers eojoy almost a monopoly of the teaching in M'Kean 
county. Of all the certificates granted, not eight per cent, were issued to 
males ; and the sum of their teaching is not five per cent, of the total teach- 
ing done in the county. 

Summer Schoo'a. — The practice of dividing the school sessions into sum- 
mer and winter terms is universal ; and it is so old, and so interwoven with 
the habits and prejudices of the pec pie, that it seems impossible to sup- 
plant it 
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'* Boarding round^^ is still the custom in all the old and populous dis- 
tricts. In these districts the school taxes are severely felt, when the meagre 
salaries of teachers alone arc paid in morey ; and they would be exceedingly 
oppressive, if, in addition, an equal amount was levied, to be paid in cash, 
for the board of teachers ; while the payment of this tax, in boarding the 
teacher, is rather dispensing generous hospitalities to a cherished guest, 
than discharging a duty enjoined by law. I do not think that at present, 
at least, the custom should be interfered with. 

The troubles of the country have, unquestionably, a most deleterious 
effect upon the schools of the county ; not because people look less kindly 
upon our system of schools, or any the less feel the need of a universal and 
higher culture; but because so many of the public spirited have left us, and 
so many of us are induced, by our anxieties, to postpone everything which 
concerns the future, while we Watch the perils which at present environ us. 

WaiUa, — At the conclusion of my report last year I stated that our school 
system, as it operated in M'Kean county, developed two wants, which 
should be supplied to render it successful and eflQcient : — 1st. Schools of a 
higher grade than we now have, in which our teachers can receive a rudi- 
mental culture, fitting them for their profession. 2d. A compulsory means 
for sending all children of suitable age and strength to school. In all dis* 
tricts of ten or more schools the first want, it seems to me, could be supplied 
by establishing one central school, adding to the general tax-list a sufficient 
amount to pay the additional expense. To this school every pupil of the 
district, of suitable age and advancement, should have access; and to as- 
certain who were fitted to enter it, the entire schools of the district should 
have a general and public examination every year by the county superin- 
tendent and directors, as an examining board, whose certificate of merit 
should be to each pupil a ticket of admission to the school. By substract- 
ing another small amount from the school fiind another school, of still higher 
grade, could be establis'hod in each county, thus connecting, by a continu- 
ous chain, the district schools with the great Normal schools of the State. 
As to the second want, I believe most firmly that all who are culpable for 
keeping children of suitable age from school should be treated as criminals. 
We do not hesitate to step between a man and his money in order to pro- 
mote the cause of education. Why then should we hesitate to interfere 
with the pleasure or caprice of parents and children in order to promote 
the cause ? It appears like most insulting mockery in us, to put our hands 
into the pockets of one man, and, under pretence of educating the children 
of another, clutching handsful of money, and then leaving it to the indo- 
lence, the whim or stupid prejudice of the children or their parents, as to 
whether they will be educated or not. 
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COMPARATIVE STATE STATEMENT. 
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Summary of Schools, Teachers, Scholars, Controllers and Directors. 
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UNPAID DISTRICTS. 



DISTRICTS UNPAID, 



Because they had no Schools in operation in 1863. 



Beaver county, Darlington bor.... $28 40 

Fulton, Taylor.- 78 00 

Greene, Gilmorc 69 60 

Do. ...Marion 122 40 

Do....Springliill 99 20 



Indiana county, Barnett $36 00 

Lanca^tcr, Cocalico, West 226 00 

Venango, Fotterman, (Ind.) 8 80 

Clinton, Keating 84 00 



DISTRICTS UNPAID, 
But supposed to be entitled to the appropriation for 1862. 



Armstrong county, Hovey, (Ind.)- $21 60 | Luzerne county, Denison. 
Elk, Benezette 30 ^0 | 



$66 80 



DISTRICTS UNPAID, 



But supposed to be entitled to the appropriation for 1868. 



Blair county, Gaysport $84 80 

Cameron, Grove 38 CIO 

Carbon, Lausanne 164 40 

Centre, Bennor 72 40 

Chester, Newlin 62 00 i 

Clarion, Franklin, (Ind.) 8 80 I 

Do...Uicbland 73 60 

Do. ..Salem 79 20 ; 

Columbia, M ontour 64 40 ' 

Crawford, Briiton Run, (Ind.) .... 17 60 | 

Do....Titusvi!lc 44 80 

Do. . . . Venango borough 4 1 GO ! 

Elk, IlighUud 2 40 I 

Indiana, Wheatfleld 120 40 

Lehigh, Lowhill 92 00 ! 



Luzerne connty, Hollenback. 

Lycdinin^, Piatt , 

M 'Kean, Liberty 

Mercer, Sharon 

Pike, Leliinan 

Do..MilIord 

Somerset. Elk Lick 

SusquehiiTina, Dimock 

Tioga, Sliip])en , 

Do. . .Tioga toAvnship , 

Wayne, Canaan, South 



. $96 40 

. 41 60 

. 64 00 

. 00 80 

. 68 00 

. 62 40 

. 99 60 

. 110 00 

. 21 60 

. 117 60 

. 116 80 

1,846 20 



DISTRICTS UNPAID, 



^nd ichose State appropriation has been forfeited by having no schools at all, from the begm^ 
ning of the system, or for many years. 



Beaver county, Harmony 

Bedford, Southampton 

Berks, District 

Indiana, Cheriy Tree bor 

M'Kean, Wetmore 

Northumberland, Cameron 

Do Jackson 

Do Jord.in 

Do Mahanoy, Upper, 

Do Mahanoy, Lower, 

Do Mahanoy, Little.. 

Do Washington 

Schuvllkill, Brnnswlck. West 



$45 20 j SchnylkiU CO., Mahantango, Upper, $55 60 

185 00 ' Do North, (Ind.) 28 00 

67 60 I Do AVcst Penn 218 80 

24 40 j Sonieraet, (yonemuugh 88 40 

4 80 j Sullivan, Shrewsbury 27 20 

40 80 I Westmoreland, Ligonier bor 40 80 

Wyoming, Falls 73 60 

Do Lemon 88 80 

Do Overfield 80 40 

Do Tunkhannock 66 80 

Do Wa>hiugton 59 60 

York, Manheim 119 60 



71 60 
98 00 
93 20 
160 00 
30 40 
78 00 
56 40 
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STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.— 5econ(i DisiHct. 



THE ANNUAL EEPORT OF THE STATE NORMAL SCHOOL OF THE SECOND DISTRICT, 
FOR THE YE^Ul ENDING OCTOBER 1, 18()3. 

To the Superintendent of Common Schools for the State of Pennsylvania: 

Sir : — In compliance with the act of Assembly, I have the honor of sub- 
mitting to you the annual report of the State Normal , school of the Second 
district, for the Normal school year ending on the first day of October, 1863: 

Cost. — The original cost of the Normal school grounds, buildings, furniture, 
and apparatus, was $60,000. About $2,000 have been since ex- 
pended, making the whole cost $62,000. 

Dei5T. — The debt consists of a judgment on the property to secure bonds to 
the amount of $16,000. The issue of stock amounts to $27,050, 
on which no dividends have ever been declared. 

Income. — The amount received from students for tuition during the past 
year, was ^5^6,088 77; the amount received from steward, for rent, 
$1,825 00; the amount received from the sale and rent of books, 
and from various miscolluneous sources, $382 84; the amount re- 
ceived from the State, $5,000 00; and the amount of cash on hand 
at the commencement of the year, $1,784 24. Total amount 
$15,080 85. 

Expenditures. — Paid to the faculty of the school, $4,823 79; paid toother 
officers, §50 00 ; paid for repairs to buildings, work on grounds, 
and additions to furniture and apparatus, $464 96 ; paid interest 
on debt, $1,130 00; paid temporary loan, $6,635 00; paid for 
books, taxes, insurance, &c., $1,773 15. Total, $14,876 90. 

Instructoks. — The number of professors and teachers engaged in the school 
was thirteen — seven male, and six female. 

Students. — The whole number of students registered during the year, was 
582, of whom lOS attended the Model school. Four hundred and 
sixteen (416) students attended the school during the summer term, 
which was the largest number attending the school during one term 
since its organization. During the past year, there were students 
from thirty counties in Pennsylvania, and from ^t?/i different States. 

Graduates. — In consequence of the rebel invasion of the State, the schooj 
closed ten weeks before the usual time for commencement, and the 
classes that were making preparation to graduate could not do so. 
Their formal graduation will probably take place the coming year. 

Course of Study. — The course of study remains the same as stated in oar 
previous reports. 

Students on District Account. — No students on district account have ever 
entered the school. 

Cost of Instruction. — No change has been made in the cost of instruction 
since the date of the last report. The income of the school can 
scarcely bo made to meet its expenditures at the present ^^it^ftu 
When reduced, it must be done by &IqAa «i^ 
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Wants. — We greatly need additional philosophical apparatus, and a richer 
cabinet. Rooms for a gymnasium, and larger rooms for the libra- 
ries must soon be provided. Some defects in lighting and heating 
the buildings ought to be remedied. 

In concluding this report it may be proper to add, that this institution 
continues its career of prosperity. The sound of the enemy -s cannon within 
a few miles of it, may interrupt its peaceful studies, hundreds of its students 
may enter our armies, and many of them may die in defence of their coun- 
try, but still our Normal halls are as much thronged as in the days when 
peace reigned throughout the land. This success proves the unsdomof the 
founders of the Pennsylvania Normal school aysiein. 

The great end of a Normal school is to train teachers. In accomplishing 
this end, facts prove that this school has been successful. Teachers who 
have attended school here are in demand almost everywhere throughout the 
State. The most prominent schools in a large number of counties are taught 
by. our graduates. Large schools in six or seven county towns were thus 
supplied with teachers the present fail, and the demand is greater than the 
supply. 

Our Model school, about which so much solicitude was at first felt, does 
its work well. It could not be duipensed loitk without great loss. The plan 
of its organization produces the following results : 

1. The pupils are wholly under the control of the Normal school au- 
thorities. 

2. The school is managed by an experienced Superintendent, and the 
pupils are taught by a class of studont-tcachcrs, who are considered well 
qualified in the branches they are to teach, and in the theory of teaching, 
before they are permitted to become teachers. 

3. Each class of Model school teachers has charge of the Model school 
for one term. 

4. The programmes of recitation in the Normal and Model schools are so 
arranged, that no class is crippled by the absence of some of its members, 
and no student-teacher need lose a lesson. 

5. The student-teacher^s class has the advantage of the advice and criti- 
cism of the Principal of the Normal school, who visits their classes while 
reciting, at stated times twice a week. 

JACOB K. SHENK, 
PresH Board of Trustees pro tem. 
MiLLBRSVILLE, Sept, 24, 1863. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, this sixth dav of October, 1863. 

CHARLES DENUES, J. P. 



STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.— Fifth District. 

To the Superintendent of Common Schools for the State of Pennsylvania : 

Sir: — I hereby present to you a report of the State Normal school of the 
Fifth district, (which school is located in Mansfield, Tioga county.) We can- 
not make up a full annual report, as the school did not commence under the 
requirements of the Normal School law, until the second of September of 
this year. Although the Mansfield Classical seminary was accepted in De- 
cember, 1862, yet the uncertainty of receiving an appropriation from the 
State, prevented ns from going into active operation, as there were certain 
Jadgmenta threatening a sale of the buMvnga, vj\i\«i\i ^^ ^«it^ tvq\ ^ate of 
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averting, until the receipt of said appropriation, which did not occur until 
June of this year. 

We, however, opened the institution for a spring term, in order to accom- 
modate such as wished to attend, but deferring the opening of the Normal 
school proper, until the second of September. 

The school is now in active operation, with a corps of teachers who give 
general satisfaction, and is well attended, of which I will give a statement 
in another portion of this report. 

Income and Expenditures. — Of this we can make no report this year, on 
account of having so recently commenced. 

Debt. — The debt consists of judgments on the property, to the amount of 
$6,500, with interest, increasing at six per cent. ; the original stock 
amounting to $18,000, on which no dividend has ever been de- 
clared. 

Appropriations. — When the school was accepted by the State, the debt 
was about $11,000. The State, at the last sitting of its Legisla- 
ture, appropriated $5,000 ; four thousand seven hundred of which 
was paid to liquidate its indebtedness, and three hundred dollars 
reserved for insuring the building and incidental expenses. 

Cost. — The whole cost of the Normal school grounds, (embrcing ten acres,) 
buildings, furniture, &c., was $25,000. 

Instructors. — The whole number of professors and teachers engaged in the 
school, are eight — three male and five female. 

Students. — There have been registered, this its first term, two hundred and 
seventy students, eighty of whom have attended the Model school, 
and forty-live more are about to enter it from a school district in 
the township, which will make a total of three hundred and fifteen. 

Students on District Account. — No students on district account have yet 
entered the school. 

Terms. — We have arranged for three terms in a year, to consist of thirteen 
weeks each. 

Wants. — We have a library of about eight hundred books, but we very 
much need a large addition of scientific and historical works. We 
have no apparatus for any purposes, and no cabinet. Our grounds 
are not fenced ; we have no gymnasium nor appropriate appara- 
tus ; the grounds are not yet laid out nor planted with trees, and 
no barn or other suitable out buildings have been erected. 

Remarks. — The amount of our indebtedness would appear not to be very 
great, but when we couple with it the " wants" above enumerated, 
and the neccvssity of speedily satisfying some of the judgments now 
threatening us, it is apparent that another appropriation by the next 
Legislature is very much needed, (at I'east to the amount granted last 
year.) The inhabitants of this portion of the State are all anxious 
for the prosperity of the institution, and as there is no other school 
near this locality, of a like grade, it seems right that the State 
should turn its attention to the moral and educational wants of 
this region, which is fast improving and increasing in population. 
We have shown by this report, that the people are ready to avail 
themselves of the advantages of this institution, by the number 
already sent, in this, its first term, and if enabled to complete it, in 
all that is desirable, we may expect a still greater patronage and a 
fitiU greater efficiency in the teaching of our commow. «a^^^\%. 
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Mansfield, Tioga courtly, an : 

Personally appeared before me, the above named William C. Ripley, who 
being duly sworn, says that the withiia report is true to the best of his know- 
ledge. 

W. C RIPLEY, President. 

Witness my hand and seal, this 2-4'th day of October A. D. 1S63. 

T. WILLIAM ADAMS, J, P. 



STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.— Twelfth District. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NORTII-AVESTEIIN STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING SEI»TEMBER 1, 18()3. 

2\> the Huperintendvnt of Ctnnnum Schools for the State 0/ Pennsylvania : 

Sir: — I hereby present to you, the annual report of Iho State Normal 
fc^chool of the Twelfth distrioi, as rcciuired by the act of Assembly, for the 
Normal school year ending; on the lirst day of September, 181)3. 

Cost. — The whole cost of tin* Normal school grounds, buildin^rs. furniture, 
apparatus, library and n'pairs, as presented by the re[)ort of last 
year, was $2G,tir.^ (i*2. The amount expended duriii<<the past year 
in repairs and jjdditi(»iis to buildiiifrs, work and improvements of 
. prrounds, additions to furniture, apparatus and librar}', is $980 03. 
Total ^-27,599 (if). 

Income. — Amount received from students for tuition $1,272 49 

Do do steward for rent 189 38 

Do do directors on acc't model school, 4«62 00 



1,923 87 



Expbkditurks.— Paid to faculty $2,814 87 

For addition to Imildintrs 300 00 

Improvement of <i;rounds 239 26 

Addition to library 74. 88 

Addition to furiiit'ure 235 89 

Repairs 130 00 



3,794 90 



Instructors. — There were six permanent instructors, four male and two 
female. 

Students. — The whole number of students registered during the year, exclu- 
sive of the -Model school, was one hundred and ninety-two, of whom 
one hundred and nine were ladies and eighty-three gentlemen. 

Graduates. — In July last, one student graduated in the scientific course, 
and three in the eleuH-ntary course. 

For the present condition of the school you are referred to the report of 
the Principal, which accomi)anies and is presented as a portion of this re- 
port. W. J. PATTPIRSON. 

Sworn and'BuhBcfibQd the 7th day of November, A. D. I8t)3, before 
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REPORT OF PRINCIPAL. 

To the Board of Trustees of the North- Western State Normal School for 

the Twelfth District, 

Gentlemen : — Id compliance with your request, I herewith present you 
a report of the present condition, necessities and prospects of the institu- 
tion under your care. 

The design of Normal schools, is to provide public schools with properly 
qualified teachers. To be successful, a teacher must understand the branches 
which he teaches, must have a good knowledge of human nature, including 
the laws of thought and the order in which the faculties are developed, and 
must be familiar with the best methods of organizing, disciplining and 
teaching a school. 

The first reciuisite, and perhaps the second, may be obtained at any good 
school, but the last can only be learned by observation and study in the 
school room. The Normal school is the proper place to acquire this. Far 
more proferisioiiai skill may be gained in a few terms at a rightly conducted 
Normal school, than by years of toil and labor alone. 

The true end. then, of our institution, is not simply to teach reading and 

si>elJing, but to njake our pupils familiar with the object, motives, means 

and methods of teaching, to inspire them with high and holy views of their 

profession, and, in short, to fit them to train up the future citizen. 

Necessity of slcu Schools. — It is the almost unanimous oj)inion of leading 

school officers throughout our land, ** that we must have better 

teachers.'^ Nothing but better teachers can elevate our common 

schools. All the other agencies for improving teachers have failed 

to rurui>h a sufficient number properly qualified for their work. 

Wherever Normal schools have been fairly tried, they have more 

than met the anticipations of their supporters. 

Number of Students. — Our annual catalogue just issued, contains the names 
of two hundred and ninety pupils. This is nearly three times the 
mimbc-r on the previous catalogue. A majority of these reside in 
the Twelfth Normal district, but some are from other districts, from 
other States, and from Canada. 

Studies. — While our course of study has not been changed, we have de- 
voted more time than usual to the common branches. Spelling, 
reading and writing have received greater attention. Students 
are not permitted to neglect these for the so-called higher branches. 
Yocal music and drawing are ranked among the common English 
branches, and no extra charge is made for them. The classes in 
these studies are greatly interested, and have made marked pro- 
gress. 

Discipline. — The general order of the school is good. Our students are 
desirous of conforming to wholesome regulations, and are studious 
and attentive. A few find our retraints rather irksome, and one 
we have been compelled to remove, for neglect of study and dis- 
regard of law. Our students are required, in all cases, to observe 
the regulations. 

Methods of Teachinq. — Students are required to prepare their lessons from 
the text-book and recite the same. The topic method of recitation 
is generally used, as it tends to greater independence on the part 
of the pupil. Every subject is illustrated by objects, experiments, 
or drawings on the black-board. Still, the recitations are not al- 
lowed to degenerate into mere drills. The teachers make daily 
preparation for their classes, and the students are allowed ta ctvtx- 
else each other freely. Reviews ai^ ti^^oAiiX.. 
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Model School. — ^This is now in admirable condition. Every exercise moves 
off with the precision of a military drill. During the term, a full set 
of Object Teaching apparatus has been provided, and daily lessons 
on objects been given. These lessons have been witnessed by the 
members of the teachers' class, and by the visitors whom the fame 
of the school has attracted to witness its operations. The pupil 
teachers who are prepared, and have time for practice, are allowed 
to teach one class a day in the Model school. I believe the school 
gives universal satisfaction to all the pupils, teachers and patrons. 
The number of pupils entered in this department, for the term, is 
one hundred and thirty-seven. 

Public Sentiment. — Our school, like most other useful institutions, met 
with much opposition at first, but its opponents have gradually 
become its friends — its present enemies are few in number. To 
the department at Harrisburg, the county superintendents of the 
district, and the press generally, we arc indebted for many favors. 

School Directors. — Four boards, to wit : Cussewago and Richmond, of 
Crawford county, and Girard and Ediiiboro', of Erie county, have 
voted to comply with the provisions of the law, and send us a stu- 
dent on district account. Other boards are purposing to send us 
scholars, yet the majority of directors decline to do it. The rea- 
sons thoy give are, 
First — Teachers do not wish to come on district account 
Second — The board would give offence by selecting one applicant, and 

rejecting others. 
Third — It will be of no benefit to the district. 

In answer to these objections, I would say, there were in Girard 
district, fifteen applicants for the aj)pointment. This proves that 
it will not be difficult to induce students to come. "No odium has 
yet been brought upon any board by sending a student. The law 
specifies the manner in which directors shall select the pupil. No 
man need fear to meet opposition arising from obedience to a just 
law. By sending pupils, directors would encourage and reward 
good teaching. They would sustain our State Normal school, an 
institution designed to prepare teachers for their duties, and de- 
manded by the condition of our common schools, and they would 
provide their schools with a body of properly qualified instructors. 

Wants. — Additional furniture in the halls ; blinds to the windows ; better 
means for heating and lighting the buildings ; further improvement 
of the grounds ; additions to our library ; a cabinet of minerals 
and a museum of natural history ; a wood-house, bakery and wash- 
room ; a bathing-room and sick-room ; a reception room in gentle- 
men's hall. 

Distinguishing Features. — First : Attention to Elementary Branches. 
These are greatly neglected in many schools. 

Second — Moral Culture : It is the object of the teachers to lead the 
pupils to yield obedience to the voice of reason and conscience, to 
obey the strivings of the Holy Spirit, and the precepts of the Word 
of God. To this end, a Bible class is held on Sunday morning, and 
prayer meetings during the week. 

Third — Physical Training : We have a gymnasium and a set of appa- 
ratus for light gymnastics. 

Fourth — Associaies : Our pupils are young men and women, anxious 
for Improvement. They are mostly teachers, and as a class, art 
Btadious and orderly. 
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Fifth — Help8 : We have a superior library, a complete set of apparatus 
for illuBtrating the scieuces, and a reading room. Our grounds 
are tastefully laid out and adorned, and every influence invites to 
culture and tends to improvement. 

Sixth — Expenses : Tuition is only twelve dollars per year. We ask 
no extras for drawing, modern and ancient languages, vocal music, 
Ac. Boarding is only two dollars per week. 

Seventh — Nature of Instruction : It is given by practical teachers, and 
designed to make the students practical teachers also. 

Prospects. — We now have double the usual number of students. We are 
receiving more applications for admission than ever before. We 
' have facilities for boarding, instruction and improvement, much 

superior to any neighboring institution, and our charges are very 
low, less than any school of equal grade in the State. Our friends 
are numerous, warm and confident of our continued prosperity. 
There seems to be nothing in the way of future success. 

J. A. COOPER, 

FrincipaL 
NOVBMBER 7, 1863. 
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List of County SuperinUnderU^ now in Commissum. 
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DAapbin .,. ■* I 

Delnwarii «... 

Elk .,...,t 

£ri«..,. .,>>./ 
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John 5. Ermentroat^. .'#<■■ 
J, Q CDUD>mitD ....*..... 

Ot1« J. Chubbuek *^ 

S. 8. Ovetbolt ...... '.,*^i^, 

Asa M, Wnter». ."',... 
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F J Cliadwick. *..... -^. 
Beaban P, HofTerd. . ^ . . * * * 
Thomaa noIlobAn. . . . . .fffi 
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Qtuttf^tS. Kelly........... 
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Georj^e YvagI ey. ... 1 . «... . 

flAurga W. K<ii«. 

Andrew M'Elwain ,......* 

Ji>ha F. Dhv\9. ,. 
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IWbett M'DivU..... 

Samuel Wotf.*. 
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Abnl Kambo. « . « . 
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Leal^bton ..1..* ...^ 

B(>a1ebarg ,«».,,,», 

West Cbe>t«r 

Clarinn ,,, .,., 

Claarfield 

Lock HaT«D **,*wm» 

filoomibn rg ............ . 
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AOO 01 
1,0<>0 00 
fiOO 00 
600 DO 
800 00 
BOO 00 
SOO Of 
1«0 DO 
500 00 
OOO 00 

1,000 oa 

500 00 
150 00 
000 00 
600 Oi 
800 00 
600 00 
800 00 
BOO 00 
400 00 
600 00 
£00 00 
348 00 
6O0 DO 
600 00 
300 00 
600 00 
600 00 
500 00 
600 00 

1,350 00 
700 00 
760 00 
500 00 
800 00 
600 00 
IDO 00 
800 00 
000 00 
600 00 
800 00 
500 00 
700 01 
000 Ot 
300 Ot 
400 00 
500 00 

1,000 00 
400 00 
600 00 
400 00 
600 00 
SOD 00 
500 DO 
600 00 
000 00 
800 00 
500 00 

^00 00 

600 00 

1,000 Of 



